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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:    LEXI THOMPSON  
April 26, 2017  
 

 

MATT HAAS:  Happy to be joined here at the Volunteers of America Texas Shootout by 

Lexi Thompson.  Lexi, it's your first event back since ANA.  What have you been up to and 

how have you been feeling?   

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, it's been an interesting three weeks.  It's been really hard on me, 

especially the first week back.  A little less sleep than usual, but I've just been spending a lot 

of time with my family and friends and working out a bunch, and just taking time for myself 

just trying to regroup myself and get back to practicing a lot. 

 

MATT HAAS:  The whole situation at ANA, it kind of blew up into a national story.  When did 

you realize how big it had gotten?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I would say just that week after, the few days after, just the amount of 

support I was getting from the people around me.  I think that afternoon or night I got a 

hundred text messages and I didn't even realize I had that many people that I talked to or 

had my phone number.  But just to see the support from people meant a lot. 

 

MATT HAAS:  And then finally from me before we open it up for questions from members of 

the media, how excited will you be to have all this behind you and be back out on the golf 

course competing again?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Very excited.  I'm happy to be here in Texas.  Really focused on this 

week to just get back playing again.  My game is in a great spot and, like I said, I've been 

working very hard the last three weeks, so I'm excited to tee it up and get this all going. 

 

Q.  Lexi, welcome back. 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Thank you. 

 

Q.  We haven't seen you since the ANA and I imagine you've seen that video of your 

putt at the 17th probably more than you would like to see it.  But obviously with a 

historical significant situation there, not only did it decide a major championship but 

it looks like it expedited a Rules of Golf decision.  Can you for the historical record 

just go back there for us?  As you're approaching that short putt, just kind of tell us 

what you were seeing, thinking and what happened there.  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah.  Well, obviously No. 17, I had that about 15-, 20-footer for birdie 

and I hit a terrible putt, terrible first putt.  And that was my 27th, 28th hole and I got up to it, 

thought about tapping it in, but I was pretty mad after my first putt because I put a terrible 

stroke on it.  So my dad always told me I've missed a lot of putts by just going up and 

tapping them in.  I've stubbed a few and done all that.  So let's just relax, mark the putt, this 
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is a major championship, you don't need to go up and miss this little putt.  So I went and 

marked it and just took my time, took my practice stroke and took a deep breath and made 

sure I made it. 

 

Q.  Lexi, with the blown-up video, it looks like you moved it around the mark.  What do 

you think happened there and do you think it was an infraction? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  It was not my intention at all.  I went up, marked it.  Like I said, I did not 

want to go up and rush that putt.  And the way I mark my ball, I mark my ball with a dot and 

that's where I focus my eyes on where I want to make contact.  So when I went to mark it, I 

just rotated my ball to line up my dot to where my putter would make contact. 

 

Q.  Can you just give us your reaction to the decision yesterday that came down from 

the USGA and R&A, and do you think that more needs to be done to address the 

situation? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I haven't read too much into the rule because I just got back from the 

Zurich Classic so I didn't read it fully, but I think any rule that's made to make the game more 

simple I think is great for the game of golf. 

 

Q.  Have you had any discussion since the change in the decision to the rule 

yesterday with any of the rules officials to see if with the new ruling you would have 

still been penalized? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I haven't spoken to anybody, any rules officials here.  I haven't actually 

even seen one, so I haven't talked to anybody about the new rule. 

 

Q.  There was obviously a lot of comments coming out of Augusta National.  Were 

you paying attention to what the PGA Tour players were saying and your reaction to 

their comments? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I had heard a few of their comments.  Like I said before, it means 

a lot that I got the support that I did coming from the tournament and especially from fellow 

golfers, fellow PGA Tour players and even players out here.  It means a lot to me.  And 

yeah, I mean, it was great to see what they had to say. 

 

Q.  What's been the hardest part of the past few weeks post Sunday of the ANA? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  The hardest part, just going through it.  You know, that's one of my 

favorite tournaments and it's always a dream of mine to just see myself jumping into Poppy's 

Pond.  I mean, I've worked my whole life to have my name on major championship trophies, 

especially that one.  It's a very special week for me with all the history behind it and, you 

know, I played amazing that week.  I don't think I've ever played any better.  Just for that to 

happen, it was just -- it was kind of a nightmare.  But it was still a very special week, it 

always is. 
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Q.  Lexi, when you go back and play those last five holes in your head, which I'm sure 

you've done many times since and replay everything in your mind, can you tell us 

where that drive, that belief, that courage came from to do what you did on those 

closing holes to get into that playoff? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah.  It's just, it was very hard for me those last five holes but I knew I 

could do it.  My caddie helped me out, always just reinforcing that I could still win it and I was 

playing amazing golf.  It was tough.  I've never cried so much on a golf course on every shot.  

But to have the fans out there always cheering me on on every shot, I had a group of three 

little girls that followed me every single day and they high-fived me going to every tee.  It's 

just stuff like that helped me and just made me driven more to finish off the tournament well.  

And I knew I could do it, so I just tried to stay positive. 

 

Q.  Lexi, you were playing great there, you had so much momentum building.  How 

does this all seem to be affecting that, how much of a challenge will it seem to be to 

keep that level of play going?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I don't think it will be a challenge because two days after it all happened 

I was out 7:15 teeing off at Trump International with my brothers.  I was determined to get 

back out and practice my game harder than ever and keep it in the spot that it is, and I've 

been doing just that.  So it's just all a matter of just staying positive with it and knowing that 

my game's in the spot that it needs to be. 

 

Q.  Just one last detail from me on the actual marking thing.  The blown-up video 

does seem to show movement.  Do you think with the twisting to do with the mark 

that it might have caused you to move it over, or what explanation do you have that 

the video does show the ball move along the mark? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Well, I mean, I have seen the video and I can see where they're coming 

from with it.  It might have been, I guess, me rotating the ball.  But like I said, I've always 

played by the Rules of Golf.  Growing up with two older brothers, they were always on me 

for playing by the Rules of Golf.  There's no need for me to improve anything.  Those greens 

were absolutely perfect and the whole week there was nothing in my line to be moving it 

from or anything.  So I have no reason behind it.  I did not mean it at all.  

 

Q.  Lexi, in the wake of the changes that the USGA and R&A has made, some of the 

players have talked about going even further.  Do you think call-ins should become a 

thing of the past? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Golf is the only sport that call-ins are available to.  And do I think it's 

right?  Not really, but it's not my say.  We'll see what happens in the future about it. 

 

Q.  You talked about you've heard from a lot of people.  What's the best piece of 

advice that you've gotten from maybe a player or family member about how to move 
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on from this and sort of put this in the past? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I think it's a bit from everybody saying kind of the same thing, that I've 

just been playing amazing golf and that just the way I handled it and how they're proud of 

me.  That's got me through it a lot.  I mean, it's been hard, but I know where my game's at 

and just having the support of my family has meant the world to me.  Also seeing players, 

you know, supporting me, it means a lot. 

 

Q.  Would you change anything about how you go about doing this now going 

forward?  What's it like going forward with this now just from the sake of marking 

your ball?  It seems like a simple thing, but for you, what's that like? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I'm going to just continue marking my ball.  

 

MATT HAAS:  Well, Lexi, we appreciate the time.  We wish you the best of luck this week.  
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