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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW: PATRICK REED  ( -8) 
May 6, 2017 
 

 

Q.  A benign wind today let you go a little bit lower, right?  

 

PATRICK REED:  Yeah, you know, benign around here is 15, 18 miles an hour, but it was 

the calmest of the three days so far, and as you can tell, the scores are a lot lower for a lot of 

the guys.  It almost seemed easier out there. 

 

Q.  Absolutely, you took advantage.  And taking a look at your highlights on the 12th, 

you did say you changed a couple things in your putting this week which has made a 

big difference? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Yeah, you know, I decided just to be more of a kind of see and react guy 

rather than being so technical, and having Kessler in there and looking at the book and 

trying to get the perfect line, go back to how I putted in college, kind of just see the putt and 

go knock it in. 

 

Q.  All right.  And we're going to pick it up on the 17th. 

 

PATRICK REED:  Yeah, I had this exact yardage on 14 and I hit a soft 51 and hit it 30 feet 

by and ended bogeying.  So I told Kessler, all right, give me the 57, I'll hit it hard and 

hopefully be able to get it up there, and it ended up working out perfectly. 

 

Q.  I imagine on a tough course like this to leave yourself a four-footer feels like 

almost a gimme, right? 

 

PATRICK REED:  It does.  This was actually a pretty tricky one because your eyes want to 

tell you it goes left, but the wind off the left and downhill, after seeing Smylie miss his, I 

ended up playing a little bit more left than normal. 

 

Q.  Par 5 18th you have a 30-footer for eagle.  Everyone but the hole got the 

information that you read that perfectly? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Yeah.  I thought, if anything, I was going to make that high lip.  I don't 

know how that missed low.  At least I gave myself a good opportunity there and a few birdies 

was nice. 

 

Q.  One top-10 on the season but now you're going for your sixth career win on the 

PGA Tour tomorrow.  What is going to be the main key for you? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Just go back to how I've been playing, continue what I've been doing.  

Just keep the ball in front of me, hit some greens and bury some putts. 
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Q.  Patrick Reed joins me.  Patrick, is it fair to say you haven't been at your best so far 

this year?  Your last top-10 was back in January.  What's the difference been this 

week?  It's nice to see you back where you belong.  

 

PATRICK REED:  Really just a little minor equipment change and really just getting back to 

how I used to play golf, get back to the college days when I was kind of a see and react 

putter, and I seemed to always do that at Ryder Cup and do that more during the 

tournaments I've won rather than getting too technical and having other guys read them.  

Now I just kind of read them myself, just go with my first instinct and knock them in.  It's 

been working great this week. 

 

Q.  You finished your round very strong with a couple of birdies.  First of all, at the 

approach at 17 here, describe it.  

 

PATRICK REED:  I had the exact same yardage, 134, on 14.  I hit a soft 51.  It just seemed 

to kind of go 30, 35 feet long and that was actually my only bogey of the day.  So I looked at 

Kessler and said, I'm not doing that again, give me the 57.  Hit it hard and it ended up 

grabbing nicely, hit it perfect. 

 

Q.  First time at this venue and it's a cracky golf course, all the guys have been big 

fans of it.  18 looks like it could create some drama tomorrow.  Are you going to 

(inaudible)?  

 

PATRICK REED:  It could.  I had 245 to the hole and I was sitting here thinking, all right, 

long is way better than short because pin on the front downwind, I just thought let's hit a full 

2-iron.  Worst case scenario, if it goes over the green, perfect chip.  It ended up landing in a 

perfect spot, kind of on a little up-slope and it just killed the speed.  

 

Q.  It's a very compacted leaderboard.  Just tell us how you're going to go about out 

there tomorrow because a lot of guys are in position to win this thing. 

 

PATRICK REED:  Yeah, I'm just going to go out and do what I've been doing all week.  Stick 

to my game plan, try to get the ball in the fairway.  Haven't really done that very well this 

week, but keep myself opportunities.  Keep hitting iron shots close and let the putter do the 

work. 

