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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW: JAMES HAHN  
May 2, 2017 
 

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  We would like to welcome the 2016 Wells Fargo champion 

James Hahn back to the interview room here at a different location.  James, tell us first, 

what's it like to be the defending champion coming to a new course?  

 

JAMES HAHN:  It feels great.  Anytime you could come to a golf tournament and be the 

defending champion, it doesn't matter what course I'm at.  It feels good, the crowd's 

definitely behind me, got a lot of guys cheering me on out there.  It's very interesting to come 

to a golf course that none of us have played before.  I think 95 percent of us haven't played 

this golf course until this week.  So a little interesting in that regard, but overall it's a great 

vibe.  

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  What's your initial observations about the course?  

 

JAMES HAHN:  It's probably top 5 golf courses that we play on the PGA Tour.  The 

conditions are great, very esthetically pleasing.  Wide fairways, the greens are awesome.  

They're rolling 14s.  Augusta-like, especially off the tee with the way some of the holes are 

set up and definitely the greens as well.  You have multiple tiers on the green.  You have a 

lot of square footage on the green, but if you mis-hit it in the different sections of it, then it's 

going to be very difficult to two-putt.  Overall, I think it's a great setup and a great test for us 

this week. 

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  Lastly about your game currently, a top-10 back in the fall, 

struggling a little bit coming in, but what have you been working on, practicing on to get you 

back into the winner's circle?  

 

JAMES HAHN:  Just keep doing the same thing that I had been doing.  I've been in this 

situation before, made a bunch of cuts but I finished in the 40s.  So the good thing is I'm 

making cuts, playing the weekend, getting some experience out there.  But I can just 

remember last year having missed eight straight cuts, it seems like a major improvement, so 

just baby steps. 

 

Q.  Is there something kind of cool about seeing a course with fresh eyes, and have 

you had experiences in your career where you've gone to a course (inaudible) and 

actually played well? 

 

JAMES HAHN:  Yes and no.  I mean, I've played golf courses that I have seen for the first 

time and played well.  It's target golf.  You see the fairway, hit the fairway; you see the 

green, hit the green, and then just trust your eyes on the green.  But a course like this, I feel 

like the more knowledge you have about the golf course and the more times you play it, that 

you will play better.  It's the kind of golf course that you can play it a hundred times and still 
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not know every little intricacy of the greens, fairway, the wind, and how to play certain holes.  

So I've been fortunate enough to play it two times already.  I'll play it again tomorrow, and 

every time that I'm playing and walking the golf course, I learn something new.  So hopefully 

I can learn more tomorrow than most of the guys that aren't playing tomorrow and that will 

be the difference between saving a stroke here or there. 

 

Q.  James, hear a lot of conversations about the wind certainly being a factor here.  

What's the key for you to play well? 

 

JAMES HAHN:  You've heard it before, just being patient out there.  The wind, it's pretty 

straightforward.  You know, the wind comes from one direction and it stays that direction all 

day long, and it's just a matter of how severe it gets.  I think yesterday it was blowing about 

20, 25 miles per hour.  But unlike some of the golf courses where we get swirling winds, like 

Hilton Head we'll get swirling winds, you're sitting there in the middle of the fairway, you 

don't know if it's five, 10 yards of hurt or five, 10 yards of help.  Here, you just know it's 

straight into the wind coming down the stretch.  Whether it's 20 yards of hurt or 30 yards of 

hurt, it's still the same.   

 

So I think in that regards it makes it easier than most golf courses to just gauge what the 

wind's doing, but once again, the greens are a huge factor.  They're massive greens, a lot of 

square footage, but there are so many different sections that if you're on the wrong tier or on 

the wrong level, then it will be very difficult to get it up and down, too. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)   

 

JAMES HAHN:  Yes.  I mean, the bad part about not defending at Quail Hollow is that I 

can't take any of the good memories that I had from last year into this year because we're 

playing on a different golf course, but hopefully that will be the case when I go back to Quail 

Hollow for the PGA Championship.  We'll have an opportunity there to defend on that 

course, but granted it's a different golf tournament. 

 

Here, you know, I feel like every PGA golf tournament is very special in its own right, and 

just to come back whether it's defending champion or seeing it for the first time as a rookie 

or my fifth year on Tour, I feel like it's very unique.  You need to approach it in a way that it's 

very important.  And whether or not you're defending, it's great to have the support from the 

crowds, but I mean, it does create a little bit of a distraction because you want to give them 

what they want; play on the weekend, competing on the weekend, seeing a guy defend his 

championship.  So there's a little added pressure from that point, but I'm looking forward to 

the opportunity. 

 

Q.  James, this tournament obviously (inaudible.)  How does that affect your 

preparation as opposed to say next week? 

 

JAMES HAHN:  I think a lot of -- 
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Q.  What's the difference in your week? 

 

JAMES HAHN:  In my week?  I try to stick to the same routine.  I just want to see it a couple 

times so I know where to mis-hit, where not to mis-hit, and then from there try to make smart 

decisions during a golf tournament.  I feel like you can overcomplicate this game and try to 

get too much information and oftentimes it hurts us.   

 

I feel like, once again, some of the best rounds that I've played were see the fairway, hit the 

fairway, see the green, hit the green.  I feel like a lot of amateurs can benefit from that and 

just focusing on where they want to hit the golf ball as opposed to where they don't want to 

hit the golf ball.  I feel like too much information can hinder a performance and kind of clog 

the mind.   

 

I do, I'm one of those guys that likes to have a lot of information and I want to make the 

smartest decision leading up to my shot, but once you're over the ball and you're committed 

to the club and a certain yardage and where you want to hit it, everything else is just kind 

of -- you just hit it and see what happens. 

 

Q.  So this year already we've had a WGC down in Mexico City, we've had a two-man 

event first time in 36 years and we have this tournament (inaudible).  With all this new 

stuff, do you find that kind of refreshing, kind of fun to sort of shake it up a little bit? 

 

JAMES HAHN:  Oh, absolutely, definitely the two-man team last week at the Zurich Classic 

was interesting to watch that.  I wasn't there unfortunately.  But yeah, from a viewer 

standpoint and also from a player standpoint, it's nice to see them mix it up.  Every week, 

every year, it kind of gets a little redundant.  Someone that's played on Tour for 20, 25 

years, you know, some of these guys don't show up until Wednesday morning because 

nothing's changed over the years.  But for a guy like me, once again going into my fifth year 

on Tour, it's nice to see that we're playing different golf courses and spreading the game of 

golf, ultimately just creating a bigger fan base for the PGA Tour.  

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  James, thank you for your time and good luck this week. 

 

JAMES HAHN:  Thank you very much. 
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