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Final Round Interview: D.A. POINTS    
March 26, 2017 

 

DOUG MILNE:  D.A., congratulations on your third career PGA Tour victory here at the 

Puerto Rico Open.  With this win you earn a two-year exemption to the PGA Tour as well as 

300 FedExCup points.   

 

Just chatting a few minutes on your way in, you said that it's really been kind of a grind, kind 

of hard.  Can you give us a couple comments on what it means to you to get the job done 

and get back to the winner's circle?  

 

D.A. POINTS:  Well, in 2013 I had a really great year and tried to -- I tried to improve on that 

instead of just playing with my game that I had.  It actually was a big step in the wrong 

direction and I ended up losing my card for the '15 season and then -- or for '16.  Last year I 

played out of past champion category and I got my card back through the Web Finals.  I was 

just really proud of myself for finding some way, hitting about as low as I've ever been 

golf-wise and finding my way out, and then to be able to hang in there and win today is 

something that I wasn't sure if I had in me and I'm really proud of myself. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  20 under obviously today, co-leading after the second round, then you come 

out today, reel off five birdies to start your round, nine total for the day.  At that point did you 

kind of find a groove that -- I mean you don't want to get too ahead of yourself or too 

comfortable, but you had to be feeling pretty good?  

 

D.A. POINTS:  Well, the thing is, when I started out it felt really easy the first five holes, like I 

was just hitting it right where I was looking, hitting it right near the flag and all the putts just 

fell pretty simple. 

 

And then I had a hiccup on 6 and then again on 8 and was able to kind of right the ship.  The 

three-putt on 10 hurt but then I made a nice up-and-down on 11.  And after I holed about a 

five-footer for par on 12, I said if I can just make this putt, you know, I've got a chance to 

kind of get it -- to get the momentum going back the other way.  And then I holed a nice putt 

on 13 and then I settled my swing down and started hitting it close again.  Golf's like that, 

right?  You have highs and lows and rarely do you just play every hole perfect.  To bounce 

back after kind of a rough stretch there, I'm really proud. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  Can you ever recall a time birdieing five holes right out of the gate?  

 

D.A. POINTS:  No, I've never that I can think of just started out with five straight birdies.  

Like I said, it was just like wow, I just hit it in the fairway and I hit it right at the flag and 

tapped it in.  It was pretty fun. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  You are going back to a place next week where you have obviously near 

and dear to your heart where you got your second Tour title.  How special is it, A, that you're 

now going back there and going back there as a three-time PGA Tour champion?  
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D.A. POINTS:  It's super special.  Anytime you can win on the PGA Tour it is truly a gift.  It's 

an honor and a pleasure, and I'm honored to be the Puerto Rico Open champion.  To be a 

past champion at the Shell Houston Open is an honor as well and I'm really looking forward 

to going back there largely in part because I'm playing well.  I'm doing a lot of good things.  I 

know that golf course very well, and so next week won't be a lot of grinding and hard 

preparation, it will just be, you know, getting comfortable with where I am and having another 

crack at it. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  And speaking of that, events like the Puerto Rico Open, it's very easy for 

you to answer now, but how significant and special are events like this; for some people it's 

to start a career, for some people it's to rejuvenate a career, and obviously a significant 

event.  

 

D.A. POINTS:  Yeah, it is.  Any time we have a chance to play on the PGA Tour, like I said, 

it's a pleasure and an honor, and this week is just -- it's been, what, this is the 11th year, 

10th year and I've played in it several times.  Every player who ever comes here says the 

golf course is really quality, the fans and the tournament, the way it's run is high quality.  So 

we're grateful to have the opportunity and I'm glad that I can be the champion. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  And a technical question, 47 of 56 fairways, you're obviously ranked first in 

fairways hit this week.  Have you been tweaking anything or have you always been 

comfortable with your accuracy off the tee?  

 

D.A. POINTS:  You know, that was always a strong suit of my game and then when I went 

to try to make some changes in 2014, it went to the worst part of my game.  That just goes 

to show how silly I felt for trying to change things, but I wanted to get better.  To come back 

and to be so calm and comfortable, and this golf course, you have to drive it straight.  It can 

be kind of demanding on some tee shots and to be able to hit some really quality tee shots 

today under the gun gives me a lot of confidence. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  And I don't know why this stands out, why I remember this, but when you 

were -- I don't even think you had won Pebble yet but you were en route to it and Doug 

Ferguson asked the question, you just seem so incredibly happy.  You're always happy, are 

you never not happy.  How significant is that and was that to you in your lulls, in your journey 

to stay positive and motivated?  

 

D.A. POINTS:  You know, it was really tough and I know I put my family through a lot.  It was 

tough for my family because I'm the one out there, I'm all by myself trying to practice and 

prepare.  I've had some really good help with some mental coaches and people that just 

remind me like, hey, all you can do is put in the work and be patient and look for the 

positives.  You know, I've been doing this thing for a while now where I've been writing down 

only my good shots after every round.  Doing stuff, little tiny things like that kind of keep the 

focus off some of the negative stuff that's going on because that's the hardest part in our job.  

We're all perfectionists, we all want to hit it to two feet, we all want to hit it 350 yards off the 
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tee and you've got to really just look at, hey, this is what I'm doing well and just focus on the 

good things. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  And last question unless anybody else has questions, got to ask about Bill 

Murray?  Is he going to touch base, do you guys stay in touch. 

 

D.A. POINTS:  Yeah, you know, Bill and I, we stay in touch.  He's like the coolest big 

brother, I guess you could say, that a guy could have.  He looks after me a lot and we check 

in now and then.  I've been following his son, Luke, real close with Xavier basketball.  Sorry 

to see them lose but they had a great year.  Bill and I, I'm sure we'll probably catch up here 

in the next day or so.  
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