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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW: ADAM SCOTT  
May 3, 2017 
 

 

JOHN BUSH:  We'd like to welcome Adam Scott into the interview room at the Wells Fargo 

Championship where he is making his ninth start.  Adam, first of all, you just came off the 

golf course, so give us your impressions of Eagle Point.  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  It's really flawless out there.  I mean, the condition is exactly what 

everyone's been talking about, so it's amazing.  It's a pleasure to play.  I think I'm still, even 

after two looks at the course, trying to figure out exactly how to go about it.  What the 

scoring's going to be like, I don't really know.  For some reason it's less predictable than 

most golf courses, and I'm going to have to spend this afternoon figuring out my game plan 

for the next couple days. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  Just talk a little bit about your season up to this point.  A couple big 

tournaments here coming up over the next few weeks. 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, I've had a very quiet season.  I played well at the Masters, which 

was obviously important.  Unfortunately, Sunday wasn't exactly what I wanted.  I was just a 

little out of sorts and couldn't get it going and didn't challenge for the jacket.  But other than 

that, there were lots of positives for me to take out of the Masters.  I was finally hitting the 

ball well tee to green and just trying to put it all together and that worked out there nicely.  So 

I feel like the game's come into good shape.   

 

The next two weeks are very important.  This is more than a tune-up for THE PLAYERS 

Championship, this is -- the way, the greens are the firmness of them, this is major level 

concentration out there or you're going to run up some numbers pretty quickly around these 

greens.  So it will be a good week to test exactly where your game's at here going into a 

very big tournament next week. 

 

Q.  Adam, what specifically makes it such a difficult course to get a handle on?  

(Referencing the wind.)  Is that the trick in the equation?  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Obviously the winds play a big factor.  I mean, the greens are actually 

bigger than they appear from where you're hitting the shots, it's just that none of us are too 

familiar with the golf course so you don't know how much room you have to move.  I think 

the biggest thing for me is visualizing what the greens actually look like.  When I'm back in 

the fairway, a lot of the greens go up to the middle and drop off to the back, but there's a bit 

of room to move and over the back of some greens is actually not too bad even if the pin's at 

the back because you're chipping back up the hill.  There's a lot of slopes going on and it's 

really around the greens that's going to make it tough.  And then if the wind does get up, you 

can hit your shot just slightly off and the wind pushes it five yards, it can catch a slope and 

there's a lot of stuff moving away from where the pin might be.  If you get on the wrong side 
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of a few of the tiers, there's not much you're going to be able to do but chip it to 30 feet.   

 

So you're going to have to be really sharp with all aspects of your game this week from 

coming in with the second shots to pitching, because you're going to hit some good shots 

that are going to fade off the green, you're going to have to chip well, they're going to be 

tough.  And then the greens are pure, there's no excuse for anything on the greens other 

than you're going to have some pretty tough breaking putts as well.  So like I said, it's a real 

major examination out here. 

 

Q.  (Question about similarity to Augusta.)  Would you agree with that?  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  I guess.  It's green, Bernie.  It looks a lot like Fazio's other courses.  He has 

very distinct kind of bunker complexes in fairways and shapes and stuff.  But it's very 

generous off the tee, I think.  There's a big area to hit it almost on every hole if you want.  It's 

just coming into the green, you've going to be very -- like I said, I'm trying to take good 

mental pictures of how all the greens look because yesterday I was playing blind and hit 

some shots that I wouldn't have hit had I known how the rest of the green looked.  You just 

visually don't see a lot of green playing in and that can -- that's one of the challenges of this 

course. 

 

Q.  You folks play the same events year in and year out, you're used to certain 

courses.  Are you excited coming to someplace new, or is it nerve wracking? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  No, it's exciting.  I've been looking forward to this one.  I've had my ups and 

downs at Quail Hollow, so I was looking forward to a bit of a break, although we'll be going 

back there in a few months.  I was looking forward to coming to a course that not everyone 

had played, and although I'm working hard to figure it out, seeing some firm greens really 

excites me because we don't often get that.  Some control's going to be needed and looking 

forward to the challenge of a new venue, for sure. 

