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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW: FRANCESCO MOLINARI  ( -6) 
May 6, 2017 
 

 

Q.  How would you assess your round out there? 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  I think I played well.  It was good.  Obviously it was tricky with 

the wind.  I played really well on the front nine, made some nice putts, and then just made 

some soft bogeys coming back.  A bit disappointing for the back nine but obviously still in it.  

Two shots, it's makeable tomorrow, so hopefully I'll score better tomorrow. 

 

Q.  And what was going right for you today on obviously this is the third day and 

you're still right there at the top.  What kind of was your mindset going not just from 

today but into tomorrow? 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Well, I was just trying to do the same, trying to play my own 

game and give myself as many chances as possible because it wasn't easy with the wind.  

But I did well, especially on the front nine and even on the back.  I didn't miss really that 

many shots and just misclubbed a couple of times and just paid for it every time.  So 

hopefully, as I say, I'll be happy to play the same way tomorrow, just to score better. 

 

Q.  Is there something that you draw on tomorrow from past experience, from past 

successes in your career? 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  We'll see what the conditions are.  Obviously if it is like today, 

it's tricky.  You know, you can easily bogey any hole and birdie any hole at the same time.  

So it's going to be a matter of just staying patient and, again, play my own game, create 

chances and hopefully make some putts. 

 

Q.  I was watching you on 5 and 6 and you seem like you kind of really get into the 

zone there, you're really focused.  When you're talking about playing your own game, 

can you elaborate on that and what's going through your head? 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Just, you know, doing my best with every shot, hitting the 

fairway off the tee, trying to hit it in birdie range with the shots to the green, and if I miss the 

green, trying to stiff the chip.  So it's just, as I said, a matter of patience and sticking with it 

out there.  It's not easy.  I'm sure it's not going to be easy tomorrow for anyone, so I need to 

create as many chances as possible and hopefully a few putts will drop at the right time. 

 

Q.  How does it feel to be in contention here, such a big tournament going into the 

final round tomorrow? 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, it's good.  It was nice obviously leading the first two 

rounds and it's nice still to be in a good position going into Sunday.  But I'm going to need a 

really good round, I think, tomorrow to win the tournament. 
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Q.  Third round contained three birdies and three bogeys for a level par 72. 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Obviously the start was very good.  I played really well all day, 

just a couple of soft bogeys coming in that I could have saved and that would have made the 

difference.  But I'm still in it going into tomorrow, so I think level par is not a bad round in 

these conditions. 

 

Q.  Your wake-up call was about 5:00 this morning, you had holes to complete.  How 

difficult is it to maintain good focus and concentration after such a long day? 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  It's pretty tough, but in between rounds I went back to the hotel 

just to (inaudible) for a second and tried to reset and restart for the new round and I did well.  

I think that the focus was good all day, I just misclubbed a couple of holes and paid for it. 

 

Q.  You holed some nice putts early in your round, notably this one at the 7th.  How 

comfortable are you feeling on the greens because it's a bit of a mixed bag this week? 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, I felt comfortable.  With the wind it's not easy, and 

sometimes you get gusts at the wrong time and might hit a good putt and it doesn't go in.  

So it was very good on the front.   

 

On the back I missed a couple that, again, could have made the difference.  But I hope to 

play the same way tomorrow and I'll have a good chance, I think. 

 

Q.  You've won four times around the world, including the HSBC Champions.  What's 

the most important thing that you've learnt that you can use tomorrow? 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Just stay patient.  No matter how you start, stick with it and try to 

play my own game, create chances.  I think the key is going to be create as many chances 

as possible.  Some putts are going to miss, some putts are going to go in, and hopefully 

there's going to be more going in. 

 

Q.  Your friend Edoardo won a few weeks ago, you'll have to get bragging rights 

back? 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, it would be nice to have a finish like he did in Morocco.    
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