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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW: FRANCESCO MOLINARI  ( -6) 
May 4, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Let's start at the end with the chip at 18.  As you walked up to it, looked like you 

felt pretty confident about that chip and sure enough you roll it right in for your eighth 

birdie of the day.  Incredible, Francesco.  

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, it was a great round.  On 18 I couldn't really see from the 

fairway where the ball finished or I was worried it was going to be in the second cut, and I 

was happy when I saw it was in the first cut and it was makeable for sure.  But it came out 

just perfect and it was a great way to end up the day, very good round. 

 

Q.  Your impressions of this golf course?  We've heard some great reviews from your 

fellow professionals.  I would imagine going around 6-under your first time around, 

your impression's got to be positive, but what did you think of the course? 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  You know, I loved it.  Tuesday I played 18 holes and I didn't 

know what to expect because I've never been here, but it's a great track.  It's not the longest, 

but especially with the breeze, you need to hit good shots.  You need to hit not only the 

greens but you need to hit the ball in the right spot on the greens to leave makeable putts.  

It's good fun.  Every hole is different.  It challenges every part of your game and I really 

enjoyed it today. 

 

Q.  Do you feel like you accomplished your goal, because we could see some bad 

weather come in tomorrow that could affect scoring. 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, well, we'll see.  I saw the forecast for the week and it's 

going to be really windy, probably more than today, so it's nice to get off to a good start.  

Yeah, I know it's just a start, so it's great, but there's a long way to go.  

 

Q.  Excellent way to finish the round.  If we can get some comments on your day. 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, just a very good day.  I started off really well but missing 

some short putts, and then started making some longer putts, which was nice.  Just a very 

good, solid round.  I made two chips, obviously 18 and on No. 5, the par 3, so that's a 

bonus.  Just happy I played really well.  It's tricky with the wind, but I hit a lot of good shots, 

gave myself lots of chances.  I missed some makeable ones, but as I said, I made a couple 

off the green and some nice putts, so great day. 

 

Q.  Francesco, when you saw the course for the first time, did you like it? 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, yeah, I loved the -- it was my first time at Quail Hollow last 

year and I loved it, and obviously I didn't know what to expect coming here, but it's a 

different style than Quail Hollow but it's another great course.  It's not the longest, but you 
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need to hit good shots.  With the wind, you need to hit the ball left to right and right to left.  

It's just a very good, solid course. 

 

Q.  When you finished out there on 18, beautiful shot there, what were you are feeling 

as you went into 18 knowing you had been playing so well and were tied for the lead? 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, well, the tee was up, so even if it was into the wind, I 

knew it was going to be a birdie chance.  Then I didn't play the hole as well as I would have 

liked to, but when I got there on my fourth shot, obviously I saw I had a good lie and it was a 

pretty makeable chip.  So just focused on trying to make it and it came out perfect and rolled 

right in. 

 

Q.  Can you talk about like European playing on the PGA Tour, what is the way you 

use to keep not having home sickness? 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, it's not easy I think for us coming over.  It took me a 

couple of seasons to adapt and to get used to the courses and the conditions.  It was a new 

challenge coming here two years ago playing more tournaments here and I enjoyed it a lot, 

and obviously now I feel more comfortable and I've improved a lot in the last couple of years 

and I'm looking forward to this season. 

 

Q.  There's a chance tomorrow, a good chance we have rain in the morning, maybe 

some high winds.  How can you take what you learned from today and kind of use 

that tomorrow if the conditions aren't so ideal? 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Well, it's a course that can change completely if the direction of 

the wind changes, we're going to play a different course tomorrow.  So I just have to keep 

doing my things, keep hitting good shots, keep giving myself chances and try to save par if I 

miss the green.  We'll see how it goes.  I think it's going to be windy all week, not only 

tomorrow, so I'm looking forward to the challenge. 

 

Q.  Does it feel like a round like this has been coming for some time? 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, I had lots of good rounds this year.  I think I had 

something like eight top 25s in 11 tournaments so I've been playing really well.  Obviously 

today I made a few more putts than maybe the last couple of months, which is always nice.  

But I went back from Augusta and Hilton Head knowing that I was playing really well but I 

needed to make more putts, so I worked on the putting a lot the last couple weeks and it 

paid off today. 

 

Q.  Is it a little bit extra incentive with what Edoardo did, is that sort of a brotherly 

(inaudible)? 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  No, I don't think particularly.  It was great to see him win.  

Obviously he's had a pretty tough time the last few seasons, so when he gets back here 
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competing in the same tournament, it will be the next (inaudible.)  

 

Q.  Francesco, how would you assess your round? 

 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Very good.  Obviously I'm very pleased with it.  I started playing 

really well the first couple of holes and missed a couple of short putts, but then hit a really 

good shot into 3, made a good putt into 4 and then holed a chip on 5, so it turned around.  

Yeah, just played well, gave myself a lot of chances.  I missed some makeable ones but 

then I holed some longer ones, which is always nice.  Yeah, just really happy. 
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