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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW: ALEX NOREN   ( -5) 
May 4, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Alex, 5 under, what a great way to start this tournament.  You close out your last 

hole with a great 10-foot birdie putt, also.  

 

ALEX NOREN:  Yeah, it felt very nice to get that done.  I played most of the shots the way I 

wanted to and finally start with a good round.  It hasn't been many tournaments this year 

where I started good, so I'm happy. 

 

Q.  We've heard your fellow professionals just rave about this layout, they've used the 

word "Augusta."  The conditions of the course are just immaculate.  Your 

impressions of the course as you went around today? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Well, it's unbelievable how you can get a course in this shape.  Every piece 

of it, even where we're not supposed to be, you know, where we're supposed to be playing 

from.  And the greens are fantastic.  I played early group and there was no spike marks at 

all.  They're unbelievable.  I think they softened the greens a little bit from yesterday and that 

was nice of them to do that. 

 

Q.  How do you keep it rolling for tomorrow?  What will you work on to get your game 

in shape to go out there and shoot another great number in the second round? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Yeah, just trying to do what I usually do.  You know, you try to get in shape 

for what shots you need out here.  It's a lot of -- everybody's going to miss greens out here 

because they roll off.  Today I hit a lot of greens, but you never know the next days.  So I'm 

working a lot on the short game and trying to stay fresh as well. 

 

Q.  Six birdies on his card for the 12th-ranked player in the world on a difficult golf 

course.  Not the easiest conditions out there, breeze was blowing a bit.  Give me one 

or two things that you felt like you did very well out there today.  

 

ALEX NOREN:  Well, first of all, it's nice when they softened the greens up a little bit from 

the practice days.  When you come out and see that it doesn't bounce over the green on 10, 

it makes you maybe have a little bit better attitude.  I hit it good off the tee and holed a lot of 

putts, which always helps. 

 

Q.  Alex, you're a world-class player, you won four times on the European Tour last 

year, been inside the top-10 in the world ranking.  You've played a handful of events 

over here in the United States, not had the same success here that you've had in 

Europe.  In your opinion, why is that? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Well, I think it's -- I played over there for 10 years, you're used to the 
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courses, you play the same courses every year.  You know the players you're playing with 

and you get comfortable in a place like that, like all the players that have been here for 10 

years.  So I think experience helps and I'm trying to get into here, and I think combining 

events over here and a lot of events in Europe only helps my game.  And coming to tough 

courses like this helps for competing in the majors, and that's my ultimate goal is to play a 

little bit better in the majors. 

 

Q.  You looked comfortable out there today, we wish you the best the rest of the way. 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Thanks a lot. 

 

Q.  How do you assess your round today? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Well, I was very happy, got off to a good start and felt comfortable 

straightaway.  It's been two good practice rounds for me where I felt like it was a nice course 

and I loved -- you know, it's in perfect shape, so what's not to like?  And then got off to a 

good start, putting well, made a few longer birdie putts which I haven't done maybe lately in 

the tournaments. 

 

Q.  What did you learn from your first two days of practice there that kind of helped 

you out today as you went through? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Well, it's kind of like all these greens kind of tilt one way or the other.  It's 

like a few holes it's better to miss on the right side, a few holes you can't miss on the left and 

vice versa.  So you've got to know a place like this.  The greens are the very tricky parts.  Off 

the tee you kind of know where you need to go.  It's not easy, but you can see it.  On the 

greens, it's not always what you see is what you get so you've got to know the place.  And 

we tried to study greens in the practice round and today it worked out. 

 

Q.  Alex, your plan is to play more over here on the PGA Tour? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Yeah, I'm trying to, you know, earn a card here so I can combine the two.  

I've got a little kid at home.  They like it in Sweden and we'll see how it goes, but the ultimate 

goal is to be able to have a card here as well. 

 

Q.  What's your schedule on the PGA Tour going forward from here? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Well, I played this, I'm playing next week, then I've got one more sponsor's 

invitation to use and then I've played my 12, including the majors and the WGCs going 

forward, and that's about the amount I'm allowed to play as a nonmember.  So maybe I'll 

stick one more tournament in there and we'll see what happens. 

 

Q.  Do you know which it is? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  I don't know, I haven't looked. 
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Q.  What have you been doing since Augusta? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  I've been in Sweden for three weeks moving houses and trying to spend 

some time with them. 

 

Q.  Alex, there's a rumor that rain tomorrow with some winds in the morning to early 

afternoon.  What can you take from today that will help you with that tomorrow? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Well, I think, I mean, it's going to make the course a little maybe softer, 

which I said about the greens were extremely difficult the first two practice rounds and today 

they were a little bit kinder to us.  You know, landing the balls, you can stop at least the 

shorter clubs.  So rain is going to help us, but maybe not playing in rain is not so nice.  But 

the wind is tough.  Here, no wind as in the pro-am, it feels a lot easier than some of the 

shots today. 

 

Q.  Twelfth in the world, I think you're right behind Adam Scott and right in front of 

Jon Rahm.  Do you feel a little bit overlooked sometimes that people don't realize how 

high up the world ranking you've gotten? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  I think when you play different tours, that's how it goes.  You know, that's 

what I'm trying to do, to try to get a schedule as good a schedule as competing against the 

best players, that's my goal.  It's been a great season so far to do that, you know, to get 

used to it a little bit more.  We've got a lot of great events in Europe, and trying to combine 

them with some of these events would be very nice for me developing my game. 

 

Q.  What's your experience like at THE PLAYERS? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  At THE PLAYERS? 

 

Q.  Yeah, THE PLAYERS Championship.  

 

ALEX NOREN:  Well, I've never played it.  This is going to be the first time.  I played the 

course once, but I've never played in the tournament. 

 

Q.  What were the circumstances where you played the course? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  They were in college, we just played a practice round, so I don't remember 

much.  It was a very long time ago. 

 

Q.  Did you hit the green on 17? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  I did, yeah.  It was straight downwind, so it wasn't hard. 
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