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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  DAVID TOMS       
April 12, 2017 
 

 

Q.  How did the thing for the foundation, the Masters thing for the foundation turn out 

last week? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  It was good.  One of our members there in Shreveport actually won the pool, 

so it was nice. 

 

Q.  You have to give him a lesson now? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Yeah.  So I don't know, he's a good enough friend of mine, I might just say 

I'm too busy. 

 

Q.  That's a great -- 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Oh, yeah, it always generates a lot of interest every year.  It's a big 

fundraising deal for us, so it's good.  It's funny to hear the stories.  The problem with this 

year was Dustin Johnson pulling out, people trying to change their teams last minute and all 

that.  I'm glad I wasn't in the office that day.  

 

Q.  How's the course playing so far? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  It's really good.  It's been a long time since I've played it, but if the weather 

stays like this, it's going to be pretty firm, which is nice.  I've played here many times where it 

was soaking wet and really long, so now we're getting some roll in the fairways, the greens 

are firming up and they're in good shape.  So I think it will be a nice test of golf. 

 

Q.  Atlanta's got good memories for you? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Yeah, really good.  Winning the PGA here, winning at Callaway Gardens 

just south of here, another good finish in the PGA at the Athletic Club a few years later.  

Some good finishes over the years at the BellSouth, AT&T -- whatever you want to call it all.  

I've been here a long time. 

 

Q.  The PGA seems like was yesterday, hard to believe it was as long as --  

 

DAVID TOMS:  Yeah, I think we're going to try to slide over there tomorrow and play a little 

bit of golf.  I'm not in the pro-am here tomorrow, so at least go have lunch anyway and bring 

back some memories.   

 

Q.  They just redid the Highlands, did a lot of work on Highlands over the last year.  

 

DAVID TOMS:  Oh, wow.  That will be interesting to see that. 
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Q.  In your mind, what's the best shot that you remember from that week, is it the last 

one or the hole-in-one? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Probably the hole-in-one, but I remember just hitting a lot of good shots.  I 

mean, even some big up-and-downs early in the week to keep rounds going.  Just 

everything fell into place.  And obviously the putter was good all week.  Just one of those 

weeks that it was just kind of magical.  I couldn't explain, I wasn't playing great going in or 

anything, but I thought I was close.  That's what happens sometimes, you get on a roll, have 

a place that you like to play and have some good results and it can turn pretty quickly. 

 

Q.  You had a great career, is that the definitive -- 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Probably so.  You know, that was obviously a great tournament for me to 

win a major, but winning in New Orleans the same year early in the year was big being from 

Louisiana.  And then to come back and be able to win at Colonial in 2011 after not having 

won for quite a while and I was getting older, at a course that I really liked that I played every 

year, a tournament that was probably my favorite on the tour for many, many years, so to 

win there was pretty special as well. 

 

Q.  Kind of assess the field you guys have got here this week.  

 

DAVID TOMS:  You know, I never really pay attention to it because it seems like everybody 

plays most of the events.  So regardless of who's not here, you're still going to have a lot of 

good players that are here and that's not really something I look at. 

 

Q.  What's it like being a rookie? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  It's kind of nice, you know?  At least to be one of the young guys.  I was 

definitely one of the old guys playing out there on the regular tour and it was very difficult to 

compete.  They still shoot a lot of good scores out here, but courses are such that if you play 

well, I feel like I can shoot a good score on them, whereas now on the tour, some of them 

are so difficult and the way they set it up and the length that they play, you can play decent 

and not even be able to shoot under par, feel like you're playing okay.  So this is a lot more 

fun for sure, a little laid back.  Taking a cart around on this golf course in the pro-ams is 

pretty nice, too.  I remember some really long pro-am rounds around here when you're 

walking the golf course. 

 

Q.  It's not an easy golf course to walk.  The difference in being a senior, 54 holes, is 

that the main thing? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Yeah, to me that's a good thing.  I guess it makes you play a little too 

aggressive at times because you don't want to get too far back seeing as you don't have as 

many holes to play.  But I like it because most of the week is pretty low stress.  I like to say 

with the carts, pro-ams or whatever it might be, one less round that you have to prepare for.  
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And everybody seems to be in a pretty good mood, which go out on the PGA Tour this week 

and you'll see a lot of guys that aren't very happy for some reason, so whatever golf does to 

you and especially in that competitive environment. 

 

Q.  Have you set any special goals you want to try and reach this year? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Not really because I didn't know what to expect.  I guess people have 

expectations of you to do really well if you've come straight off the PGA Tour, but at the 

same time it's still golf.  You've still got to play, you've still got to make putts, hit fairways, 

and play against guys that have been the greats in the game forever.  So it's still know really 

how to play golf and how to win tournaments and how to not be nervous when you have a 

chance to do well.  They're all champions, so my expectations are to go out here and have 

fun and work hard on my game, continue to try to prepare for tournaments like I always have 

and take what I get. 

 

Q.  Health good? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Yeah, yeah, knock on wood.  I mean, I've got a little tape on the low back 

today because it was a little stiff, but I've been dealing with that for years, so no big deal at 

all. 
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