 

Q.  Knowing it's a one-and-done golf course, what is your thought process in deciding 

(inaudible) timing on the schedule? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, look, ultimately, I guess so.  I've had a few weeks off since the 

Masters and I want to -- obviously THE PLAYERS is next week, that takes priority in the 

schedule, and this is a great week to get myself tuned up.  It's kind of the approach I've 

taken to all the big events is tune up in the weeks before I'm playing.  I'm doing that here, 

and like I said, it is a great test to get ready for THE PLAYERS because somewhat in a 

similar way, it's the same thing.  It's a second-shot golf course next week and so this will be 

a good test to see where it's at. 

 

Q.  I seem to recall a (inaudible) injury back in 2008 when you were (inaudible.)  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, I got it slammed in the door, yeah. 
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Q.  It was an accident? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  It was an accident. 

 

Q.  Just curious, when something like that happens, is it harder mentally to overcome 

than if you had a regular injury? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Regular injury like?  What's a regular one? 

 

Q.  (Inaudible.)  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Oh, right, yeah. 

 

Q.  What happened there, who did it?  Can you name names? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  No, we don't need to name names, and I'd probably forget anyway if you 

get my gist.  I don't remember much.  It didn't hurt too much at the time.  So, you know, I'm 

lucky I actually have not really had regular injuries.  I've just done it all to myself doing other 

silly things that you do when you're young.  But I'm much more mature now and hopefully 

have regular injuries from here on out, Doug.  

 

Q.  Going back to the question about this being a one-and-done on the venue, how 

does your preparation change for a new course as opposed to, say, next week? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Sure, yeah.  You know, I played 18 holes, practiced yesterday.  You know, 

after playing two or three holes, I knew I needed to play a full 18 yesterday.  I kind of came 

in and thought I'll play nine for sure, but I saw I needed to play.  It's tricky around the greens.  

This is a great tournament, it's a great course here as well.  I would love to be the 

one-and-done champion here and put the Wells Fargo on my resume.  I'm taking it very 

serious.   

 

Next week, though, we know the course a lot better even though there are some changes.  

You can space out your practice rounds and maybe do nine and nine and save a little more 

energy on those practice days, feel a lot more comfortable knowing the course so well. 

 

Q.  As someone who has played Quail Hollow pretty extensively (inaudible.)  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Well, they've made significant changes.  I played with a member from Quail 

today who was telling me all about it and he says it's difficult, so I'm sure it's going to stack 

up no problem in the difficulty category.  I'll be really interested to see, the golf course has 

changed so much in the 15 years or so that the Tour's been going there, so I'll look forward 

to going back there.  It's going to be a tough week no matter what.  I'm sure it's going to be 

hot come August down there.  It's just like every other major, they're really, really hard now.  

That's probably mostly the player's fault for being so good. 
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Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, look, I'm actually in favor.  I think probably we should ban the book.  

You know, I have no scientific or justification for that other than they make their decisions on 

what they feel a lot of the time, you know, just like maybe the anchored stroke.  If they feel 

that reading the green needs to be more of an art and it's an advantage to a player who's a 

creative, great green reader, then I wouldn't have a problem with that. 

 

You know, I think there's so much information out there, it's one of the small contributing 

factors to slow play.  If you want to address slow play, then you can take away one little part 

of it there, but it's not going to solve slow play.  It might help, so I wouldn't mind if they 

banned the green book.  I don't rely on it so it's going to affect me less.  But you can make 

that argument to me that green reading is definitely a skill or an art that some people have 

an advantage if they're really good at it and you may be leveling the field by giving everyone 

a book.  But if everyone can use it, then, I don't know, their decision.  They've got their 

process to go through. 

 

Q.  Speaking of one and done, what are you going to do about this summer for Erin 

Hills, how is that different?  (Inaudible.)  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  You know, it's all about preparation.  Although I've come in, I've only played 

two rounds here, Chambers Bay I played nine I think, nine or 10 rounds before that event to 

try and learn the course.  Now, that's an extreme case, too.  That golf course is unlike many 

others and I don't think Erin Hills is in the same category.  However, it's definitely worth 

going in early and getting a look at what you're getting yourself into U.S. Open week.  So I'll 

certainly do that and prepare like I do for most majors, try and do the best homework I 

possibly can so I'm comfortable when I'm going in there the week of the tournament. 

 

Q.  So how many rounds (inaudible)? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Hopefully five, yeah.  Hopefully I would like to see it five times before the 

tournament starts. 

 

Q.  For a regular course, for lack of a better word, five is (inaudible)?  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  I don't think so.  I just had nothing much to do that week before Chambers 

Bay, Buffy.  I've got a baby now, I'm busy. 

