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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW: SEAMUS POWER   ( - 5) 
May 5, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Seamus, congratulations.  That was a grind out there today.  Just talk about the 

round, battling the winds and getting in at 5 under.  

 

SEAMUS POWER:  Yeah, it's tough going.  There's a lot of places there's wind swirling in 

the trees a little bit, you have kind of your best guess looking at your compass.  You know, 

just try to hit a committed shot no matter what's going on.  Yeah, managed to hole a few 

putts.  Dropped a couple near the end, which was disappointing, but it's a tough finish.  

Every hole you can drop a shot on very quickly if you're out of position, so overall pretty 

pleased. 

 

Q.  Getting in the right spot on the greens because both at 15 and 17 when you're on 

the green, you end up three-putting because you were miles away? 

 

SEAMUS POWER:  Yeah, at times here -- I missed the green at 18, had a much easier shot 

than I had at either 15 or 17.  You've got to hit it in the right sections because they're fast, 

undulating greens and out of position's very difficult. 

 

Q.  How tough were 9 and 10 trying to figure out what to hit? 

 

SEAMUS POWER:  No. 9, it was unbelievable.  I feel like that was the strongest that the 

wind blew around the course, too.  No. 9, I tried to hit a 6-iron and probably 

missed -- probably came up 30 yards short.  And 10, I hit a 5-iron from 160 downhill.  It's 

just, it's unusual.  It messes with your eyes because you're just uncomfortable hitting that 

shot knowing that if the wind dies, you might watch a ball sail into the water around the 

greens.  Again, you've just got to pick a number and you've got to go with it and just try to 

get through those.  You've got a couple chances after that. 

 

Q.  Just your thoughts about going into the weekend.  You're 5 under, you survived.  I 

know you lost a couple shots down the stretch but you're in good shape.  

 

SEAMUS POWER:  Yeah, very pleased.  Those guys playing this afternoon, it's going to be 

tough still.  I think the forecast is for some more wind for tomorrow.  My game plan feels 

pretty good, so keep doing a lot of the same things and hopefully some putts go in.  

 

Q.  Seamus, it was a grinding type day out there.  Talk about your round.  

 

SEAMUS POWER:  Yeah, it was tough.  It was tough to judge the wind.  It's swirling all over 

the place and it's awfully strong.  And greens like this that are firm and fast, you know, you 

slightly get a gust the wrong way and all of a sudden you missed the green in the wrong spot 

or you're 40, 50 feet away and really struggling.  So you've got to just commit, you've got to 

pick a number.  You go through it as best you can with your caddie and just pick a number 
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and hopefully hope you get the kind of right gust.  But yeah, it's mentally tiring out there, 

more so than normal.  But as I said, you just have to keep hanging in there knowing that it's 

tough for everyone else, too. 

 

Q.  Do you go through -- a lot of rookies goes through this, do you get to a point 

where you start to feel comfortable? 

 

SEAMUS POWER:  Definitely, yeah, I think every tournament you do.  You just get used to 

the situation, get used to the people around.  I think, to be honest, this is a great week for 

rookies because it's a course that nobody's seen before.  I think that's one of the toughest 

things for rookies is you're playing golf courses that a lot of guys have played, depending on 

the player, anywhere from 20 to 40 to 50 times.  You're seeing it for the first time and just 

seeing it on a Tuesday, and it changes between Tuesday and Thursday.  Whereas here 

we're in the same boat as everyone else, so I think it's an advantage, or it's going to feel like 

more of an advantage for the rookies.  So yeah, but I feel comfortable on this type of golf 

course and I like this type of grass, so it's good. 

 

Q.  Some people have been talking about using the rain and how that would make the 

greens a little bit softer and some said they liked it better.  

 

SEAMUS POWER:  Yeah, I thought they were going to be softer.  We hit some shots into 

the first hole and it bounced a little bit softer yesterday but not much.  It's amazing actually 

how firm they stayed, but certainly is a little softer.  But you're hitting some longer shots in 

because you weren't getting the run in the fairways, and then it's obviously windier today so 

it's tough to judge.  But if you had a good number with a wedge, it was a little bit softer.  

Besides that, it was still tough going. 

 

Q.  And that's probably a cliche, but growing up in Ireland do you actually enjoy 

playing in the wind? 

 

SEAMUS POWER:  Yeah, I don't mind it, but like here it's much, much tougher when the 

wind blows like this.  You have a shot on 10 where, I mean, you've only got eight, nine yards 

of green, there's a bunker short and like over the green is dead.  Where a lot of links golf you 

can at least run it in and you don't have to worry about it, like doing something, trying to land 

it the perfect distance.  Where links golf, if you get the shape right and the flight right, you 

can usually run it up there somewhere close.  But I think it is an advantage.  I said just 

mentally just accepting that your 5-iron's going to go 170 yards instead of what it normally 

goes or whatever it's going to go, I think that's an advantage during the wind.  But you still 

have to commit to shots and just hopefully it's going to go your way.    

 

Q.  How do you take positives or negatives from today going into tomorrow knowing 

maybe it won't rain but you're still going to have the wind? 

 

SEAMUS POWER:  Yeah, still going to have the wind so the course is probably going to 

play pretty similar.  I don't think it's going to be quite as windy.  But no, there are a lot of 
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positives.  I feel like right from the get-go I kind of had a good game plan of where I want to 

be aggressive and where I'm going to kind of lay off a bit.  Just to continue that over the 

weekend I think is going to be key for me. 
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