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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL     
April 12, 2017 
 

 

MODERATOR:  Thank you for coming in.  I guess the obvious question, how are you 

feeling? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  I feel pretty decent, okay.  Not as good as when I was 20. 

 

MODERATOR:  Join the club.  I know the feeling here.  Do you take inventory every 

morning when you wake up and see what's feeling good and what's not?  

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  Well, pretty much, yeah.  Obviously the starts aren't as low 

usually, but overall, especially coming from the situation I've been through for the last couple 

years, everything is like a positive sign.  So being able to be active and practice a bit and 

play golf, that's already a positive every day so I'll stick to that. 

 

Q.  Where did you watch the end of the Masters? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  I was at the house that we rented for the week.  I saw the 

whole unfold, the event. 

 

Q.  Did you see anything different in him that -- 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  The calmness and how collected he was when things didn't go 

his way from 10 to 13, you know, I think that was the main difference compared to the Sergio 

of past times when this scenario, most of the time he would have, you know, caved in and let 

it go.  I think this time he showed more maturity.  He was -- as I said, you could sense that in 

his looks, in his actions, how he breathing, how he was looking, his eyes, and I think that 

was the main or the most important difference that I noticed that week.  

 

Q.  He makes that putt for the birdie in the extra hole and goes around.  What was 

your immediate reaction? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  Well, it was happiness, happiness and relief for him because I 

know what he's been through.  He's a good kid and he's been through a lot.  You know, he's 

had close calls in majors.  And then the media, you know, sometimes has been a little bit 

harsh on him, especially at home.  Mainly happiness for him and for his family because they 

went through difficult times, you know, when those things happen. 

 

Q.  That's interesting because we don't get to -- we don't know how the media reacts 

in Spain.  They're tougher than -- 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  Well, they're not tougher, but when those close calls happen, 

they said, "Well, does he have it in him?  The years are going by and so on and he will never 
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win again," and things like that.  So it's not easy. 

 

Q.  Did you guys play a practice round this week or last week? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  We played on Tuesday, yeah.  We played a practice round on 

Tuesday. 

 

Q.  He talked so much about how happy he is, obviously he's getting married? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  I think that's an important part of any, I think any sport people.  

In order to be able to perform well on the golf course, everything has to be in balance 

outside of the golf course.  I think that Angela and the situation that he's going through has 

helped a lot in that regard. 

 

Q.  What did it mean to you to get back and play there after missing a year? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  Well, it's great.  It's fantastic to be part of that event.  Every 

time that I drive through Magnolia Lane, you know, you have wonderful memories of years 

past.  The place itself is unique, how they do things there is unique, the history that is around 

the whole event.  And plus the fact that it's the only major that we play on the same golf 

course, I think that's also very, very special. 

 

Q.  Did you have concerns that you may not be able to get back there and actually get 

on the course and play after what you went through? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  Yeah, when I was at my lowest, obviously golf was out of the 

equation completely.  I couldn't do a normal life, I couldn't do nothing at all.  So many, many 

times I thought that, you know, golf was over if the situation didn't reverse, yes. 

 

Q.  So just getting back on the golf course, what has that meant to you being able to 

get out here and do what you love to do? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  Well, it's fantastic.  I really appreciate it more.  Sometimes we 

take things for granted as we go in life, and health is one of them sometimes.  When you find 

yourself not being able to do what you love and not even do a normal life, once you get back 

to that situation where you can play golf and enjoy family life and whatever life brings you, 

you tend to appreciate it much, much more.  So it's fantastic to be back playing golf.  To be 

back here at Sugarloaf also, it's a wonderful track, fantastic golf course and really happy to 

be here. 

 

Q.  Sergio plays well at the U.S. Open; the Masters he's had three top-10s.  What is it 

about Augusta National that may have fit his game or that's different now where he 

played obviously so well at a place -- 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  Well, there's not much difference now compared to years past.  
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As a matter of fact, I would say that, if anything, he's become more of a fader of the ball.  

And in that regard actually in years past he was able to shape it right to left easily.  And 

funny enough, if you ask me, now the game actually, especially off the tee, being more of a 

fader of the ball doesn't -- doesn't shoot that shot so much at Augusta National being a 

right-hand player.   

 

But I think the main difference was the demeanor, the calmness, and the fact that everything 

away from the golf is coming into a good place, so I think that was mainly it.  The Open has 

a better record because he loves these courses, he's able to actually keep the ball low 

whenever he wants it to, and I think that's why he's been better at The Open.  And then also 

the greens are not as fast as all the major events, and with the putting stroke you can be 

more aggressive with it. 

 

Q.  How emotionally involved were you during the course of that last round from 

seeing Sergio's struggles and then the great par on 13?  He misses the putt at the 

72nd hole.  Were you riding the roller coaster with him? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  Yeah, sure, of course.  I wanted him to win.  With all due 

respect to Justin, he's won the U.S. Open, a good friend of mine, a great player in the Ryder 

Cup, but obviously my feelings were for Sergio.  You live that like part of a player, you know.  

You follow the roller coasters.  When he missed the second shot on 10 and I saw the ball in 

the pine straw there, I knew it was going to be a struggle to make a bogey.  And then I think 

he was a bit unlucky on 11 because it was not such a bad tee shot, it bounced pretty hard 

and it ran out of grass and it was blocked by the big pine tree.  So you go through all the 

moments.   

 

And I think the toughest moment was on 13 after he hit the branches on the left and the ball 

was unplayable there.  I knew that that moment was really crucial and he needed to make 

par there at worst, hoping for Justin maybe just to make a birdie at best.  So you go through 

all those emotions, yeah, as a player, you know; what is to be in that situation and wanting 

Sergio to win, obviously I went through those. 

 

Q.  He said you sent him a note that your champions locker, you're not sharing that 

right now.  When did you send him that? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  I sent it on Wednesday.  I wanted to chat with him on 

Wednesday actually, but because of the weather and the conditions, I didn't have a chance 

to chat with him because when we played on Tuesday, I sensed that he -- obviously he 

played really well, he struck the ball really well, but on top of that I sensed a little bit of that 

calmness.  And because I didn't have the chance to talk to him on Wednesday, I sent the 

note Wednesday night. 

 

Q.  If you had the chance to talk to him, were you just -- did you want to say that you 

just felt good about his chances or that you felt like he was in a good space? 
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JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  I was going to say what I said in the message.  

 

Q.  Have the communications afterwards, was there a -- have you had a chance to --   

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  Yeah, I talked to his parents first when the tournament was 

over because I knew how busy he was going to be the next few hours, and then I talked to 

him on Monday morning.    

 

Q.  Is there a level of personal pride that you take in what Sergio's been able to do, 

because there's a generational thing with the Spanish players?  I guess Jon Rahm will 

be the next one? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  Yeah, that will be wonderful, but I don't take any kind of pride.  I 

think Sergio has done wonderful work through his whole career and he's been pretty much 

top-10 almost since the very beginning when he came on tour.  The relationship between the 

Spanish players is pretty close and we try to help each other.  It goes back to the old days 

when we didn't have any facilities or things like that, no official hotels, no courses and we 

were trying to help each other as much as we could.  We try to keep that spirit and that's all 

we've done through the years. 

 

Q.  When did you first meet him? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  Well, he was an amateur player and he played, if I'm not 

mistaken, I think it was called the Sanyo Open in Barcelona.  Must have been '86, yeah, I 

think it was '86, '86. 

 

Q.  Good memory.  Is that a European Tour event? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  Yeah, it was a European Tour event, yeah. 

 

Q.  And then maybe briefly, over the years what's that relationship looked like or how 

much has he come to you for help when he was an amateur? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  Well, at the very beginning we practiced together a lot, but then 

straightaway he came to the States to play the PGA Tour and I was based more in Europe, 

playing the European Tour.  We didn't have the chances and the opportunities to spend as 

much time together as we did in the past. 

 

But the relationship has always been a close one because he organized a little event at his 

home course in Castellon and I went to play there every year and have had a wonderful 

time, played different generations of professionals.  So the relationship has always been a 

close one, obviously the Ryder Cup. 

 

Q.  That Sunday that you won in '99 and he was low amateur, did you guys -- I mean, 

you had a lot to do as the champion.  Did you guys spend any time together that 
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evening or did he try on the green jacket or anything? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABEL:  No, no, no, because as I said, that is a very busy moment for 

the champion.  You get the ceremony and then they drive you to the media center and then 

you have to go and do the TVs, and then in those days there was a dinner that you had to 

attend.  So we shook hands and that was it.  We didn't have any time together.  
 

 

 

  

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour

