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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:  STEPHEN AMES  ( -15) 
April 16, 2017 
 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  First of all, congratulations, Stephen, on the victory.  What does it 

mean to you to finally break through and win on the PGA Tour Champions?   

 

STEPHEN AMES:  It's fun, that's for sure.  It's the same feeling as any tour that you win on.  

At this stage right now, the way the year started off for me, my fifth, my fourth or fifth start 

and winning now, which is nice.  It's a thrill, it's a real thrill right now.  

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  And you made it look easy, frankly, out there.  You won by four and 

you seemed to be in control all day long.  Did it feel as easy as it looked?  

 

STEPHEN AMES:  It did, it was.  Pretty much there were certain pins that I went at that I 

didn't need -- that I went at that I had the good numbers at, and the pins that I didn't have 

good numbers at I was definitely playing for the center of the greens and making sure the 

putter was doing the work, which it did.  The putter was the strongest club in the bag today 

for me, which is nice.  It wasn't as shaky as yesterday where I had to sink some eight- and 

six-footers for par today.  It was very much cruise control, ball in fairway, ball on the green, 

had a 20-footer, made a couple, and then I had a couple six- and eight-footers and a couple 

tap-ins for birdies.  Life was a little easier, put it this way.  I didn't put a lot of added pressure 

on myself at all today. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  You came into the day with a one-shot lead and you came out and 

birdied No. 1.  How important was that birdie on that first hole?  

 

STEPHEN AMES:  I think in any case it's important that you start off well.  The whole -- the 

golf course on the whole was playing very short because of the firmness of the fairways.  

Obviously the greens got the same way, too, very firm, and it was straight downwind there.  

It was a 3-wood and a simple sand wedge into that hole, so it was nice to start off well.  I 

actually had an opportunity of starting all three holes with birdies but it didn't happen, but I 

think overall I was quite pleased with the way my front nine went. 

 

Q.  You said yesterday how at ease you were with the lead.  You obviously weren't 

lying.  Given your performance even at TPC, what is your comfort with the lead and as 

being a frontrunner?   

 

STEPHEN AMES:  I think it's not so much the fact of opposition, I think it's more the fact that 

you're comfortable with yourself.  I was very much that way inclined this week on the whole.  

My biggest goal this week was to control my anxiety and my emotions and my breathing, 

which is one of the things that I worked on really hard this week.  That calmed me down a 

lot.  I felt that way and I felt very much in control of my tempo and everything else, so it was 

nice to be in that situation and play the way I did today, yes. 
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Q.  It's a relaxed guy that takes a seat on a hill on 18.  

 

STEPHEN AMES:  Well, four-shot lead, not much to worry about from there.  I didn't want to 

put any pressure on myself, that's why I chipped the wedge down there, hit the next one on 

the green and got out of there.  It was nice, yeah.  The pressure only comes from within, by 

you, the way you're thinking and what you're thinking of, and in that case, hey, this is 

relaxing, let's relax and enjoy it. 

 

Q.  You talk about relaxing, that really came in handy as you were making the turn 

watching everybody else.  Take us through how you were able to keep your 

composure.   

 

STEPHEN AMES:  It's hard, it's hard because, you know, one of the biggest things the last 

couple years playing on the big tour was the fact of how slow play got all of a sudden.   

 

And here we are this situation here, it's like, really, guys, you've been playing golf for 30 

years, you know if you hit one right or you're not sure where you hit it, at least hit a 

provisional.   

 

No, they walk up there and see that they can't find it.  Guess what, they've got to go back to 

the tee and start again.  So it really is unsportsmanlike.  When you consider the players 

have been doing this for so many years, you'd think they would hit a provisional and then go, 

okay, we've lost the ball, I can play my provisional because you've hit one already.  But to go 

back there, I mean, we waited 25 minutes on the ninth tee.  Yesterday was five hours and 15 

minutes to play.  I think today was almost five hours and 10 minutes again today.  It's always 

an issue that we've had and always will be an issue. 

 

Q.  Was that a big turning point for you as you were able to scramble? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  I scrambled, I did. 

 

Q.  Kind of crash there? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  It was a little bit because Billy was in the fairway there.  He didn't hit a 

good drive, either, but he was in the fairway.  I didn't hit the fairway, I was up in the bushes 

on the left and I ended up being right behind the TV tower and got relief from that, so lucky 

me.  Then I hit a great recovery and he hit his in the water, so I was playing for 5.  When I 

saw the lie that I had, I went, oh, no, this is -- this is still 4.  So I got lucky there, yes. 

 

Q.  You had a chip-in, too, on 7.  Tell us about that. 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  I just reenacted it on the 18th green.  It wasn't an overly tough chip, it 

was just to make sure that I got the club under the ball where I could create the spin that I 

needed to get it to stop.  I had read the line like a putt and I picked my spot where I wanted 

to land it, and when I hit the ball and it came off the face, it was like, oh, this felt good, and it 
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landed on my spot.  The ball went into the hole like a putt, so it was perfectly executed.  

Great chip.  Great timing, too, because Billy had it like five feet there to go to 12 under and 

be within one of me, so things were getting tight from there.  Then he missed, and then of 

course he had the blunder on 9 so kind of opened the door a little bit more for me again.  

 

Q.  What do you think it is, the effect on a player such as yourself with the lead 

playing so well and not giving anything away?  What do you think the effect is on the 

rest of the people? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  Are you talking to me or Bernhard Langer, because he tends to do that 

quite often, yeah.  I guess it is an effect, yeah.  Everybody else kind of fell apart, which in 

that case, the two guys that I played with, they did. 

 

Q.  Speaking of Langer, did you see him coming up in your rearview mirror?  

 

STEPHEN AMES:  Oh, I was watching, don't worry.  I'm a leader board watcher, definitely.  I 

saw it.  I looked to see how many holes he had still to go, so I had to calculate if he birdied 

all three coming in that he was going to catch me.  So I had to keep an eye on him.  And 

then when I saw he finished 11, I realized, oh, okay, I can actually put this in cruise control, 

which I did coming in. 

 

Q.  On TV the broadcast crew, there was a constant theme kind of on the back nine, 

this is what we've been waiting on to see from Stephen Ames. 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  Which is nice. 

 

Q.  Is that something you've thought about yourself, this is where I should be, this is 

what I should be doing out here? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  Playing the kind of golf that I'm playing now?  Yeah, probably, yeah.  It's 

been -- it's been long coming when you consider the fact of what I've been going through 

with my life the last three years.  I'm quite happy to be in this situation right now.  Things are 

getting a lot easier to manage and enjoy a little bit more.  So in that respect it's -- more than 

anything else it's the fact that my outside life other than golf has become quieter and more 

manageable where I can focus a little bit on golf and enjoy it a little bit more. 

 

Q.  Will there be a big party back in Trinidad?  

 

STEPHEN AMES:  No, because we're off to Turks tomorrow morning for a week. 

 

Q.  How much do they still follow your exploits? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  A lot, yeah.  They all do, still.  I still have a foundation down there.  My 

mother runs the junior program.  I go home twice a year to make sure it's running properly.  I 

do it all.  It's a lot of fun.  A lot of great kids down there and it's nice to give back to them 
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down there. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Thank you, Stephen.  Congrats 
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