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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW: PHIL MICKELSON   ( -4) 
May 6, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Obviously chillier, very windy.  How good was your round? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  It was a good round.  The wind changed and I think this was an easier 

wind than we played the first two days.  This seemed to make a lot more birdie holes out 

there, I thought, and it was a good round.  I'm not disappointed with it, but I certainly felt like 

there were a lot more opportunities.  I didn't feel like it was playing as tough as it did the first 

two days. 

 

Q.  So how do you feel about your position now three rounds through, keeping in 

mind that you think maybe you left a few shots out there today? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I think at least I've put myself in a position where if I get hot tomorrow 

and get it going, that I can make up the ground.  But I probably -- I was thinking I needed to 

shoot 5, 6, 7 under today to get right where I wanted. 

 

Q.  Reaction by the fans of Wilmington, got to be great for you? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  It really is.  I'm really pleasantly surprised how much support this 

tournament has had.  This is the first week we've been here and probably the only week 

because we'll go back to Quail, and it's just been spectacular how many people have come 

out, how fun it's been, how great the golf course is.  I'm very appreciative to Bobby Long and 

what he's done in helping make this such a great week. 

 

Q.  Just happy to make up a little ground today? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah.  I had fun today, I had a lot of fun.  I enjoyed it, I played well.  I 

had a lot of opportunities to take it even lower and really move up the leaderboard, but it was 

a good solid day.  It's probably not what I needed to get right where I wanted, but at least if I 

get it going tomorrow I have a good chance. 

 

Q.  How aggressive can you be on this golf course in these conditions? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Surprisingly, you can be a little more aggressive than you can think, 

but you have to use the slopes and contours on the green to stop the ball close rather than 

just flying it right at it because still, even though they're softer than the first couple of days, 

they're still tough to hold anything past a wedge.  But I think it's a lot easier today than it's 

been the first two days. 

 

Q.  Phil, it seemed like the wind picked up towards the end of your round there.  Did 

you have to adjust or were there any adjustments made as the round went on? 
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PHIL MICKELSON:  It kind of came and went through the day, and I think that's most of the 

guys will see it kind of comes and goes, increases in strength and then dies down.  But 

again, it's nothing like it was the first two days.  The greens were a lot firmer, the wind was 

stronger.  You had a really good chance today to make some birdies and we'll see some low 

scores today. 
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