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Final Round Interview:    BRETT RUMFORD   
19 February 19, 2017 
 

 

MODERATOR:  Brett, congratulations, you won the World Super 6 Perth.  It's nice to finally 

get a win in front of a Perth crowd, isn't it?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  It's been so close too.  So definitely it's been in the forefront of my 

mind for years past.  Every single year this has definitely been on my radar to come out and 

win.  Unfortunately I've given up leads.  So different format, tough.  I can say it's been a 

really, really tough week.  So I don't know, six holes generally to win a 72-hole golf 

tournament, you're looking at the last six holes pretty much that it comes down to the nitty 

gritty of that same feeling of having to try to win a golf tournament.  But to actually have that 

from 9:00 this morning and then finish up, what time did we finish, 5:30, it was a really long 

day.  So it was really unique, it was a unique challenge in winning a golf championship 

seeing that you're actually feeling that same emotions seeing that you actually feeling those 

same emotions and same tension and pressure for six holes four matches straight.  

Obviously my bye, I didn't need that fifth match which was fortunate.  So it's really taken it 

out of me and I was going to play next week in South Africa, but, yeah, I think after this week 

my schedule is going to change a little bit now with other championships and everything else 

probably becoming more priority on the radar.  I think I've really just got to take a week or 

two to relax and recharge the batteries. 

 

MODERATOR:  This is a very significant win for where you are in your career?  You've not 

got your European Tour card back?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Amazing.  It's just great to be back with what I feel is my second 

family.  Yeah, it's been a pretty tough road, last year was pretty tough.  Year before that was 

even tougher with my surgery.  So only seeing my daughters, my twin girls for four weeks 

and six months, sort of completely fell out of love with the game and sort of my direction in 

life and everything else that goes with it.  Once you sort of -- once I lost my tour card, my 

20,000 Euros, which was probably circumstantial to my situation, yeah, just not quite 

swinging as well.  I think it just put things in perspective and sort of I really missed just being 

out there having a tour card and just being out there with my other family.  So it's really nice 

to get that back and feel as though I've got some worth as a golfer once again.  Because 

once it's all taken away, it can happen so quickly, it's not a nice place to be. 

 

MODERATOR:  Questions for Brett?  

 

Q.  Brett talk about (inaudible)?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Yeah, I wouldn't say revived my year, but I think I just need to really 

focus.  Now that my girls are at school full time and they're not traveling, my schedule has 

got to really change now.  So for me to continue committed to the game mentally, I was just 

going through the motions last year, but I had just run out of passion for it mainly.  That was 
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just purely being divided from the girls that I love, my family, my wife.  It's pretty hard being 

four months away without seeing your goals.  I came across for five weeks, was away for 

one of those weeks so when I went and left the airport, you know, it's pretty tough.  It's the 

other side of golf that people don't really appreciate or get exposed to either.  So, yeah, it 

was pretty tough actually knowing I've gone four months without seeing my girls.  I guess 

saying that it wasn't really four months, but it was really once I got my tour card up I was 

going to come home but then when you're pressing for that and you've got that kind of 

mentality as an example to see the family, you think it would inspire your play, but it kind of 

just didn't.  It was pretty tough.  It's always the case, you know, you need the right frame of 

mind and you need right balance off the golf course as well as on it in order to play at your 

peak.  And I just really had a really, really unbalanced perspective on life.  It was pretty 

tough.  But anyway inside of that, this year has just definitely turned things around.  I've 

been back here now, as I said at the beginning of the week there was no really pressure 

actually for me to perform or play well, it was just I was taking one week at a time and it was 

kind of nice that I had this bit of freedom to sort of move around and stay at home and not be 

pressured to -- not so much to perform but having to having a really tight schedule and 

playing and leaving the family.  So it just relaxed me and just made me have to be 

committed on the game when I was out playing but I think the biggest thing a few 

contributing factors, Ronnie John Roberts, caddie that I had when I won back to back, he's 

back on the bag now.  So on the golf course there's a partnership that just seems to click 

there.  We've done tremendously well and this is our third win.  So there's that, there's Aaron 

