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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW: PHIL MICKELSON  ( -1) 
May 4, 2017 
 

 

Q.  How would you assess your day out there? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I thought it was -- I saw that there were a lot of low scores out there.  I 

played with J.B., who shot 5 under.  I thought it was playing a lot tougher than that with the 

firm greens, windy conditions.  But the pristine condition of the golf course and the greens 

being so perfect allows you to make some putts.  I felt 1 under was a good round.  

Unfortunately, it's like a middle-of-the-pack type thing.  But I felt like I played okay.  The last 

three or four holes I wasn't sharp.  Looking forward to getting out in the morning tomorrow 

and hopefully have a little bit softer wind conditions, see if I can shoot a good low round on 

the weekend. 

 

Q.  What do you think about R&A and USGA reading green books maybe would be 

banned? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I don't know what to -- I don't know what to say about that.  I 

mean, I don't know what to say about that. 

 

Q.  Phil, what about your game just sort of overall like tee to green, the driving, 

putting, where are you at right now with everything? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  It feels pretty good.  I mean, I thought I drove the ball pretty good 

today.  Last three or four holes I was a little sloppy all across the board, but I hit a lot of good 

tee shots in play and was able to play somewhat aggressive and have a nice run of some 

birdies in the middle of the round.  Because of that, it wasn't an overly stressful day.  But 

putted okay.  You know, after three weeks off, I thought it was all right. 

 

Q.  Having not seen the golf course and after playing it one round in a competitive 

setting, do you change your mindset, maybe be a little bit more aggressive tomorrow 

coming out? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I think each time I play the course I get a little bit better visual of how 

the ball is going to react into the greens, what type of shot to hit into the greens, and I get a 

little bit better idea of how to play it.  But yesterday I studied it pretty well to kind of come up 

with a decent game plan for the pin positions.  So I think it's one of those courses where you 

have 10 or 12 holes you can really be aggressive on, but there's about six or seven pin 

placements you've got to be careful on and kind of play for par. 

 

Q.  Do you still think it's a little bit Augusta-ish?   

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  It sure looks like it.  When you look from the green back to the tee box, 

it looks exactly like Augusta.  The way they mow the grass, the type of grass, the color, 
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everything about it looks a lot like that.  Same grass is on the greens, so there's a lot of 

similarities.  I mean, Augusta's Augusta, there's nothing like it, but this has a lot of the same 

visuals and a lot of the same shots. 

 

Q.  What's it like playing alongside guys like Hahn and J.B.? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I had a good pairing.  I enjoy playing with J.B.  We've played a 

lot of team events together, we've had a lot of fun.  And James Hahn, the defending 

champion, he's got a lot of game.  We had a good start.  I thought that we didn't do anything 

to hurt ourselves and we put ourselves in good position.  Obviously the afternoon is going to 

be a more challenging round in the morning.  J.B. took advantage and really put himself in 

good position, but tomorrow we'll get out in the morning and have an opportunity to shoot 4, 

5, 6 under par, in J.B.'s case again. 
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