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Round 3 Interview:    BRETT RUMFORD  
18 February 2017 
 

 

Q.  Kind of asleep on the front nine, but you woke up on the back nine?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Yeah, two bad drives really.  It was tough going.  That wind switched 

again today so that was more off the left off the first, which more of a east northeast which 

made everything across.  It was really only two bad drives.  Just had to stay patient with it as 

well, I knew that.  Sort of the last two day I've been playing well.  So this golf course gives up 

a lot of birdies and I suggested at earlier in the week that the back nine is kind of where you 

can make a score.  So it was really just knuckling down.  Obviously not playing for a golf 

tournament so there's no pressure to try to win the thing.  It's a matter of just trying to settling 

down and making birdies to just to qualify.  So you finish 1 or 24 doesn't really matter, but 

top 8 was nice and that was all I was really concentrating on. 

 

Q.  So in a normal tournament you're leading by five after three rounds.  Do you wish 

it was four right now?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Look, you know, the format is the format.  Of course, you'd be stupid 

not to think that.  But someone had to leave this qualifier, simple as that.  My main focus 

now is obviously tomorrow, find out who I'm paired with and, yeah, just go out all guns 

blazing. 

 

Q.  You've had plenty of match play.  Is there anybody in the field -- you've had a look 

at the top 24, it's not decided just yet, but who don't you want to meet?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  All of them pretty much.  I mean, over six holes, come on.  You get 

someone with a hot putter those first holes you're on the back foot.  And you've got to pretty 

much for six rounds of golf or five rounds, should I say, four for me now that I've just 

qualified through top 8, but still you've got to go out making birdies on the golf course.  It 

gives up plenty of birdies so it's going to be really exciting.  As I've said all week, you should 

see a bit more animation from the players.  As I say there's no one -- you'd fear every 

opponent in this kind of  format. 

 

Q.  How important was it to have a good round especially on that back nine to go into 

match play?  You don't want to go in there shooting two or three over, do you?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Look, to tell you the truth, I did actually take that as sort of a stroke 

play.  I saw players that were around me through the turn, some guys were coming up 

playing well.  So my main focus was really just try and replicate the stroke play format and 

see how my swing and obviously see how I just handle the situation under pressure.  And, 

you know, swing changes have been made over the last couple of months, all I can do is say 

thanks for that.  But I've just got to keep working on what I'm working on and take the 

confidence and draw on the confidence from playing some really solid rounds of golf. 
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Q.  Best of luck, number one ranked player.  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Yeah, for now, thank you.   

 

That was really good, got off to a bit of a slow start, hit a couple bad drives on a sort of 

slightly left-to-right wind, but got into some tree trouble, but that's what this golf course can 

do as well.  It rewards good play and if you're just slightly off it can really tear you to bits as 

well.  So it was good to just basically hang in there and just remain mentally tough and just 

try to commit to putting some good golf swings back on the golf ball and just chip away at it 

really.  And of course the back nine my putter got hot, started to put some good swings on 

and then momentum started to swing in my favor and that's what golf's all about, 

momentum.  When you got it, you got it, and 17 is a good example of that.  35-, 40-foot putt 

across a big sloping green, when they start dropping it's hard for them not to. 

 

Q.  Brett, another solid one out there?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  It was a slow start, hit a couple bad drives early.  Weren't that bad, but 

that's what this golf course can do.  Start missing these fairways in the trees and it doesn't 

give you too much.  Yeah, so it was a bit of a battle earlier, as I say.  Still played nicely 

outside of that.  Managed to make a couple putts, but the back nine is obviously where it all 

started to happen so just a matter of staying patient.  I know the back nine gives up a few 

more birdies so it was just a matter of hanging in there.  That top 8 spot was mainly in the 

forefront of my mind so it was really just steadying the ship and trying to make a couple 

birdies on the back nine.  I would have been happy tied for the lead or anywhere around it 

would have been fine in that top 8 but as it turned out, momentum start to swing my way. 

 

Q.  You mentioned it was a slow start.  Really kicked into place after that birdie on the 

ninth.  Was there anything in particular or you just knew it was coming?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Look, this golf course for some reason, a lot of wedges, it really just 

suits my game.  I feel as though I can dial a lot of shots in.  I don't feel I have too many clubs 

where I'm in between clubs or half shots.  Generally my wedges, all my numbers are fairly 

solid.  I don't have really a stuck number so to speak, which you can get sort of with 6-irons 

and 5-irons if you're not quite on.  But everything was pretty solid out there.  The wind was 

tricky, no doubt about it.  A lot of the holes on the back nine were crosswind so that was 

probably the trickiest part of the day.  But Ronnie did a great job, my caddie, calculating 

these wind directions, made a real different in my game. 

 

Q.  Your game couldn't be in much better shape going into tomorrow, could it?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Yeah, look, a lot of birdies.  That's the positive I'm drawing on, my 

putting's pretty sound at the moment.  It's coming along nicely and that's match play is holing 

putts, tee the green, getting up and down, making as many birdies as you can.  And I think 

I've made a few mistakes out here this week and racked up a few bogeys and one double, 
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but outside of that I'm really pleased with the good golf shots that I'm hitting and stringing a 

lot of good holes together. 

 

Q.  We expect to see a few of those 17th hole birdies?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Yeah, I'm going to need it.  I'll take it when I can over the next four 

matches. 
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