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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW: JON RAHM     ( -3) 
May 4, 2017 
 

 

JON RAHM:  You know, it was really some good ball striking, especially on the tee.  My 

driver was a real good weapon today, felt pretty comfortable with the putter.   

 

Q.  It's a new golf course for the majority of the field, including yourself.  (Inaudible). 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, each day's different, you're feeling different.  The main thing for me is I 

saw that my driver's a great weapon as it was today, right?  So if I can take advantage of 

that, I'll make it a little easier on the par 4s into the wind or downwind, having shorter irons, 

being able to be a little more aggressive.  A good example of that today was 8 where I hit a 

great driver into the wind and in (inaudible.)  So my main strategy is trying to hit it hard off 

the tee.  Hopefully I can keep doing it the same way. 

 

Q.  Jon, just get some comments on your opening round. 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, you know, I was anxious to get back into the action, three weeks without 

playing competitive golf and couldn't have started the best way.  Two perfect shots on the 

first hole, tap-in birdie and got the round started.  I felt really confident throughout the day, 

just a couple -- two bogeys actually made were after two mis-clubs on 11 and 13, right, 

where we're thinking the wind was going to help out, it just knocked it down and missed it 

way short.  A couple mistakes you make every once in a while when you haven't played.  

But that's golf, it happens.  Really happy with that 69, I've got to say.  I didn't expect very low 

scores out there, but to be one of the scores under 70, it's a really good result. 

 

Q.  Guys didn't know what to expect from this golf course being the first year, but 

you're leading the field in driving distance.  Did you feel like you could be aggressive 

out there? 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, that was my main focus, you know, trying to take advantage of my 

driving.  I've been hitting it very solid every day and I certainly hit it very solid today.  There 

weren't many drives -- I think I missed two fairways, 18 being one of them and the other one 

was 7.  The one on 7 was a very long one, too.  I mainly went through the fairway.  So it 

really is an advantage because basically I'm not hitting many long irons into those greens, 

especially when I'm into the wind, so I can spin the ball and stop it close.  Obviously when 

it's downwind there's nothing you can do, it's going to be hard for all of us, and try to hold on 

and maybe hit a good shot.  But, you know, I feel like everything went well today.  Driving 

was great, iron play was amazing, my short game was on point, so it really was a 

well-rounded day.  Hopefully I can hit a couple of better shots with the wedges the rest of the 

week. 

 

Q.  Do you feel like you can stay aggressive? 
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JON RAHM:  I tend to be aggressive everywhere.  Sometimes it pays off, sometimes it 

doesn't.  Luckily for me today it paid off.  I feel like when the conditions are the way they are, 

if I tee off being scared, it's not going to go as planned.  And our plan, Adam and I had the 

perfect plan for me today.  We're trying to hit the perfect drive, which I did quite a bit today 

which is lucky, and once we were in the fairway, we tried to assess if we were going to go for 

that pin or not.  You know, we had a lot of good numbers going on.  I feel really well with the 

irons so I was able to take in a couple of them, and luckily with this wind to hit a couple close 

like I did on the front nine, lucked out. 

 

Q.  When was the last time you teed off scared, when you were three?  

 

JON RAHM:  No, I've got to say when I was at Oakmont.  Teeing off on 10, first tee shot in 

the U.S. Open, I was not happy with that because neither 10 or 1 are easy tee shots.   

 

But I wouldn't say scared, maybe too tentative or too passive, trying to not be aggressive, try 

to not make mistakes and try to hit the shots.  That's what I mean by scared.  Try to keep it 

in play, let's hit this thing on the green.  That's what I mean by scared.  Certainly I don't like 

having that approach.  Every time I have that approach I make a couple pars and I make a 

bogey, and as soon as I make a bogey, I flip the switch and I go in birdie mode.  I just had to 

start that way today.  Luckily, I made birdie on the first hole and kept it going for the rest of 

the round. 
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