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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW: JON RAHM   ( -4) 
May 5, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Just how difficult was it out there? 

 

JON RAHM:  It was very difficult.  You know, it's a course that will punish you if you get out 

of position off the tee, and with these wind conditions it's really, really hard to keep it in play.  

Luckily for me, I was able to bounce back pretty well and make a few putts. 

 

Q.  Was it tough to predict the wind and the speed specifically out there? 

 

JON RAHM:  There were a couple moments, yeah, where the difference between the wind 

being just straight right to left or being a little bit in toward that wind could mean easily 

20 yards just because it was blowing so hard.  So it was critical to not -- what happened to 

me on No. 2, right, after a great stretch of holes I hit it about 15, 20 yards -- actually, I carried 

it about 30 yards farther than what I wanted and that's mainly because the wind was a little 

different than what we expected, right.  So I'm not the only one dealing with this, probably 

happened to a couple other guys where they were 20 yards short or 20 yards long.  It's the 

same for everybody, just trying to scramble a couple pars.  

 

Q.  It's a pleasure to have Jon join us.  Jon, a round of 71 today.  I want to go back to 

that in just a second but I've got to go back to yesterday, a round of 69.  You hit one 

of those shots a Seve-esque recovery here at 15, a par 3, and I want you to describe it 

for us.  

 

JON RAHM:  Well, to be honest, it was the only option I had.  Like Phil would say, it was the 

percentage shot, right?  The higher I hit it, the higher the landing area and the better the 

chances of hitting it within 10 feet, which was the goal.  I did carry it a little bit longer than I 

wanted and I was a little closer than I expected.  It was just the only option I had.  It wasn't a 

good lie, I couldn't bump it, I had to go high. 

 

Q.  And you started at the 10th with 2 over par through 7, so how pleased are you to 

end up under par at the end of the day? 

 

JON RAHM:  Extremely.  You know, it was a tough, tough first few holes, so hitting good 

shots and not getting the outcome I expected, and then after that started making a couple 

bad swings.  After a great up-and-down again on 15, kind of got it going.  First birdie chance, 

realistically a birdie chance that I had was 17, made it and kind of got my aggressive 

mindset back.  Hit a couple of good shots in a row and those three birdies in a row got me 

going to the back nine.  Again, a few mistakes just because of the wind.  The wind 

conditions are hard, but to be able to finish the last six holes 2 under par, it was a great job. 

 

Q.  You described 17, your second shot here, how did you go about this one? 
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JON RAHM:  I hit a great driver and I had to knock something down, I had to knock it down.  

I hit a 7-iron hoping it would land short just on top of the slope where it did.  Luckily for me, 

the wind pushed it toward the hole.  I wasn't trying to go straight at it, but I ended up with 

straight putt. 

 

Q.  A huge storm came through here last night, 1.7 inches of rain fell, and yet the 

greens -- you're looking here at 18, your chip still seemed pretty firm? 

 

JON RAHM:  They were.  We all expected them to be a lot softer than they were today, 

especially on No. 12, which is rock solid.  That chip shot, I had to land it on the downslope.  

It was a little bit of a buried lie so I kind of played it that way, a little tough spin shot hoping it 

would roll all the way back.  But they were a lot firmer than expected.  It made any downwind 

shot a lot harder in the wind. 

 

Q.  First of all, just obviously a strong day for you, but what was it like playing in 

these conditions from the morning to the afternoon when the wind started being more 

prevalent? 

 

JON RAHM:  I feel like today was the day we were expecting yesterday afternoon.  You 

know, this is getting your mindset to it, I knew it was going to be a tough day, bogeys were 

going to happen, but I just had to be confident that the birdies were going to come.  I did 

make a few more birdies than I expected, which are very welcome, and luckily I got the 

putter hot for a little bit and was able to make three in a row and kind of got the round back 

in position after a rough start. 

 

Q.  When you consider the conditions, was today's round better than yesterday? 

 

JON RAHM:  Oh, no, no.  The greens, the greens weren't nearly as soft as I expected them 

to be.  I think all of us expected them to be a little softer, especially No. 12.  You know, it was 

still raining and it was rock solid, it was hard to hit it close to that pin.  Pretty similar to how I 

played yesterday, and if anything, the greens rolled better.  So with this wind and the greens 

being a little smoother in the morning, I feel like it makes it a little harder.  The ball is going to 

flight a little easier and I think the scores show that yesterday was a little easier day than it 

was today mainly just because of the wind. 

 

Q.  Is it an advantage playing this morning early when you guys had soft conditions 

and the wind was down? 

 

JON RAHM:  I didn't feel like the wind was down much when I teed off at least.  Yeah, I 

think so because at least we had a little softer conditions, there was a little moisture on the 

greens, a little more, and somewhat easier to stop it in some spots.  But I think still it's going 

to be equally a tough test, maybe a little harder in the afternoon just because it seems to be 

getting a little windier. 

 

Q.  Talk about 9.  It seemed like you were frustrated there trying to putt out on 9.  
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JON RAHM:  Well, the ball did roll three feet away from the hole, which I'm not always 

happy about it.  I probably hit the two best shots of the day, flushed both of them, had 

20 feet straight up the hill and I was surprised the ball stayed there.  It was on a slope and 

maybe I should have gone a little faster and marked the ball.  It's just things that happen.  

Paul and I got a little frustrated because I had a foot for par and the ball was just oscillating a 

lot, it was vibrating.  It happened on a couple other holes.  It's on the verge of the ball 

moving more often than it probably has today, but luckily I got through it. 

 

Q.  Jon, was the wind steady or did it gust to a point where it fooled you a few times? 

 

JON RAHM:  Oh, it gusted pretty good.  There were a couple times where it gusted.  I tried 

to wait but those gusts were pretty strong.  It fooled me on No. 2.  I think that was more wind 

direct than gust.  It fooled me on No. 10, my first of the day.  I got a gust and then I was 

short of the green instead of on the green.  You know, I wouldn't say I had gusts, it was such 

a strong wind that you knew it was going to happen, it was just a matter of hitting the right 

shot. 

 

Q.  What time did you pull out of bed this morning, what time? 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, I woke up -- I think thunder woke my girlfriend up and she jumped out of 

bed and woke me up.  You know, usually when someone moves in bed that much, the other 

person's going to wake up, and that was about 4:40 in the morning, about 10 minutes before 

I was planning to wake up.  My caddie was already awake and I told him, Did you hear that?  

Did it wake you up, too?  Yeah, I was planning on waking up close to 5:00 and 4:40 is when 

I woke up.  Went back to bed afterwards, though. 

 

Q.  Pleased to get finished today? 

 

JON RAHM:  Yeah, extremely, especially with an under-par round. 

 

Q.  Is this more fun than if it was just dead calm? 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, it is fun because I played good, but it does get a little frustrating 

sometimes.  I certainly enjoy days like this.  Kind of leaves a little room for imagination in a 

couple shots, and I feel like it's a true test where the good players will probably end up doing 

better, or whoever's playing better is going to shine a little more than people who are not 

playing as good. 
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