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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  SCOTT PAREL      
April 12, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Your thoughts going into the week? 

 

SCOTT PAREL:  I'm looking forward to it being so close to home, and the golf course is 

terrific.  I've had some, I would say, decent success around here, I know the golf course.  So 

yeah, I'm looking forward to the week. 

 

Q.  You've played it on both sides of the 50 line, haven't you? 

 

SCOTT PAREL:  Yes, yes. 

 

Q.  It doesn't make it any easier for you, does it? 

 

SCOTT PAREL:  It's a little easier.  There are a few tees that are a little closer.  It's a little 

easier, but still it's challenging.  It's a good golf course. 

 

Q.  Does it help having been around a few times? 

 

SCOTT PAREL:  I think so.  I don't think there's any course that it doesn't help, you know.  

The more you've gotten to play it, the better you're going to be. 

 

Q.  And as far as playing at home, it's not really home but more or less a home game 

for you, what does that mean? 

 

SCOTT PAREL:  Well, I'm going to have a ton of friends and family out here, you know, so 

I'm sure more than any other week I'll have for the year.  So yeah, it would be great to be 

successful this week in front of everybody.  Either way I'm going to enjoy it.  My friends and 

family are all so supportive.  I mean, obviously they want me to do well, but they'll be fine no 

matter what happens. 

 

Q.  Let me ask you about Bernhard.  

 

SCOTT PAREL:  Oh, yeah. 

 

Q.  The fact that he's almost 60 and he's playing at such a level, how does that kind of 

thing happen? 

 

SCOTT PAREL:  You know, I don't want to say he's a freak of nature, but he obviously 

takes the game so serious still.  His competitive drive I think is more than most people have.  

Obviously at his age, you know, he's got nothing left to prove.  The guy, obviously he's a Hall 

of Famer and he's won all over the world, a hundred times I guess he's won probably, 

something like that.  So to see what he does at his age is amazing.   
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That was one of the things that really impressed me last year when I was playing, because I 

was a newbie and I'm playing like I did on the Nationwide Tour as far as my preparation.  I'm 

here early, I'm going around the golf course multiple times.   

 

A lot of guys, I'm not saying they don't prepare but they've been here, they've played here.  

They'll show up and play in the pro-am and that's all the preparation they need.  I see 

Bernhard and he's Monday morning, you know, caddie's out there rolling balls.  He's 

preparing like it's the Masters every week I feel like.  I think that's just his personality.  I don't 

think he can turn that off.  At some point maybe he'll maybe not be able to hit the ball and 

play quite as good as he does now and maybe he'll slow that down, but I just think that's part 

of him.  His preparation and his competitive drive is just amazing. 

 

Q.  Is it different when -- you're still a young guy, but when you get to a certain age, is 

it more difficult, is it more mentally, physically challenging to get ready to play? 

 

SCOTT PAREL:  I'm in such a unique situation, I'm so different probably from most of these 

guys.  For me it's still really exciting every week.  I'm a rookie kind of out here, so the venues 

are still fairly fresh to me.  To come to tournaments like this with the excitement and the 

community behind it, yeah, yeah, it may be passe for a lot of these guys, they're used to 

playing in the Masters or used to playing in big-time, Memorial or Bay Hill.  I never got to 

experience that.  So to me every week is, I don't want to say like a major, but for me it's all 

exciting and new.  So I don't feel that, "Oh, I'm getting older and it's tough for me to get up."  

I mean, I'm excited every week right now.  Hopefully I'll be out here for five or 10 years and 

by the end of the seventh year I'll be like, "Oh, okay, I've got to go over to Sugarloaf this 

week," but I don't have that feeling at all right now. 

 

Q.  Got to go defend a championship or something? 

 

SCOTT PAREL:  Yeah, that would be a nice problem to have, for sure. 
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