Doyle got me back on my feet and from Drive360, and then after surgery that is, and Gary 

Barter.  So I've just been seeing a new coach for the last two months and straight away I've 

had some really decent performances with Gary.  So I finished fifth at the PGA, which was 

pretty much my first week with him, played with him at Hong Kong, played well in South 

Africa but got sick unfortunately and then here I am.  So the game's definitely turned around, 

feels good, just feel rejuvenated, got the family here and schedule has got to be key this 

year to continue to play well. 

 

Q.  Talk about (inaudible) how well you performed?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Yeah, look, I'm really excited with the signs.  I've just got to stay in this 

same frame of mind I think where I think experience gives you that as well a little bit where 

you just, I don't know, you just don't really think ahead.  I haven't been really thinking ahead, 

just focusing pretty much on the process of what I need to do in order to play well.  That's it.  

So rather than just trying to think of playing well, I'm just thinking of the things that I need to 

do so I'm just prioritizing at the moment.  I worked really hard on my golf game and it's just 

all been all that golf which has been good so I've been back here, I've just been really 

focused and quite intent on every single day, just getting myself and my game better.  I just 

need to continue to do that. 

 

Q.  When you win (inaudible) this new format, would you tweak it in any way?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  I think the only thing that I think I would probably tweak, you know 

what, it's brilliant, the whole everything worked out well.  But I think maybe just that one 
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playoff hole maybe up to the semi-finals, had the continuous maybe run it back down 10, 9 

for the playoff so it doesn't get so congested which then so like logs up the field a little bit.  

That's it.  I think six holes is just enough.  I also think that the setup of Lake Karrinyup, I think 

it's one of the few golf courses that it can work at as well because you've got one par 5, 

couple short par 4, one short par 3, one long-ish par 3 and three really really good par 4s.  

So I think for left and right hander with the prevailing winds or not, there's no favor there 

because the whole golf course does kind of a loop so the two holes to my favor, a left 

hander, it turns on a couple holes and then it's against him.  So I think it's quite unique, this 

golf course, and I think from a viewing platform as well you can just walk pretty much straight 

across the holes.  Everything works.  I think it's, yeah, I think -- I just think it's been a great 

format, great week.  Whether this can actually work elsewhere, I think you'd have to be quite 

selective about golf courses that could cater this, but this one works. 

 

Q.  Speaking of things that work (inaudible) one particularly the quarter final 

(inaudible) six hole you needed to try and match it?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Yeah, against Wade, look, I know Wade had the advantage there he 

had already played that hole four times for that same pin location so he'd dialed it in pretty 

good.  So I maybe pulled it two meters left of my line and didn't realize that it was a bit off 

with a bit of a crown on that ridge.  I thought it was just pretty much anything would come 

straight back to the pin, but obviously it flew at me two meters too far and a meter too far left.  

So I thought it was okay, maybe 12 feet, and then I saw a ball sitting up on the front of the 

green.  So I thought, wow, that's really come off.  But, you know, that's kind of like golf, that's 

match play, that's any kind of any sporting endeavor, that when it comes down to the nitty 

gritty you have to dig deep.  And this game, match play, it kind of does that.  72-hole stroke 

play, the last six holes it does that.  You just do what you have to do.  Sometimes it just asks 

the question, it's pretty black and white, it's right there in front of your face.  You hole it, you 

stay in it.  You miss, you're out.  It's just whether -- yeah, for me it's doesn't always come off 

but I think that intent and that focus and that commitment, that unwavering thought that 

you're going to hole the putt, it just becomes so intense in an event like this and also sport 

as well so just crazy stuff happens.  That's why Tiger Woods was so amaze, he just did that 

every single day, didn't he, in every event he pretty much played.  So that was quite 

remarkable.  That's what sport does, it just brings out the best in people and wade was such 

a tough competitor and he was probably marked as -- earmarked for me as probably the 

biggest danger man that I was going to face through this tournament only because of the 

way the style of the golf course is, he's straight, there's a lot of wedges and he's a good 

putter.  So he's also a really forward competitor, so tough nut to crack, that one.  So once I 

was through I kind of relaxed a little bit and didn't really know the other two competitors, so it 

was just a matter of just try to play good golf. 

