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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW: GRAYSON MURRAY  ( -5) 
May 4, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Overall, just how do you assess your round today? 

 

GRAYSON MURRAY:  I mean, good.  If you would have told me 5 under to start the day, I 

would have taken it because I knew there was going to be wind this afternoon.  And it ended 

up being not I don't think as windy as what they called for, which is nice.  It still blew, but 

playing with Brian Campbell, who also shot 5 today, we kind of fed off each other, which was 

nice. 

 

Q.  Can you tell me where your relationship with Hicksey kind of got started?  

 

GRAYSON MURRAY:  Yeah, his son and I are the same age.  I think he played his first 

junior golf event with me, and my dad and Hicksey good friends.  Yeah, it's been a good 

relationship. 

 

Q.  How about a guy that's been there, done that, you know, caddied for a major 

winner, one of the most recognizable major wins in Carolina history.  How invaluable 

is that, his expertise? 

 

GRAYSON MURRAY:  I mean, you can't put a price tag on it if that's what you're asking.  

I'm lucky to have him because there's a lot of things I'm getting used to being a rookie out 

here and he's making it feel a lot more -- it's more comfortable when he's on the bag.  He 

knows more people, he knows the courses, and we're just getting through this stretch early 

on in the year.  We kind of -- we didn't play our best golf out on the west coast, but I've been 

playing well the last couple weeks, so this is just a carryover from the last couple weeks. 

 

Q.  You can't put a price tag on it.  How much do you pay him? 

 

GRAYSON MURRAY:  Probably not enough. 

 

Q.  I wanted to ask you, being from around the area, what was your anticipation 

coming into today with this being here in Wilmington, and then also how does it feel 

to perform so well here on the first day? 

 

GRAYSON MURRAY:  Yeah, no, I've played in front of a home crowd last year in the 

Web.com event right there behind my back door really, so I like it.  I feed off my friends and 

family out here watching me.  It kind of motivates me a little bit, not because -- because 

they're not usually -- they don't get the opportunity to come and watch me very often.  So 

this week, and hopefully if I'm in the PGA at Quail, and the Wyndham, so I get three 

opportunities this year to play in front of them, which will be special. 

 

Q.  And a couple of guys talked about the greens, they talked about the impact of the 
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wind here.  What were some things that you took from today that you can hopefully 

carry through into the weekend? 

 

GRAYSON MURRAY:  Yeah, I hit the ball really well off the tee.  I gave myself uphill putts, 

which is key out here because if you're above the hole, it makes it very tough to be 

aggressive like you want to.  So I was able to leave myself a lot of makeable birdie putts and 

cashed in on a lot of them, which was nice. 

 

You know, four bogeys today, I've got to clean that up a little bit just because I know I'm not 

going to make nine birdies every day.  And we will, we will. 
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