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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW: KENNY PERRY  ( -8) 
April 15, 2017 
 

 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  So Kenny, great round today.  At what point today did you feel like 

today's going to be a special day?  

 

KENNY PERRY:  Really not until like the last few holes.  You know, when you open up with 

72, you're just kind of -- you're teeing off the back nine first and, you know, I was just kind of 

in the rocking chair kind of deal what I call it where I'm just kind of free-wheeling out there 

and just playing golf free and easy.   

 

Got off to a good start, shot 4 under on the back, and then I birdied 2 and 3 to go to 6.  And 

4, I birdied three in a row there to get to 7.  Probably after the -- but those holes -- 5, you can 

make a big number on 5.  And 6 I hit it to 20 feet for eagle, driver and a hybrid.  I hit an 

incredible hybrid to slice it around those trees.  Who says I can't hit a fade? 

 

So I guess I really wasn't thinking too much of it.  All I'm trying to do is get in position for 

tomorrow.  I need to probably shoot that same kind of round tomorrow to have a chance to 

win this thing. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Earlier this season you talked about rededicating yourself to the game.  

Do you feel like you're finally reaping the fruits of that labor?  

 

KENNY PERRY:  Well, I told my buddy last night, it feels like I take one step forward and 

two steps back.  I'm working and working and working, and then my last few starts after 

Boca have not been very good, I haven't played very well.  But I'm still continuing to work 

every day and I'm practicing, so you know.   

 

And then I played fairly poorly yesterday.  I didn't hit it that bad, I just didn't putt very well.  

And today I hit it good and I putted good.  Why it showed up today, I really don't know, it just 

did.  I guess that's the beauty of golf.  Some days are better than others. 

 

Q.  What kind of mood did you leave in yesterday? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  Very disappointed.  I came to 18, I was 2 under.  I pushed my drive just a 

little bit and it was going down the right and it kind of funneled off and it went off the edge of 

the fairway, this far off the fairway, and I was in a bush.  Those tall weeds are like that 

(indicating.)  So I couldn't even hit it, had to take a penalty drop.  And then I tried to go for 

the green.  I guess I probably should have laid up.  Then I hit it in the water and then I knock 

it on, two-putt and make double bogey and shoot even par.  So I left the golf course very 

frustrated yesterday. 

 

Q.  A lot of low scores today.  How is the course playing, conditions, et cetera? 
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KENNY PERRY:  Well, it's warm.  This golf course is in the best shape I've ever seen it.  

We're so used to usually playing in rain and cool weather.  The golf course is firm and fast.  

You don't usually see this place firm and fast, so the ball's really running out there long 

distances.  So the holes are playing a lot shorter than they normally play for us this time of 

year.  I think that's where the scores are coming from. 

 

Q.  The weather is supposed to be pretty much the same, it's supposed to be pretty 

similar tomorrow, right? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  Correct.  Chance of thunderstorms but I guess it would be like 

thunderstorm or something, it's not like really steady rain supposed to be moving in. 

 

Q.  Earlier in the year you said some pretty strong things about the lack of respect for 

the tour, this tour.  I don't know if a day like this kind of helps your argument as much 

as anything, all these low scores, these guys can really play out here? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  Well, I think what -- it amazes all the rookies.  When a rookie comes out 

here for his first few events, his eyes are really opened up to how well the golf is out here.  

You think when you turn 50 you're going to come out there and go dominate on the 

Champions Tour.  Next thing you know, the guys are 8 or 9 under on the first day, you're a 

couple under and you're thinking uh-oh.  That's what happened to me my rookie year in 

2010.  At the Woodlands, I think I shot 6 or 7 under and Freddie shot 19 or 20.  I never said 

the -- I just think the caliber of play is unreal out here.  It always is incredible.  It's just, you 

know, I don't know.  Maybe everybody's more into the younger kids and stuff, which I 

understand that, and the regular tour, so maybe we've had our time and they just want us to 

move on. 

 

Q.  I'm curious what prompted that.  That's very strong -- 

 

KENNY PERRY:  Well, I just feel like, you know, I feel like we should get more media 

attention.  Look at all the Hall of Famers out here and all the great champions that are out 

here.  I don't know, maybe I should just be thankful there's a place for us continuing to play 

while we're in our 50ss.  I should look at it that way rather than get mad and think we should 

get more respect than we get out here. 

 

Q.  To me it was like somebody who's very proud of what goes on out here and not 

enough people recognize it.  

 

KENNY PERRY:  I agree with that wholeheartedly.  That's a great statement, very accurate 

in my opinion.  The only people who really realize it are guys like you who work it.  I guess 

you look at -- we were talking about 18 today.  There was probably, I don't know, 50 to 100 

people maybe in the stands coming down 18.  We were hoping to get more.  I want the 

gallery to come out more and enjoy us because I think we're a lot more accessible than the 

regular tour because you can kind of come up and talk to most of the guys out here and 
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we're all pretty easygoing and laid back.  It's hard to get to guys on the regular tour. 

 

Q.  I was saying you look at the score today, it's pretty phenomenal? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  7,100-yard long golf course, it's just incredible.  The guys still play very 

well out here. 

 

Q.  You mentioned the atmosphere, final round being tomorrow.  Typically when you 

see the gallery start to grow -- 

 

KENNY PERRY:  Yeah, I think it will be different.  It will be different.  This tournament 

usually gets a great weekend crowd.  It always has in the past that I remember. 

 

Q.  Yourself, how close were you really to retiring last year? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  Pretty close. 

 

Q.  I heard you were thinking about it? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  I was thinking about quitting, yeah.  It's just I've got six grandkids now and 

it's just, you know, there's just other things I want to do.  And for me to be competitive, I've 

got to work at it.  Sandy knows.  I'm up here, I'm up and gone at the course, I'm at the 

course all day at home, at my golf course practicing.   

 

After 30 -- I turned pro in '82, got my card in '86.  Never lost my card on the regular tour.  I 

still have a one-year exemption left on the regular tour if I want to use it to go out there and 

play, but I'll never use it.  So really, I never lost my card on the regular tour and then just 

decided to cross over to this tour.  So, you know, my deal was I played my best golf at 48 

and 49.  I won three times when I was 48, in the Ryder Cup, twice at 49, and then I moved 

right on in to -- you know, a lot of the guys have that window.  They may quit at 44, 45.  They 

hang out for five years, they turn 50, then they're off again on the Champions Tour.  Like a 

rejuvenation, they have their space.  I never had that.  I've never stopped, I've just gone and 

gone and gone and it's just worn on me. 

 

Q.  Did you have a moment of reckoning last year? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  Well, I had to look at it this way:  I was playing terrible because I was not 

putting the time in.  I didn't earn the right to be mad at playing terrible because I hadn't 

worked at it, you know what I'm saying?  I had to make a decision.  I'm not going to go out 

there and just play to play.  I'm either going to be competitive and work at it and try to be 

good at it, even though if I fail that's okay, but not working at it and failing is hard for me to 

handle. 

 

Q.  Did you have a hole-out today?    
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KENNY PERRY:  I putted one in from on the fringe, I putted it.  I was lucky.  If it hadn't hit it 

pin, it might have gone in the creek, it was moving. 

 

Q.  Do you have any bad thoughts about that tree? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  It's not there anymore, is it?  I think it's gone.  Yeah, I think about that tree 

all the time.  I hit a 5-wood in the playoff against Ryuji Imada at the Atlanta tournament and it 

hit that tree and it sounded like Babe Ruth up there on the top of the hill.  It ricocheted off the 

tree, it almost went in the hole.  It went right by the flagstick and it went in the water and I 

ended up losing. 

 

Q.  So as you look to tomorrow, what kind of mindset do you have to have? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  I have to have similar to today.  I've just got to figure out a way to get it in 

the hole.  There's no backing up out here.  If you back up, they'll run over you out here.  

That's the only way to be.  That's what's fulfilling out here.  You've got to play amazing golf 

on the weekends to win championships out here.  You earn it out here.  You don't really 

back your way into any wins out on the Champions Tour. 

 

Q.  Last thing for me, how long has it been now since your last win? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  '14. 

 

Q.  Pretty hungry to end that streak? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  Sure.  It's always good to win.  That's the best part of it, that's why we 

work at it.  Came so close and McCarron eagled the last hole in Boca to win.  That was a 

good fight, so I'm off in the right direction. 
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