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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW: DUSTIN JOHNSON  
May 3, 2017 
 

 

DOUG MILNE:  We'd like to welcome Dustin Johnson, World No. 1 and FedExCup leader, 

into the interview room.  Thanks for joining us for a few minutes, glad to have you back.  

Making your fourth start here at the Wells Fargo Championship and first since 2011, I 

believe.  Obviously the big question is how you're feeling as you make your start here in 

Wilmington this week. 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Feeling good.  Healthy, so can't complain.  Obviously I haven't played 

much or done a whole lot of practicing, but body's all good.  Glad to be back out playing 

again. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  You've had a chance to get out and play.  Just a few comments on the 

course and how it sets up for your game. 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  The golf course is in perfect condition.  Fairways are perfect, greens 

are perfect.  I really like the golf course.  I think it's challenging.  Especially if the wind picks 

up, it's going to be very challenging.  

 

Q.  Dustin just to clarify, what was the official diagnosis of the injury from the doctors 

and how long was it before you felt 100 percent recovered? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  It took about -- it took probably three weeks.  Last week was 

probably -- maybe last Friday probably was the first day I hit balls and didn't feel it.  No, it 

was just bruised badly.  I went and had an MRI.  It was clear, no issues, but bruised, bruised 

it really bad. 

 

Q.  DJ, there's two ways of looking at this thing, (inaudible) you haven't hit a 

meaningful shot since March 26th, or nobody's beaten you since February.  Which 

way do you like it? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No one's beaten me since February, for sure. 

 

Q.  You were on such a great roll before Augusta, how much do you feel like starting 

over with the time off (inaudible)? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I mean, for sure.  I mean, it's been so long but obviously, yeah, 

I was on a good roll, playing the best golf of my career leading into Augusta.  It's 

definitely -- I've had a lot more time off than I would have liked to have had.  Still feel like I'm 

swinging really well, hit a few good shots out there today, but we'll just have to see.  I haven't 

played many rounds and definitely haven't played any competitive rounds since, what, six 

weeks ago. 
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Q.  Are your expectations any different now than they would have been had you 

(inaudible)? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No.  I mean, I expect to play well.  I feel like I haven't practiced much, 

but I've practiced enough to compete. 

 

Q.  Dustin, can you talk about the overall condition of this course and what's your 

take on it playing a couple rounds? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, yeah, I played today.  I played five holes yesterday and then 

played obviously all 18 today.  The golf course is great.  It's really pretty, it's in perfect 

condition.  No, can't find anything wrong with it condition-wise.  It's one of the best 

conditioned courses we play all year.  I think it's going to be challenging, especially with the 

firmness of the greens and they've got a lot of slope in them, so I think it's going to be fairly 

challenging. 

 

Q.  That was my question, Adam had talked about just the firmness of the greens and 

how that plays (inaudible)? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Obviously you've got to be in the fairway just because, if not, you can't 

stop the ball.  Hopefully you're hitting short irons because some of these par 3s that you're 

hitting even a 7-iron's hard to stop out here.  It's going to play tough. 

 

Q.  Dustin, PGA Tour's coming here for the first time, how does that change your 

routine as you prepare? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, for me obviously I'm paying attention a lot more mostly around 

the greens.  Off the tee it's pretty much straightforward where you want to hit it, but the 

greens are the big place where you've got to learn.  Obviously it's going to take some 

learning, but we've got green books that are very helpful.  Still, it's going to be -- I just paid 

attention a lot in the practice round today just checking out the greens is where I spent most 

of the time. 

 

Q.  Any apprehension about coming down here to play? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No.  I've been thinking about it just because last couple years I would 

have four weeks off going into THE PLAYERS Championship, so I figure, well, especially 

since I didn't play Houston and then obviously I didn't play Augusta, I needed to -- I wanted 

to get some reps in before THE PLAYERS.  And I hadn't played here in a while, so it was 

kind of close to home for me, so it was pretty easy.  I'm glad I came down.  This golf course 

is great. 

 

Q.  The R&A said they're looking into the use of greens books by players.  How much 

do you use one and do you have any (inaudible)? 
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DUSTIN JOHNSON:  It doesn't really matter to me.  It's helpful for me on like a course like 

this where I haven't played, not necessarily -- I don't use them to read the greens, but 

coming into the greens on the second shot because I don't know the greens so I don't know 

what the ball's -- the ball's doing, so it's helpful. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yes, I see a lot of guys use them to read the greens, but I use it 

mostly just for kind of to learn the golf course and for second shots.  

 

Q.  How important is it being No. 1 right now to get back overall (inaudible) the way 

you play the game of golf? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, my golf school, I think it's doing pretty well.  I'm not real sure, 

but my foundation, I just hosted the Dustin Johnson World Junior down at TPC Myrtle 

Beach, so it's very important to me to give back to junior golf.  I do a lot with the South 

Carolina Junior Golf Association. 

 

Q.  What are your thoughts on playing fairly close to home, is it more pressure, less 

pressure, more people out there that you know? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I like playing close to home.  It's good to see some people that I don't 

always get to see, and have a lot of fans, it's great.  The reason I don't play Hilton Head is 

me and that golf course don't get along too well.  But I like this golf course, I like Quail 

Hollow, so playing Wells Fargo, I'm happy to come back here and play. 

 

Q.  You've got such a good history of moving on from (inaudible) stuff.  I'm just 

curious now that the Masters is it behind you, is it harder to kind of let it go just 

because of the freakish nature of what happened?  In other words, if you would have 

had just a regular injury, would it be easier to let go (inaudible)? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, I mean, it just happens.  Crazy things happen.  The only time it 

was maybe tough was just watching the tournament, but after watching it or after Sunday, 

it's been fine. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, I sent him a text obviously, but he played very well. 

 

Q.  Did you tell him he got off easy? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Exactly.  

 

DOUG MILNE:  Well, Dustin, we appreciate your time as always.  Welcome back. 
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