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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   INBEE PARK 
      MJ HUR 
      SEI YOUNG KIM     
April 25, 2017 
 

 
 

Q.  We're happy to be joined in the media center here at Volunteers of America Texas 

Shootout by Inbee Park, M.J. Hur and Sei Young Kim.  We'll start with Inbee.   

 

Inbee, you would have been defending champion last year but you had to miss the 

event due to your injury.  How excited are you to be back here in Dallas? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, really happy to be back here in Dallas.  I have played well on the golf 

course and I was able to win twice here.  I love the golf course and the community and the 

people.  And obviously there is a lot of Korean people living here, so I love them coming out 

here and watching us.   

 

I had a good start of the season.  I feel quite free of injury and I feel like my game is slowly 

coming up to the level I really want it to.  Yeah, happy to come back here in Dallas and be 

able to play in front of a lot of fans. 

 

MATT HAAS:  Speaking of Dallas, we've got a couple current residents here in M.J. and Sei 

Young.  If you guys could both tell us a little bit about when you moved to the Dallas-Ft. 

Worth area and how much you enjoy living here.  We'll start with Sei Young. 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  I moved to Dallas last year and I was living in (inaudible.) It was tough to 

travel, so that's really why I chose Dallas.  Yeah, I'm really happy to be here, back here, so 

yeah, I love Dallas. 

 

MATT HAAS:  And M.J.? 

 

M.J. HUR:  As Sei Young said, it's really hard to travel for us, especially all the (inaudible,) 

you're traveling a lot.  I used to live in Orlando for eight years and I moved to here about 

three years ago.  I enjoyed it and all the flights are nonstops to everywhere, which is I love it.  

Especially to Korea, there's direct flight, but there's no direct flight from Orlando.  That's the 

biggest thing I moved to Dallas. 

 

MATT HAAS:  And what do you guys like most about living in Dallas?  We'll start with you, 

M.J.  

 

M.J. HUR:  All the Korean food because there's two big Korean markets nearby Dallas 

and there's lots of taste food and lots of Korean people living here.  When you go out 

to play, there's a lot of Koreans cheering us, even this tournament there is a lot of 

crowds coming and watching us.  I enjoy those things. 
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MATT HAAS:  Sei Young? 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  I think Dallas has a lot of great golf course and it's very famous with the 

Texas Rangers and I'm a big fan of that sports team.  Yeah, I didn't know Texas was like 

strong wind every day.  Really good practice in the windy weather, yeah. 

 

MATT HAAS:  So we'll open it up for questions.  If anyone has a question, please raise your 

hand and we'll hand you the microphone. 

 

Q.  My first question is for Inbee.  Obviously last year, Inbee, you missed quite a bit of 

time with your thumb injury, but you seemed to re-announce yourself to the world 

with your triumph at the Olympic Games, so congratulations. 

 

INBEE PARK:  Thank you. 

 

Q.  Going into this season having missed so much of last year, what were your goals 

coming into this year, what do you want to accomplish this season?  

 

INBEE PARK:  You know, by taking a lot of time off last year, obviously my expectation was 

lower than before.  I thought I'm happy just playing the events and injury free for the whole 

year.  Yeah, I mean, but I kind of set myself a goal.  I mean, I thought I should definitely 

have a goal to drive myself.   

 

The main goal this year was to win a major championship, and it doesn't matter when.  

Hopefully I can win one by the end of the year.  That's kind of the goal I kind of set for this 

year.  The win definitely came much earlier than I thought, it was only the second 

tournament of the season.  I was really happy to see that because once I win a tournament 

that early in the season, that just gives me so much confidence and it just gives me so much 

boost.  And obviously being able to play with the confidence is so much different story, 

especially going into a lot of big major championships in the summer, because I consider 

myself a very strong player in the summer.  So I'm really looking forward to the summer and 

I feel like I had a good warm-up for last couple months or so.  I worked on my game and see 

if my body was injury free.  I was able to prove myself that I was injury free and I got a little 

bit of confidence back, so I'm really ready to play again. 

 

Q.  I would like to ask one other question, that would be both really for Sei Young and 

M.J.  You are both living in Dallas now so this is kind of a home tournament for you.  

Because you guys travel so much, I think 30-something weeks out of the year, does it 

make a big difference to be home and sleep in your own bed the week of a 

tournament?  What does that mean to you guys, both of you? 

 

M.J. HUR:  My house is like 35 minutes from here, which is not that far.  I sleep on my bed, 

it's great during tournament week, especially there's no chance to sleep on your bed during 

the -- I mean, whole year.  It feels so fresh.  And eating Korean food every day, which my 
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mom cooks even early in the morning, no matter what time, it just great. 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  My home takes five minute from my home, so it's really close to the golf 

course. 

 

Q.  Five minutes? 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah, five minutes.  We can walk to my home, yeah.  Yeah, it is a really 

feeling good to sleep in my bed.  Yeah, my family and my friend will be here for cheering us, 

so yeah, that's really cool. 

 

Q.  Inbee, did you hear the new rule decision released by the USGA?  Can you react to 

that? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I heard about the rule this morning and I think it was a good change 

because, you know, inasmuch as how hard we try to be very exact, we try to replace the ball 

after the marking, and when we're trying to taking a drop, we try our best, and golf is a very 

honest game.  All the players try, I'm sure, at their best to put it exactly the same spot as 

much as they want.  But we are all persons, people and humans and there could be one 

millimeter change or some a little bit of change that we don't even recognize.  It's totally 

unintentional.  I think it gives us -- I mean obviously if you're placing the ball wrong position 

and if you're doing that intentionally and if that gives you advantage, I think you should be 

definitely penalized.  If that's not something to get an advantage or just trying to -- just a little 

mistake that we are not being able to see with our eyes, I think that's just quite reasonable, I 

think that's quite reasonable rule, yeah. 

 

Q.  This question is for Inbee, and actually for M.J., too.  Inbee, when you came into 

the LPGA many, many years ago, I believe really Se Ri was probably one of the only 

Korean golfers that was playing at that time.  You guys were still an anomaly coming 

in.  But since then it seems as though every year, and M.J., you came right behind 

her, every year since then there's another and another and another great player 

coming out of Korea.  Can you just talk about what has brought so much so quickly 

that every year we're seeing another young lady come onto the tour?  I think it was 

Ingee last year and they're doing so well.  What allows them to be able to come and 

play so well so quickly? 

 

INBEE PARK:  I think because I think we have the tour, KLPGA Tour back home and their 

competition level is quite high and they compete 30 to 35 tournaments a year.  We have a 

lot of good players from there and a lot of the girls are coming from that tour.  I think 

because of the country that loves golf and is so passionate about the game of golf, there has 

to be great golfers coming out from that much passion in the game.  Obviously being a 

strong tour and having a strong tour back home definitely helps growing the game and helps 

players to become a better player, because the competition level is very high back in Korea, 

I think they can come over here and easily be able to just come into the LPGA Tour and be 

able to compete.  
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Q.  Your thoughts, M.J.?  Do you agree? 

 

M.J. HUR:  Like what you said, for us, Se Ri may bring us to come here.  And like for now, 

like Inbee made all the junior golfer who plays in Korea and KLPGA Tour, they're just looking 

for Inbee and they want to be like her, like right?  All the players, even us, and that's why all 

the -- things making them working hard, harder and compete with each other, that's why 

there's a lot of good players coming. 

 

MATT HAAS:  Well, we appreciate the time.  We're going to open it up for a couple 

questions in Korean if you want to come up and ask those. 
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