 

Q.  (Inaudible)?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  (Inaudible.) I don't know.  I think so, I think that's all part of it, I think.  

As I said to Keith, the game is bigger than one man.  I think this event in particular is bigger 

than one man.  And for me to beat my chest and start kicking stones and not being happy 
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about it, we all know the format, it's a qualifying event, period.  So you know what, I'm happy 

with the kudos, that's it.  I'm happy with that.  The players know how well I played relative to 

scoring.  I know how well I played.  I'm taking confidence from that and if anything, you 

know, to say that I wasn't playing for that final score at the last nine holes, absolutely I was.  

Every other player was, because we're all competitors and we all want that win next to our 

name.  So I'm happy with that.  I'm happy that obviously to come out with a win as well.  So 

it's a double positive for me this week. 

 

Q.  This is your sixth win on the European Tour, how does this one rank?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Yeah, this is pretty amazing, this one.  After my surgery, probably 

more so than any other victory, it's probably the biggest in terms of where I've come from in 

such a short period of time over the 18 months from my surgery.  So I think that is -- I've 

worked bloody hard just to get back to here and even still showing signs after being in South 

Africa, I know that if I still work really, really hard and trash my body like I know I do, things 

just seem to break down a little bit easier.  But the surgeon said it would be three years 

before you're fully through it, so I'm just continuing to just work on it and just to improve and 

everything's where it should be and in its right time.  So, yeah, I think this win is, being in the 

home state, family and friends, everyone wants to win in front of home crowds and it's so 

hard to do as well and it's quite unique.  So I've got a couple of positives there today to 

reflect upon I think. 

 

Q.  Just one other thing, in the last round, fourth hole, just the second shot?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  In the, sorry?  

 

Q.  Par 5?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  The par 5, yeah, Ronnie --  

 

Q.  You had an iron --  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  An iron. 

 

Q.  And then you changed?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  I've really got to trust my numbers. 

 

Q.  Looked like it was (inaudible)? 

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  What was going through your mind?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Look, it was just I was getting really really tired and I was putting some 
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tired swings on it from probably the second last match as well, but Ronnie, I really have to 

trust these numbers and I know what my carry numbers are with my 3-wood.  I want to hit a 

two iron.  The winds were swirling, they were kind of just building and they were dropping 

but Ronnie would change his numbers if he's not happy with it, simple as that.  So we 

changed his number to what was clearly a 3-wood number for me, but I just didn't put a very 

good swing.  I was tired.  The club, when it feels twice the weight is what usually does, in 

that situation I just couldn't miss it right at that hole.  So I kind of thought, you know, if I'm out 

just make sure it's left bunker or left fringe is what I was trying to do, hit like a little slider in 

there with the wind.  But as I said, a bit of a flash and tired, concentration was going.  Just a 

bad golf swing.  Fortunately enough it wasn't up against the (inaudible) but the lie was 

terrible, had a twig behind it, soft boggy sands, ants running all over it, it was pretty hideous.  

It was one of those links as well that I tried to play as a bunker shot, but you never know how 

it's going to come out when you have so much debris behind the golf ball.  But I seemed to 

just clear by a fraction, but again the putt was everything so it was just a matter of getting on 

that dance floor underneath the hole which is perfectly -- gave me a good opportunity to look 

at it and that was a clutch par I think because I really wanted to shut it out 2&1 on 18 with 

that pin placement.    
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