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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW: ALEX NOREN  ( -7) 
May 6, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Where do you live full time now, in Jupiter?  

 

ALEX NOREN:  Not full time, I just spend three, four months, in Jupiter.  In Sweden the rest. 

 

Q.  Okay.  And you're committing full time, you're trying to commit full time to the 

PGA Tour? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Well, I'm trying to mix it up.  If I get a card, I'll mix it up. 

 

Q.  So right now just off the sponsor's exemptions? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  And then you're in next week for PLAYERS?  

 

ALEX NOREN:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Do you ever ask any guys that split their time any advice?  Seems like it's tough, 

it's almost like a science, right? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Yeah, it's really tough, and I think when you've got a baby at home, you try 

to -- 

 

Q.  Baby girl, right? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Yeah, baby girl. 

 

Q.  How old? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  A year. 

 

Q.  A year old. 

 

ALEX NOREN:  It's not too easy. 

 

Q.  Alex, you have eight wins on the European tower, four of those came last year.  

Now you're in the hunt for your very first PGA Tour win.  Does it feel any different? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Well, it feels different.  I'm not used to playing over here, and I know all the 

guys on the European Tour and coming here's a little bit different.  But it's still golf and 

somewhat similar golf courses, so I'll try my best to get used to it. 
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Q.  You've been splitting your time between Jupiter, Florida, and Sweden.  What is the 

challenge here in trying to play full time on the PGA Tour and also keep your 

European Tour card? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Well, it's very difficult.  Only, you know, there's a few guys that can do it and 

I'm trying to, you know, develop my game so I can do it.  But it's also tough with the traveling 

and with a family, so it's a lot of difficulties. 

 

Q.  We're looking at this leaderboard, right now in the top 2.  If you are in this final 

pairing tomorrow afternoon late, what do you think is going to be the major key to 

punch your first win over here? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Well, I played a lot with Patrick Reed actually this year and I know his game 

and he's very strong.  It's very tough conditions the last two days, and if it's going to be the 

same tomorrow, it's a very open field, I think.  I'm not trying to look too much for a win, just to 

play the way we wanted to and get the help from my caddie around here and we'll see what 

happens. 

 

Q.  Well, I know that wasn't the finish you were looking for, but you are right in the mix 

of this tournament challenging for a title on the PGA Tour.  Got to feel great? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Yeah, it feels great.  You know, I would have taken 69 in the beginning of 

this day.  It's quite tough conditions, very windy.  I managed to pull a good round and I'm 

happy with that. 

 

Q.  Did you have a feeling after that first round when you shot 67 that this could be a 

good week for me? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Yeah, I mean, I played good in the practice rounds and it usually helps to 

get a good feel for the course and settle down your nerves a bit, but anything can happen in 

golf.  And then I didn't start the second round very good and came back nicely, and I'm just 

trying to put in good rounds.  I know how tough it is to look too much for results. 

 

Q.  Speaking of nerves, how do you feel about Sunday now? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  It's nice.  It feels a little different out here.  I don't know, you know, it's a little 

bit more uncomfortable.  I played nine years on the European Tour and I know the courses 

and know the players.  This is a little bit different, but it's still, it's great.  It's a great feeling 

and it's a great golf course, tournament, everything.  So I'm enjoying it. 

 

Q.  Overall, how happy are you with the position you're in headed into Sunday? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Well, very happy I would have taken a 69 beginning of this day.  Pretty 

tough conditions.  Me and my caddie managed to play pretty much the way we wanted to 
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with the help of a few putts from outside the green, it always helps.  I'm pleased. 

 

Q.  You talked on Thursday about wanting to play in America because it would help 

better prepare you for the majors, three of the four are here.  What do you learn from a 

round like today that would possibly help you in a major? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Well, I think, I mean, there are so many places you don't want to be around 

these greens.  You learn how to play kind of away from pins and kind of tucked pins, and in 

majors you can't short-side yourself, you just can't do that.  You've got to position yourself off 

the tee.   

 

So there's a lot more to think about, I think, on a major course than maybe the average golf 

course.  That's what I'm trying to get used to, and also not seeing the high rough this week is 

not as much rough, but just seeing the shape of course we usually play in the majors. 

 

Q.  Strong wind and dealing with it, what was better training do you think, European 

Tour or Stillwater, Oklahoma? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Everybody in Europe says it doesn't blow over here in America, but in 

Oklahoma it was around 30 miles an hour every spring day, isn't it, and then fall was nicer.  

We played a lot of wind over there, and especially in Europe when you play a lot of wind, it's 

usually around links courses and you can hit different shots than here. 

 

Q.  Is there anything to it, though?  Do you think, Alex, we're at a completely new golf 

course for everybody and there's a lot of really good scores today by people who play 

the European Tour where you're on so many different places, you just have to adjust.  

Anything to that? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Well, I think one thing is maybe that, like you said, you adjust and there's 

no other way to it.  You have to adjust.  I think in Europe we're used to playing everything 

from links to soft golf courses.  In nine years on the European Tour, I'm just very happy to 

have a great place to go to work at.  I feel the same over here when I come here.  I'm 

enjoying different golf courses and I'm amazed how good a tournament like this is. 

 

Q.  What is the difference between being in contention on the European Tour event as 

opposed to this week being in contention? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Well, I think it's just, you know, you're just used to the players around you.  

Now I play more WGCs and majors and play with guys like Patrick Reed, for example, who's 

leading this week.  I think it's just get to know the players a little bit more and see them and 

play with them, then it doesn't become so unfamiliar. 

 

Q.  Kind of anybody's game going into tomorrow? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Yeah, I think so.  I learned the lesson when I was leading the first time -- I'm 
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not leading this week, but I thought I had to win it.  That's what Tiger did always.  And for 

some reason, you know, I thought losing a lead is very bad.  I idolized Tiger winning all the 

time.  And I'm light years away from Tiger, but that was my approach to it.   

 

And now, having led a few times on the European Tour, I've understood that you have to put 

a good round together and anybody can win.  If somebody shoots 8 under tomorrow, it 

doesn't matter what you do if you don't put a good round in.  So I'm very humble in that way, 

I think. 

 

Q.  How many years at Stillwater, Alex? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Four. 

 

Q.  Wow, that's more than a lot of American players.  

 

ALEX NOREN:  I know, I know.  I wasn't very good when I came there, so I had to stick 

around to learn. 

 

Q.  Did you actually graduate? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Congratulations.  Something else you've got up on the Americans. 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  We've seen you win so many times on the European Tour, especially last year.  

Now with an opportunity to win on the PGA Tour heading into Sunday.  But first about 

this day, were you satisfied with what you did out there today? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  I think overall I stayed patient as you have to in this weather conditions, and 

I putted pretty well and it's just a tricky golf course today.  You have to hit every approach 

shot with the right kind of flight, the right distance because the greens are not so easy to hit 

the targets on the greens.  The greens are fairly big, but where the pin is there's not much 

room. 

 

Q.  You've seen this golf course for the first time this week.  Do you fully think you 

have a great strategy set up, your knowledge of this golf course, do you think you 

comprehend right now? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Yeah, I think it's a mix how you feel for this particular shot, your approach.  

If you feel great about it, you take it on.  But overall, I think, yeah, everybody seems to play 

this golf course quite equally.  Everybody I played with pretty much hit it -- tried to hit it in the 

same places.  It's a great golf course that way because you can see where you need to be, 

but the tough thing is getting close to the pins and I didn't really manage that today.  I 
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managed it a few times, but managed to hole out from long sometimes, yeah. 
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