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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW: DUSTIN JOHNSON  ( -2) 
May 3, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Really, really close to a great round.  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, definitely, since I hadn't played in so long I'm happy with the 

way I played.  I didn't score that great, didn't really hole that many putts, but other than that, 

yeah, I played really well.  I think I hit 16 greens and I hit the ball great.  So the two greens I 

missed, didn't hit poor chips, just didn't get up and down.  But it was more putting, I felt like I 

hit good putts, just nothing was going in.  All in all I'm very pleased with the day. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, everything was good.  I can't complain.   

 

Q.  How do you like the course?  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I like it, I think it's a good course.  It's challenging.  The greens are 

perfect. 

 

Q.  Nice to have you back.  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Thanks, nice to be back. 

 

Q.  Dustin, just get some comments on your opening round if we can. 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I'm very pleased with the way I hit the ball.  I thought I drove it nicely, 

hit a lot of good iron shots.  You know, I'm happy with the way I played, for sure. 

 

Q.  Dustin, you had mentioned coming into this about just leveling out some of the 

greens.  How did they play out here for the first time? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I felt the course set up was good.  It's playing difficult, but the setup 

was nice.  The greens are perfect.  I mean, the golf course is in great condition.  I just didn't 

roll it that well today.  I think I played a lot better than my score. 

 

Q.  Yesterday you said everything felt fine.  How does it feel after a competitive 

round? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I feel good.  As far as physically, no issues.  That's a good thing.  I just 

need to get some rounds in, get some more reps, but I feel like the golf swing's in good 

shape.  If I hit it like I did today the next few days, then I'll be right there on Sunday. 

 

Q.  What are the signs of rust for you, do you think?  Do you feel any rust at all?  

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


2 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, I felt pretty good.  A couple shots, you know, just like a couple 

pitches I didn't hit great, but I don't think that was rusty, just misjudged them a little bit.  I 

didn't feel too rusty.  Maybe a little bit with the putter, that was about it, but other than that 

felt like I swung it pretty well. 

 

Q.  Did you feel like today was March 27th, like you hadn't missed anything? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  For a little while there, I did.  Yeah, I mean, it hasn't been that long.  

Obviously I haven't had a lot of practice the last month, so that's the biggest issue, but I felt 

like the swing was really good out there today. 

 

Q.  Do you have a highlight of the round? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, I don't know.  I felt like they were all pretty good.  I hit a really 

nice shot into 17 maybe, 16, 16.  A good drive there and then a nice shot in, so that was 

probably the highlight there. 

 

Q.  Are the greens a little more receptive today? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  A little bit.  The sun didn't come out for more than a few holes, it was a 

little bit overcast so I think it helped the moisture in there.  Yeah, they definitely watered 

them.  I mean they're still firm, but they're definitely a little more receptive. 
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