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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:    LYDIA KO 
April 27, 2017  
 

 

Q.  Lydia, happy birthday.  

 

LYDIA KO:  Thank you. 

 

Q.  Your first round since turning 20.  How did it feel? 

 

LYDIA KO:  A few days older than when I was 19.  No, I mean, it was -- this is not an easy 

golf course.  I think when the breeze gets up, the course definitely plays a little differently.  

But I didn't have like that many birdie opportunities even if I was on the green.  So yeah, I 

think I hung in there, made two good up-and-downs on 16 and 17 to finish under par.  So I'm 

happy with it and hopefully there's some lower ones coming. 

 

Q.  You're coming off a tie for second.  Do you feel like all the things that you've been 

working on in the transition and everything, are you feeling more comfortable with 

things? 

 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I think the last two rounds in Hawaii like everything kind of clicked.  I was 

struggling, I wasn't hitting the ball as well as I had been hitting the first two days, and then I 

was able to bring that around and hole some putts and I think those were -- everything kind 

of all blended.  When I missed the green, I was able to make up-and-down, and when I had 

a birdie opportunity, I holed that.  It was that kind of a weekend -- well, Friday, 

Saturday -- when everything's kind of working.  And especially on a course like that in 

Hawaii when a lot of the girls are playing well, you know that there is a low number out there 

and I was able to do that the final few rounds. 

 

Q.  You set a bar so high it's like people just expect you to win.  Do you find yourself 

wanting to say, okay, everyone, just calm down, or what do you think as you hear the 

expectations? 

 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, a lot of things happened really quickly for me.  Some things that you can 

only dream of and think that, hey, is it even within reach?  And I think I've been very 

fortunate about the things that have happened.  Even my first win in 2012, like any 

15-year-old would go and say, hey, I'm going to win.  It definitely wasn't the kind of mindset.   

 

So things really happened quickly.  I think that's why when you start playing well and those 

things kind of build up, people have the expectations grow.  But I think when I'm out there 

playing, I'm not trying to think about the pressure and expectations and all I can do is try my 

best and do my best on the shot in front of me.  That's the kind of mindset I've been taking.  

And I feel like I've been hitting it solid and the game's there, but it wasn't all coming together.  

I think it came together on the last couple rounds of Hawaii and that's why I was able to 

finish strong.  So hopefully I'll be able to continue that momentum this week. 
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Q.  All of a sudden there's like all this attention on your caddies.  Does that surprise 

you?  What do you think about the chatter that's going on around that? 

 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, you know, I mean obviously the number of caddies I've had is not a small 

number.  You know, with every person I felt like I've learned a lot.  My first year I technically 

didn't fire a caddie.  It was just that, especially being your rookie year, you don't -- I don't 

even know exactly what I want and what I need in a caddie.  As an amateur you've always 

got a friend, or my mom's caddied for me a lot in the big amateur championships.   

 

So I think especially my rookie year I was learning and figuring out what kind of works best 

for me.  I think in my day I spend, you know, a lot of it with your caddie.  I think people just 

think that caddies just give you a number and say, hey, it's 160 to the pin.  But I think it's 

more than that.  Like I was with Jason, you know, after you spend quite a long time with 

each other, you end up going to dinners and you get to know each other better.  I think that's 

kind of been the process.   

 

Obviously I'm trying to figure out exactly what I want, and I've realized how big a personality 

is kind of big for me, especially because I'm not really loud and I never get so high or low 

when I don't play well.  I kind of felt like I needed somebody that would say, hey, it's okay, 

we can make birdie on the next hole, or we can bring it back the next round.  I kind of need 

somebody with a little bit more positive kind of thing and more of that kind of nice confident 

energy.  That's what I was looking for and hopefully that will happen.  

 

Q.  How did things work today with him? 

 

LYDIA KO:  It was good.  I've gotten to know Pete quite a bit through his wife, Jane Park.  

She's like one of my big sisters on tour.  We've gone out to dinners a lot, we have a good 

time.  And obviously we had a nice pairing with Charley and Stacy, so it's always nice when 

you're there out on the course with people that you enjoy spending time with. 

 

Q.  You had some pretty big swing changes in the last few months.  Is there anything 

specific that you're working on right now? 

 

LYDIA KO:  I'm just trying to keep -- whatever I do, I try to keep it within my rhythm.  I try 

and do it as simple as possible.  Gary's been giving me a lot of drills that I'm doing the drills 

without thinking about which position to put, you know, my arms or whatever in.  That way it 

becomes less technical.  And when I'm on the road, if something doesn't feel right, I know 

what to go back to and what drill to do.  I think that's a really good thing going forward 

because I can't, you know, have my coach with me every single time.  When I come off the 

golf course, take a swing and send it to Gary.  So I think the drills have been really good.  

With technology these days, you can Facetime and do all that stuff.  We've been keeping it 

simple and I think that's the key, that we're not ripping everything apart.  It's just little by little 

and just maintaining things 
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