 

Q.  Just one? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Just one, for now. 

 

Q.  I want to phrase this the right way, but so many months you spend thinking about 

Augusta and now we're on to the next one, but during that stretch, can you kind of 

find the balance of getting your game at peak four times a year as everyone talks 
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about and the moment you're in now, (inaudible)? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, I think, well, you need a lot of patience from the PGA through to 

Augusta because there's eight months and you're going to play a fair bit of golf in eight 

months, and you're going to play some good golf hopefully.  That doesn't mean that you're 

going to play good in the first week of April, you know.  So getting yourself to peak is not 

easy to do, otherwise everyone would be doing it.   

 

You know, I felt like, okay, I didn't play my best golf of my life at Augusta, but I played the 

best golf of this year at Augusta for me, so I was happy.  You know, I'm seeing myself 

perform better on that week, and now it all comes in a flurry.  If you throw THE PLAYERS 

into the mix as well next week, basically once a month we're trying to peak one week a 

month for four or five months here.  I don't know if it's easier to do that because it's all 

happening so quickly.  It might be.   

 

You know, it feels like a rhythm can be established, you know, if you look at guys who get 

hot for a few weeks.  Dustin, if we're going to still say he's hot even though he's had a bit of 

a break, you know, over five or six weeks, guys can put these incredible runs together but 

it's very hard to do it for eight months.  You know, it kind of will fall in and out.  So you're 

definitely looking to have a little run here somewhere and you're hoping it's the next month 

or the month after that.  Martin Kaymer winning a PLAYERS and a U.S. Open in a month.  

Rory, I think, back to winning those three events, The Open, the World Golf Championship 

and the PGA.  I mean, these are the kind of runs you want to have at the right time.  Just 

trying to find how to peak right then is tough, and then keeping it going is even tougher.  If 

you do happen to win a big one, to turn around a couple weeks later and perform again, 

keep that momentum going, I mean only the greatest players in history have really figured 

out how to do it. 

 

Q.  Speaking of runs, what about Dustin's run that he is or was on, how did that 

compare from a player's standpoint (inaudible)? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Pretty good.  I mean, yeah, he's in pretty good territory obviously.  He's 

now taken himself to No. 1 player in the world.  What did he win, two World Golf 

Championships and L.A., which is a strong event.  I consider it a strong event.  You know, 

over not just three weeks in a row but might have been a six-week period maybe for that run, 

the three events he played.  You know, those kind of runs is more like what we saw from 

Tiger for so many years where he just continued to perform at a high level every time he 

pegged it up.  You know, if he keeps that going, then he's on track to being one of the 

greatest players that's ever played because he's got all the weapons. 

 

Q.  How long of a run do you have to be on before you start really (inaudible)? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Probably a few years.  I mean, I say that with respect to everyone else, but 

Rory's kind of compiled the best resume of the current players or younger players, and I 

would argue he's maybe the closest to having that mystique we talk about.  And then I don't 
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know who else has that.  So you had better rack up some pretty impressive stuff to separate 

yourself from the rest. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  Is there a routine that you go through to get yourself back into a 

competitive mindset? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, I think I've learnt to listen to myself, what I'm feeling, a lot better than 

I used to.  Sometimes a couple weeks off the Tour doesn't mean a couple weeks off golf.  

You know, if I was really playing poorly, I wouldn't just walk away and start fresh necessarily 

after a couple weeks off.  But I put a lot into the game the month leading into the Masters, 

and I was pleased to see not the result I was hoping for, but certainly some of the signs that 

my game was in good shape and needed a break.  Felt I needed to see my family and 

spend some good time with them.   

 

Then last week was a really intense week with training and getting myself back competitive 

again, fired up to play this week and next, and have a short three-week focus of, you know, 

putting in the hard yards and trying to get a result.  You know, I've never really felt 

like -- well, I feel that if you take the competition away from someone who truly wants to 

compete, then it doesn't matter how long off they've had, they'll be more hungry the longer 

you give them off.  To me, if you sit me down for a few weeks, I'm ready to go and beat 

someone after I watch -- I flick on the TV and watch guys winning on Sundays and think 

okay, I need to get back out there now and try and beat people. 

 

Q.  Do you watch golf on TV? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Occasionally, yeah. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  Adam Scott, thank you, sir. 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Thanks. 
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