 

Q.  Patrick, moving day on a Saturday, that's what you did.  How did you fashion that 

67? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Yeah, I didn't get ahead of myself today.  When I was out there all day, I 

was just, you know, trying to stick to lines that I felt like I would be pretty aggressive at.  Hit 

the ball in the middle of the greens, and I felt like if it was a green light, go for it and just let 

the putter do the work.  Seems kind of like what I've been doing all week, just let the putter 

go to work and it's been doing pretty well. 
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Q.  The sun came out at the end, but these conditions were tough most of the way for 

you, right? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Yeah.  You know, it was cloudy and really windy all day until the last 

couple holes.  It was nice the sun decided to come out because it was getting a little cold out 

there.  Once that sun breaks through, it warms this place up pretty fast. 

 

Q.  Can you just talk about the change in conditions?  Obviously today you could go 

after it a little bit more.  Did you have it in your mind starting the round that you could 

be a little bit more aggressive? 

 

PATRICK REED:  A little.  You know, playing early this morning, you were able to see how 

soft the golf course really was.  You know, that was kind of the key going into today is you 

kind of already knew how much the ball's going to bounce and how it was going to kind of 

react because that's the hardest thing around here is Monday through Wednesday was very 

firm.  Balls, you couldn't hold greens downwind.  And then they softened it up for Thursday, 

then all that rain came Friday.  Then today the sun came out and the wind was whipping, so 

you didn't know how fast they were going to dry out and bake out out here.  So I think that 

was kind of key.  And a lot of the times you always try to keep yourself where you're hitting 

either back into the wind or up into a slope so you can kind of slow the ball down. 

 

Q.  Have you been to many tournaments where there's like 30 guys within four shots 

of the lead, and how does that affect you going into tomorrow? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Yeah, usually not many, yeah.  Normally a couple guys separate 

themselves from the pack, but just going to mean it's going to be more fun on Sunday.  You 

know, for me, I'm not going to do anything different.  I'm just going to go out there and play 

the same kind of golf I've been trying to play.  Just hit fairways, hit greens, let my putter do 

the work. 

 

Q.  You talked about this in Texas, but what's changed over your game over the past 

few weeks that seems to have clicked? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Well, a small little equipment change, and I think the biggest thing is in 

my putting.  I used to read the putts and also Kessler, and I used to use a green reading 

book.  I just felt like there's too many eyes and too much thought process going into putts on 

trying to figure out the read.   

 

So I kind of just went back to college where I used to just read putts myself and kind of step 

up, go first instinct and knock it in.  I've done that pretty well all week.  I have my green 

reading book with me just to kind of confirm, not really to go off of it, just to make sure I'm 

seeing what the book is saying and just kind of going from there.   

 

The good thing is now -- before when I would always -- Kessler would read every putt.  We'd 

have so many minds.  Now it seems like when I bring him in and he tells me something, we'll 
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be even more comfortable with the read.  I brought him in twice today, birdie putt on 12 and 

then the birdie putt on 17 and made them both. 

 

Q.  What do you think about the proposal on the book? 

 

PATRICK REED:  You know, honestly, to me it doesn't matter.  It doesn't matter if we have 

them or don't have them because like I said, I don't -- I don't rely on it.  It's not one of those 

things that I'm going to look at the book and rely on because at the end of the day, the pin's 

21 on and five from right or five from left.  Well, in that book, those steps could be different 

than the guy who's setting the pins.  So you put the dot in the wrong spot, even if it's a yard 

left or a yard right or short or long, it's going to throw off that read.   

 

So the only thing I think with it, it's going to speed up play because now guys are going to 

have to rely on their eyes in; at max, their caddie's.  They're not going to have two sets of 

eyes and the green reading book to go back and forth.  But honestly for me, it doesn't really 

matter. 

 

Q.  What part of this course gets your attention?  By that I mean in general, tee ball, 

short-siding yourself, what is it that makes it tough? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Well, I mean, the easiest thing to say what makes it tough is the wind.  

