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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:    LEXI THOMPSON  ( -2) 
April 27, 2017  
 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I hit 17 greens, had quite a bit of putts but hit some really good putts out 

there, just didn't go it.  But it was quite windy, so I'm very happy with what I shot.  

 

Q.  Can you go over No. 7, near eagle?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I didn't make eagle. 

 

Q.  Right, near eagle.  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Oh, yeah.  I hit a good drive.  That whole fairway is sloped severely to 

the right so I had to hit an extremely high hybrid.  Hit a hybrid from 233 to the back edge and 

left the putt about half an inch short. 

 

Q.  So it was between those two, were they both sprinkler heads?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Oh, yeah.  There was two sprinkler heads, I was right in between.  I just 

didn't know the local rule with the two club length so might as well ask, but ended up not 

really being in my way. 

 

Q.  How was it to be back on the course? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  It was good.  Playing with Austin and Hannah, I've gotten paired with 

them quite a bit.  So it was just good to be out there, got some nice weather, so I'm glad to 

be back out in competition. 

 

Q.  Lexi, was it kind of, I don't know, a cathartic experience to be back at golf which 

you know the best and not have to worry about anything else, just playing golf today?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, exactly, that's all I am worried about.  You know, focusing on my 

practicing and training, getting ready for this tournament.  This is such a great event, so I 

was always looking forward to coming here and being back in competition. 

 

Q.  Was it a relief to be playing golf today in competition? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah.  I mean, it was just good to get out and be playing again.  You 

know, the three weeks off, it was a little hard, but I'm just so happy to be here and get back 

into competition.  Our schedule gets crazy now. 

 

Q.  What are your goals going into tomorrow? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  You know, I tee off early in the morning, so just get some rest tonight 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


2 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

and then come out here tomorrow and play like I did today and hopefully get a few more 

putts to drop than I did today. 

 

Q.  Did you know what to expect going in?  I mean, you hadn't played in three weeks 

and you had to do all this other stuff.  Did you really know what to expect today? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, this is always a busy week for me.  I always go to Zurich, that's 

one of my sponsor commitments.  It's always a nice week, though, as well.  But I knew my 

game was in a good spot and I had a nice practice round Tuesday morning super early so I 

knew I could play well this week.  Three more days, so we'll see where it goes. 

 

Q.  The only bogey was on No. 1, came up short on your approach? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah.  You know, I hit a great second shot.  The wind just absolutely 

killed it, I think the ball was coming down backwards.  And then I tried to putt it from off the 

green and it was just super slow.  Hit a great second putt, just lipped it out. 

 

Q.  Lexi at ANA maybe you played the best golf of your life, and could you please tell 

us about just what got your game there and do you feel like you're just continuing it 

now? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, it was just all the hard work that I put in in the offseason.  It 

started before Shootout, I got a lesson from Kevin Kirk and worked on my swing and just 

tried to keep it more in control and swinging 70, 80 percent, just trying not to drop so far from 

the inside and get more consistent off the tee and my irons.  It's just been great.  And then in 

the offseason I worked extremely hard on my putting and it's been working out for me, so 

hopefully I continue to improve.  

 

Q.  Back to No. 7, after the second shot went over the green, how long, how far of a 

third shot did you have there? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I had about a 30-footer probably at least. 

 

Q.  And how close did it come? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Half an inch short dead in.  Thought I made it, but it was a good putt. 

 

Q.  After today and this week for sure, will you be glad not to have to answer ANA 

questions for a while?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah.  I mean, all I'm focusing on is the tournament that I'm at right now 

here in Texas, going to Japan next week and forgetting about it all.  It's time to move on. 
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