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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  GINA KIM      
April 26, 2017  
 

 

Q.  We've got Gina Kim here.  You qualified through the High School/College 

Shootout, correct? 

 

GINA KIM:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  How was that experience, what was that like for you? 

 

GINA KIM:  It was a bit nerve wracking at first, but I thought it was a good experience for me 

and I thought it offered a good opportunity for me to be able to come out to such a great 

tournament.  So it's nice being able to qualify. 

 

Q.  Right.  So this is your first LPGA event? 

 

GINA KIM:  Yes. 

 

Q.  Are you feeling nervous, feeling good? 

 

GINA KIM:  A bit nervous and a bit excited as well.  I think I'm just kind of in awe about how 

things work over here, so it's interesting. 

 

Q.  Have you gotten to meet any players maybe that you look up to? 

 

GINA KIM:  I haven't seen them yet.  They're probably out on the course right now. 

 

Q.  Who are some of those players maybe that you've grown up watching? 

 

GINA KIM:  Michelle Wie and Lydia Ko, Inbee Park, those type of people. 

 

Q.  Is it intimidating knowing you're playing against Lydia Ko, Inbee and Michelle 

Wie? 

 

GINA KIM:  I don't find it as an intimidating thing, I think of it more as a learning experience.  

So I'm trying to calm down and like try to observe and see what they do differently and how 

they're able to be so successful. 

 

Q.  So you're from North Carolina? 

 

GINA KIM:  Yes. 

 

Q.  Can you share kind of your plans going forward maybe with college? 
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GINA KIM:  I am currently committed to Duke, so this November I will sign my national letter 

of intent, and then the fall of 2018, that's when I'll enter college. 

 

Q.  And you're from just outside of Durham, correct? 

 

GINA KIM:  Yes. 

 

Q.  So how far away? 

 

GINA KIM:  It's about like 20 minutes away, so pretty close. 

 

Q.  Staying close to home? 

 

GINA KIM:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Who's on your bag this week? 

 

GINA KIM:  Peter Wilson.  He's a pretty reliable caddie, so I'm feeling pretty good about it. 

 

Q.  And who do you have traveling with you or who's going to be watching you in the 

stands? 

 

GINA KIM:  My mom, of course, and a family friend of mine.  He's coming over and trying to 

support me. 

 

Q.  You're paired with Brittany Altomare and Katherine Kirk, have you had the chance 

to meet or talk to them yet? 

 

(Cell phone interruption)  

 

Q.  What are you expectations for the week? 

 

GINA KIM:  I'm hoping to take something positive out of this week, maybe learn something 

new.  I don't know, just have fun while I'm playing and hopefully I'll be able to make the cut.  

I mean, that's what I'm trying to go for right now. 
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