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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW: BILLY HURLEY, III     ( -5) 
May 5, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Billy, congratulations on a great round on a really rough day for a round of golf, 

including birdieing four of your last seven, and what a great par save at nine, that was 

a 13-footer you knocked in.  Just your thoughts on how you played today. 

 

BILLY HURLEY, III:  Yeah, I played really solidly.  I hit a couple of putts too hard, struggled 

with the speed, kind of (inaudible) the first 10 or 11 holes (inaudible) three-putted the second 

green but I was able to, like you said, birdie four of the last seven coming in and really happy 

to par 9.  I mean, we hit 4-iron from 174 and didn't get to the front of the green.  It started 

really howling on the last hole. 

 

Q.  I was going to say, the wind's really picked up as the day went on.  How much did 

that play havoc with club selection? 

 

BILLY HURLEY, III:  It made it really difficult, for sure.  I mean, at least I think with the rain 

the greens were a little softer, so even though you had to deal with the wind, you didn't have 

to deal with the ball running like crazy on the ground on top of the wind, so that made it a 

little bit easier.  But the wind really picked up at the end and it was a hard golf course for the 

last nine holes. 

 

Q.  You had to come out (inaudible.)  Tomorrow so I think that's put you in at least a 

(inaudible) position going into the weekend? 

 

BILLY HURLEY, III:  Yeah, I mean you get to get done today, which is nice, and obviously 

not everybody in the afternoon will get done.  We'll just kind of wait and see when the restart 

is to kind of get an idea when we play tomorrow.  

 

Q.  Final thoughts on this golf course?   

 

BILLY HURLEY, III:  Well, it's just as pure as pure can be.  It's going to be in the top three 

best manicured golf courses we play this year.  I mean, the greens are just perfect.  If you 

miss a putt, it's your fault.  They've done a really nice job here at Eagle Point.  We're happy 

to be here. 

 

Q.  Great stuff this afternoon in the wind, good luck on the weekend.  

 

BILLY HURLEY, III:  Thanks a lot. 

 

Q.  Here with Billy Hurley, III, talking about how difficult the conditions are out there.  

It was really howling on the 18th hole, you hit a 4-iron 155 yards.  Considering the 

conditions out there, (inaudible)? 
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BILLY HURLEY, III:  Absolutely.  I played really solidly today.  Like every round of golf, you 

want one or two back, but to finish four birdies out of the last seven holes and make the par 

save on 9, that was a good feeling heading into the weekend. 

 

Q.  And your finish --  

 

BILLY HURLEY, III:  That's right. 

 

Q.  When you have a good finish like that, do you feel like that's momentum heading 

into the next day, or do you just treat the next day as totally separate? 

 

BILLY HURLEY, III:  I think it totally carries over.  If you play well coming in and hole some 

nice putts and then hit some nice shots, especially the last hole, it always feels good to 

make one on the last.  It doesn't matter what it's for or how long it is, you always want to 

make the putt on the last hole. 

 

Q.  This is the first of five in a row.  Mentally, how do you prepare for a stretch like 

this? 

 

BILLY HURLEY, III:  I think you just have to set the schedule.  I'll go home a couple days in 

between tournaments on some Mondays, try and like get away from the tour and do that as 

we go through the next five weeks.  My family will come out once, my wife's going to come 

out just her once, so we kind of mix it up a little bit to try to keep fresh because five in a row's 

a lot. 

 

Q.  I'll just ask you about the shot on 9.  Over the grand scheme of 72 holes, a par 

save probably doesn't seem like much, but will it at the end of the day? 

 

BILLY HURLEY, III:  Well, you know, it was really big for me because I've finished poorly in 

a lot of rounds of golf in the last month or so, so that was really big for me.  I double bogeyed 

17 yesterday, I double bogeyed the 72nd hole in San Antonio, I bogeyed the 72nd hole in 

Hilton Head.  So it was big for me to get that putt in the hole and just carry the momentum. 

 

Q.  Did something click on your back nine there when you made those four birdies 

coming down the stretch? 

 

BILLY HURLEY, III:  Well, I hit two of them to about two and a half feet, so two wedges to 

inside three feet, so that helps.  And then I just finally got the speed right I think is what 

happened on the other two putts.  I had a lot of good looks today and really didn't get the 

speed quite proper until the last seven holes. 

 

Q.  How much more difficult was the golf course today, obviously more difficult with 

the wind? 

 

BILLY HURLEY, III:  Well, it was more difficult with the wind.  Thankfully, with the rain it was 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


3 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

softer.  If we didn't have this rain and then we had this wind, it would have been pretty brutal.  

So we didn't have to completely worry about the ball running away from you on the ground 

as much as it did yesterday, and with how windy it is, that helps. 

 

Q.  Do you fancy yourself a good wind player? 

 

BILLY HURLEY, III:  I've gotten a lot better at it.  I wouldn't say that that's incredibly one of 

my strengths.  You know, growing up I wasn't very good at it, but I've gotten better at it the 

last three years. 

 

Q.  How does that feel, the last two days you had perfect weather, today it rained, 

we're supposed to have winds throughout the weekend.  How's that make it difficult 

to kind of change from day to day like that? 

 

BILLY HURLEY, III:  Well, you know, it's things that you prepare for.  We look at that at the 

beginning of the week, we look at the forecast through the end of the week and kind of get 

an idea of what holes are going to play downwind or into the wind, where is the wind going 

to be.  So even when we played the pro-am on Wednesday with very little wind, we were still 

looking at where's the wind going to be and trying to figure out how the course was going to 

play knowing that the wind was coming. 
  

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour

