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Pre-Tournament Interview:   RAFA CAMPOS       
March 21, 2017 

 

 

Q.  You're back a year later.  The top-10 finish last year, just a quick comment or two 

about how special last year was coming in the top-10 and so forth? 

 

RAFA CAMPOS:  Last year was obviously extremely special for me.  It's been nine years, 

eight years before that and I finally got a chance to play well this tournament, so it obviously 

meant a lot for me.  I really think it meant a lot for the island golf-wise.  It got to a point where 

I really wasn't thinking about myself, I was thinking more like, man, I know for a fact what I'm 

doing this week, you know, last year, is definitely inspiring a couple, at least 10 guys to want 

to pick up a club or kind of get better.  It actually was the most satisfying part for me.  But 

yeah, truly special, and I got the chance to play over there at Houston.  I loved it over there. 

 

Q.  That was going to be my next question, it got you into Houston.  

 

RAFA CAMPOS:  My main focus right now for this week, I'm definitely not as healthy as I 

was last year due to those two really bad injuries I had.  But I'm really recovering very well 

right now and my main focus, I want to get back to Houston as well.  I really want to keep on 

going, play it again. 

 

Q.  What were the injuries you had? 

 

RAFA CAMPOS:  I tore -- in June -- I played March, April, end of May, beginning of June 

playing the Web.com, I don't know if it was in Kansas or where it was, I tore my longitudinal 

pectoral muscle. 

 

Q.  Right side? 

 

RAFA CAMPOS:  Right side, yeah, this over here.  And it was kind of a freak of nature.  I 

know I was working hard to get my swing where I wanted, but apparently the move I was 

making wasn't the correct one and I think the shoulder just got a tore in the pec and it just 

tore.  Tried to play through the pain, tried to play through -- I mean the Web really helped me 

a lot there.  They were always paying attention to how I felt or what could I do, go to the 

hospital, do this and that.  They really helped me a lot but I got a little greedy.  I was playing 

so good.  They gave me the option of take a leave, and truth is I got really greedy since I 

was playing really well.  I kind of felt if I could keep on doing this, this will probably last like 

three weeks and that's it.  Unfortunately, it lasted like four months.  Missed pretty much 

every cut until the end of the year.   

 

So I did struggle a lot.  After the season finished, okay, I lost my Web status, but I decided 

let me get back to work, let me get back in shape and all that.  I tripped working out the first 

week of workout and I tore ligaments in the first three fingers of the foot, of the right foot, and 

that really took me out.  I was I think from September, I want to say 5th, until January 3rd or 
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4th without seeing a golf course or anything.  So I'm pretty much starting back again.  The 

last two months have been phenomenal. 

 

Q.  Where have you been the last couple months? 

 

RAFA CAMPOS:  Yeah, I started -- I remember, I think it was January 3rd or 4th I picked up 

the a and January 15th I was already in Miami working with Jim McLean.  I was there for 

almost a month, then came back to Puerto Rico for a week.  I decided, you know, it's a little 

different.  I kind of want to keep on practicing and I was fortunate enough to meet some 

great guys here in Puerto Rico that lived in Miami.  I'm sorry, in Arizona and Phoenix.  They 

were really kind enough to lend me their apartment and car and told me I could go over 

there and practice.  So I was there the last three and a half weeks.  I just flew in like five 

days ago.  These two months I really felt I really put some time in.  So I really do feel, even 

with the injuries, even though my body's not 100 percent, I do feel the time I put in, the effort 

I'm putting in, I feel I'm ready to compete at any level. 

 

Q.  Where was the last competitive event you played?  Not to put any bugs in your 

head.  

 

RAFA CAMPOS:  No, no.  The last competitive real event, the Web.com in Portland, I think 

that was the last week of August I think.  In Arizona I decided let me go play a couple 

mini-tour events just to get something going.  So I went over there, played a couple, two.  

Ironically enough, I actually did very well.  I finished second in one.  Yeah, I lost to Ted 

Purdy in one and finished fourth in the other one.  It just made me feel okay, I can put 

some --  

 

Q.  (Inaudible.)  

 

RAFA CAMPOS:  Exactly.  It was really nice to feel the nerves again.  Obviously there won't 

be, you know, equally as the same as here, but yeah, those were the last things I played.  

So that's why I'm really excited to be back competing.  I know I'll kind of feel different this 

year.  I definitely know I'll have a little more pressure just knowing I haven't played in such a 

long time and want to perform well and kind of want to do like last year, even better, but it's 

there.  I feel my game's there.  I really, that's the one positive thing I really have in my head 

is just a matter of trying to see on Thursday how to control the first few holes, kind of control 

the nerves if I get any.  Last year I had no nerves, which was ironic, but if I do get some 

nerves now, just try to get a feel for the round and just kind of convince myself to, hey, you 

can do this, you can play good, you can play however you want.  It's just a matter of letting 

that happen. 

 

Q.  And last thing, you're back here living now? 

 

RAFA CAMPOS:  I'm back here living now.  I live like 40 minutes away from here.  I practice 

at TPC Dorado Beach.  Great golf course over there.  But yes, I've been here, but lately, 

lately I haven't.  I did move to Puerto Rico, but yeah, I've been more traveling to try to get 
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back to -- I mean, when I was in therapy I went to Miami for two months to get therapy and 

one month here in Puerto Rico.  So yeah, it's been on and off the last year or so here in 

Puerto Rico. 
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