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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW: STEPHEN AMES    ( -9) 
April 15, 2017 
 

 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Stephen, welcome to the media center.  Great playing so far this 

weekend. 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  Thanks. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  What's been the key to stringing together two good rounds to start the 

tournament?  

 

STEPHEN AMES:  I think overall I hit a lot of fairways, that helps out here, and of course the 

little bit of length that I have still.  I've been able to get to most of the par 5s in two.  That's 

been somewhat part of the package.  But I think overall the putter's been my main anchor 

right now, which is kind of nice because that's kind of let me down for the last couple years 

that I played out here.   

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  You've had a good start to the season, you have two top 10s already, 

and now you're in position going into tomorrow's final round.  Do you feel like you're building 

some momentum?  

 

STEPHEN AMES:  I have been, I've been building momentum since the end of last year so 

I've been looking forward to getting things started.  Things in my life have been quieting 

down a little bit more now so I can focus a little bit more on golf and I'm looking forward to 

the rest of the year, to tomorrow and the rest of the year. 

 

Q.  When you have a situation where you're going to have looks like maybe a 

one-shot lead, like 10, 12 guys within two, three shots of you, does that force you to 

play more aggressively than when you have a lead and you've got a couple shots --  

 

STEPHEN AMES:  I think you've got to play your game, you can't really -- because you 

don't know when you're going to make the birdies and when they're going to come.  In some 

situations the clubbing is right, the yardage is right and you can be aggressive in that 

respect, but this golf course can bite you when the pins are tucked in certain situations.   

 

I've played here in the past in BellSouth and it was a lot wetter and softer, easier to go at 

pins.  Now as firm as they are here, you can't go at a lot of these pins.  So you have to hit 

the ball well to get it close to the hole obviously and then make some putts.  It's very much a 

patience game this week, for me it has been and it's been nice. 

 

Q.  The scoring certainly was pretty spectacular here today.  Something like this is 

going to be required again tomorrow, I suppose?   
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STEPHEN AMES:  Today was different actually.  It really was swirling a lot with the wind.  

That made it really difficult for club selections.  I overshot quite a few holes by almost a club 

and a half, and then other times I was a club and a half short.  So it's been hard.  It's been a 

bit of a guessing game in that respect and that's the patience part.  You've got to be very 

patient.  And if it blows again tomorrow, hopefully it does a little bit like today would be 

perfect.  I think that will separate some of the guys, the ball strikers to the guys who are not 

hitting it great. 

 

Q.  How anxious do you find yourself ready to win the first one? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  I'm not anxious, not anxious at all.  I'm very comfortable right now in the 

situation.  The main thing that I'm really comfortable about is how I feel about my golf swing 

and being a lot more in control of my anxiety and my feelings and all that when I'm playing.  

It's been a nice week this week for me. 

 

Okay, great.  Time for a beer. 
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