Earlier today I hit 4-iron from 185 yards.  That's a 225-yard club.  I can hit it low, I can 

penetrate it.  You have some times where you're playing 40 yards of help, 40 yards of hurt, 

you're wondering if the ball's going to get knocked out of the sky.  The wind here plays a 

huge factor.  If the wind wasn't blowing with how generous the fairways are here and how 

large the greens are, you would see really low scores. 

 

Q.  15, 16 at this point? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Probably. 

 

Q.  You looked at the leaderboard, it's kind of an eclectic mix, long hitters, short 

hitters.  What about the golf course kind of lends itself to that? 

 

PATRICK REED:  I think the biggest thing is a lot of the holes you can hit driver, but for the 

long hitters it's probably not the smartest play so they're having to kind of play it back to 

some yardages.   

 

And then, you know, with how the wind's blowing, longer hitters normally hit it higher in the 

air so the ball's going to be more affected.  The guys that don't hit it as far can flight it a little 

bit.  They're able to kind of shoot it through the wind or play it underneath the wind. 

 

Q.  With regards to the weather conditions, with regards to the conditions of the 

course, how it's playing, Doug kind of touched on it, so many guys up there towards 

the lead.  You're going to go out and play your game, but how exciting is this being a 
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competitor being in contention like this on Sunday with so many guys up there? 

 

PATRICK REED:  It's always exciting.  Anytime you can be in contention on late Sunday 

and play late in the round, it's always nice.  So the main thing is, though, you can't get ahead 

of yourself.  You can't think about the trophy mid round or anything like that; you just need to 

continue playing your game of golf and go out there and just take a shot at a time. 

 

Q.  Have you had the Ryder Cup yet? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Not yet. 

 

Q.  What are you going to do with it?  Do you have to sign up for it or how's that 

work? 

 

PATRICK REED:  That's a good question.  I would have to ask Justine, she's the 

businesswoman.  I just play golf. 

 

Q.  What does the New Orleans tournament do for you, either playing with the partner 

or the new format, what did that do for you, if anything? 

 

PATRICK REED:  It was a lot of fun.  I loved the new format, it's kind of a different change 

of pace.  I think the biggest thing for it was it allowed you to get some rounds of golf 

underneath your belt as well as, you know, allow just to get that camaraderie back and 

playing some golf with some guys.   

 

It's a lonely game out here.  It's you, your caddie and that's about it.  Whenever you can 

have teammates and play with some guys, turns out to be a lot of fun, and they can heckle 

each other back and forth.  If they're down, you can pick them up.  It's just different. 

 

Q.  Who's the most stoic partner you've ever had, Ryder Cup, Presidents Cup, Zurich, 

Walker Cup? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Patrick Cantlay.  

 

Q.  Teach him anything? 

 

PATRICK REED:  I tried to teach him how to slam a club or something, some emotion.   

 

I'll never forget 12 ever.  I think that will be in the back of my mind for my whole career.  To 

watch him step up -- the guy hits every fairway he looks at.  For him to step up on a tee and 

dumb hook one dead left so far, I mean I'm sitting there and I've been over there.  I'm like, 

that is dead.   

 

For him to literally just kind of watch it fly, bend down, pick up his tee, hand the driver to his 

caddie as if he hit 320 down the middle.  I'm sitting here like, What are you doing?  I swear, 
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my driver would have been somewhere else.  That's just kind of how it was.  If you hit a poor 

shot, you know, it was just like, all right, we'll figure it out. 

 

Q.  Flip side, who's the closest guy who matches your emotion? 

 

PATRICK REED:  That I've played with? 

 

Q.  I'm not saying who beats it, I'm just saying -- 

 

PATRICK REED:  Yeah, I don't think anybody beats it. 

 

Q.  DJ's out? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Yeah, DJ, no chance. 

 

Q.  Jordan? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Jordan gets a little heated every once in a while.  I just think he complains 

to his caddie a lot.  He doesn't really get very angry at himself, he kind of complains to 

Michael a lot.  There's a running joke there just saying "Michael" every time he hits a shot or 

something like that.  Yeah, I mean, a lot of guys show emotion, it's just kind of hard to tell 

who kind of shows it the way I do. 
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