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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   DAVID TOMS     
May 16, 2017 
 

 

Q.  How's the golf game? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  It's okay.  I haven't played as well as I would like to so far this year.  A lot of 

that has to do with putting and made some equipment changes, but I still feel like I'm 

trending in the right direction.  If I can start shooting some low scores, put four rounds 

together this week, it's the first time in a while I've gotten to play a full-round golf tournament, 

so I'm hoping that will be a good thing for me. 

 

Q.  I guess when you turn 50 you look at it and go, man, I'm a rookie and I can come 

out here and dominate for a little while because that's usually the trend in how it 

works, but this tour is highly competitive.  

 

DAVID TOMS:  Yeah, great scores every week, very competitive.  And the thing you've got 

to remember is these guys are champions, right?  They've won tournaments throughout their 

career on the PGA Tour and also out here on the PGA TOUR Champions, so they know 

how to win, so there's no backing up in the final round like happens so often on the PGA 

Tour, so makes it tough to within.  For me, I just want to put three, four rounds together, 

whatever the tournament calls for, see where that stacks up.  I obviously haven't played my 

best golf and I want to see what that looks like when I do. 

 

Q.  I know a practice round, you played just the front nine today.  What did you think 

so far of what you saw of Greystone? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Good golf course.  It's got some length to it in places, and then the shorter 

holes are pretty challenging.  Small greens at times, big greens at time.  I think it's a good 

mix of holes out there.  A lot of par 5s on the golf course that are some birdie holes, and 

then some other holes where you have to back off and can't be so aggressive.  We've got 

some trouble that comes into play at times.  So it's a good mix of holes, I think it makes for a 

great tournament. 

 

Q.  You've won a major.  I know it's been a while. 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Right. 

 

Q.  But does this type of tournament, does it get the juices going in wanting to do 

much better than, say, a normal week, or is that overstating it a little bit? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  I think it carries a little more weight being a major on our tour on a good golf 

course, good field.  Anytime you play well, no matter what the tournament is, you feel good 

about it.  Certainly if you were to come here and have a great week, it means a little bit more 

and gives you confidence going forward. 
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Q.  Last question, this is kind of a hard one, but Daly won a couple of weeks back and 

it kind of gives the tour a shot in the arm, so to speak.  It seemed like everybody 

around the country was showing highlights of John winning.  What do you think 

about him and his capability and what he can mean to the tour at times? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Well, he's got the kind of game that can get hot at any time.  When you have 

his length and touch around the greens, it's a lethal combination.  He's won big tournaments 

through the years, but he seems to disappear for a while and I don't know if that's lack of 

commitment or work on his golf game.  But he's always been a great guy.  He's good for the 

fans, he's good for whatever golf tournament that he's playing in.  I think it's good for this 

tour to have him winning and being up there and being part of the premier pairings, and his 

game is really good.  It's just a matter of what he wants to do with his attitude at the time.  If 

he stays positive and confident, he can win a lot. 

 

Q.  Will you seek out Saban tomorrow and try to give him a jab here or there? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  I wouldn't mind saying hi.  He did a lot for our program at LSU, kind of put us 

on the map and to give us great things in the future and a lot of it was attributable to what he 

was able to do while he was there.  He's obviously gone on to run a great program at 

Alabama.  They set the standard for everybody else, and mostly because of what he does 

and the standard that he has.  So hope to see him tomorrow, say hi and talk a little bit about 

football. 
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