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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW: JON RAHM   ( -7) 
May 6, 2017 
 

 

Q.  So did you hit your worst chip and your best chip about a minute apart there on 

the 18th green? 

 

JON RAHM:  Pretty much, pretty much.  Well, I've hit a couple of good chips this week, but 

it was good to get the other one behind me. 

 

Q.  How exciting was that finish in front of this crowd in Wilmington to chip it in for 

birdie, and you are right in the fight for this tournament?  

 

JON RAHM:  Very.  I've been very welcomed here in Wilmington.  The crowd has been 

nothing but great.  I've had a lot of support somehow.  I've never been here before, but it's 

good to get the support.  And to be able to chip-in anywhere, on a day like today, a chip-in is 

very important carrying the momentum into tomorrow. 

 

Q.  You said a day like today, early on for most of the round it was chilly and cloudy 

and then the sun came out, so changeable weather conditions? 

 

JON RAHM:  It was, yeah.  It was different wind direction that we had this week.  It was 

chilly.  I was hot and cold every 10 minutes.  I didn't know if I wanted to take my sweater off.  

It was a little uncomfortable, but to be honest, once I made that putt on 5, completely forgot 

about the weather and got my mind on golf. 

 

Q.  Hopefully you're hot on Sunday.  Good luck, Jon.  

 

JON RAHM:  Thank you very much. 

 

Q.  Jon, what a great finish.  What's your takeaway from today's round? 

 

JON RAHM:  You know, ball-striking wise, I think today might have been the best round I've 

had.  I had a couple moments starting on No. 9 where I hit the shots exactly the way I saw 

them on 9, 10, 11, 13, 14 and even 15, and the outcome was not what I wanted.  I ended up 

either long or short, for the most part long.  I might have hit it too well for the wind conditions, 

didn't end up as close as I would have expected or on the green, right?  Luckily for me, my 

putter was really hot on the back nine.  I was able to make a lot of clutch putts from difficult 

situations which got the round going. 

 

Q.  What was the difference with the wind today than yesterday?  I know it was a lot 

gustier yesterday, but why was it more receptive for scoring?  

 

JON RAHM:  It was a different wind direction, which I believe was a little easier, especially 

coming down the stretch.  In my opinion, it made 13, 14, 15, 17 and 18 a lot easier.  The 
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front nine, there's back and forth, half and half of the holes you're going to be down or 

against.  But that back nine, I think today's wind makes it a little bit easier.  It makes 11 and 

12 longer.  13 plays the same, but 14, 15, 17 and 18 are extremely short.  I had a 7-iron into 

18 today when the other day I wasn't even thinking of getting close to the green.  So I feel 

like that's the difference.  Coming down the stretch when you're already warmed up, you get 

a couple of downwind holes and guys out here are going to take advantage of that. 

 

Q.  Tomorrow's supposed to be similar conditions, similar scoring, do you think? 

 

JON RAHM:  It's hard to predict.  If the greens firm up, it's going to be a little harder, more 

like on Monday and Tuesday, a little harder to keep it close to the hole.  It all depends how 

they set up the course and how hard they want to make it, but if it's similar to what it was 

today, I'm expecting similar scores.  I would take about a couple under or 3, 4 under to get to 

the top tomorrow. 

 

Q.  With so many guys bunched up closely on the leaderboard within two or three 

shots, seems like it's going to be an exciting finish out there tomorrow?  

 

JON RAHM:  I hope not.  I think I have -- my last win was a pretty exciting finish.  I don't 

want to go through that again, but obviously it will be exciting to watch obviously.  There's a 

lot of people even within four shots, you don't know what's going to happen.  Molinari shot 6 

under the first round, so someone who's at 3 under right now shoots 6 under and surprises 

all of us, so who knows. 

 

Q.  What will be the key out there tomorrow? 

 

JON RAHM:  There's a lot of keys possible.  Man, I don't know.  In my mind, I'm going to 

keep the same game plan, trying to keep the same confidence I've had on the tee and try to 

keep hitting it confident. 

 

Q.  Chip-in birdie, always a great way to finish a round.  Not only with that shot, but 

how much momentum do you think you built with your round today heading into 

tomorrow? 

 

JON RAHM:  Obviously a lot.  Ball-striking wise, besides that chip-in, it's been probably one 

of the best I've had all year suddenly this week.   

 

As I thought about it on the course, as many times I hit the shot exactly how I wanted it but I 

misjudged the wind or hit the ball a little too good for what the wind conditions were and 

didn't end up with the outcome that I hoped.   

 

But I try to take the positive from that.  Great ball-striking and extremely good putting today 

from 10 feet.  The chip-in was just a bonus.   

 

I was saying something good's going to happen on this back nine, it hasn't happened yet.  I 
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told him something's going to happen, and I thought it was the tee shot that I flew that 

bunker somehow.  But I told him, no, something's going to happen.  After flubbing that first 

one, I thought to myself, this is going in.  I just need to put it on the green, it's going to go in 

for sure, and I think I just willed it in, honestly.  My willpower made that ball go in. 

 

Q.  This feels a little bit like Torrey Pines, you're in the mix, you're chasing the lead, 

and you obviously proved yourself and proved to others that you can win chasing the 

lead.  Do you feel a lot more comfortable now heading into an opportunity to win on 

the final day than you did maybe a couple months ago? 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, I don't have the doubt if I'm capable of winning or not, which honestly 

never crossed my mind but I know now for sure.  To be honest, I've come pretty close since 

San Diego a couple times, closer than I expected.  And kind of like I did at Torrey Pines, 

hopefully I can use that hunger and that ambition to get it done tomorrow. 
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