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Round 1 Interview:   Brett Rumford     
16 February 2017 
 

 

Q.  Hello, Brett, your love affair with this course continues today?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Yep, it was good.  It was really nice, just a solid 33 front, 33 back, for a 

66, that's pretty much how the round unfolded.  It was nothing -- no stretches of brilliance, 

just a consistent round of golf, controlled the ball pretty much how I wanted it most the day 

and, yeah, I think the golf course is set up that way as well.  It's relatively generous off the 

tee when the wind's not blowing as strong as what it was this morning, but the greens being 

a bit more receptive as well, fairly large greens, quite generous, and they're actually rolling 

very, very well.  So best course to be at today. 

 

Q.  Do you think some guys might get in lower than you maybe?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Yeah, I think so.  I think if you're on, you're on.  You can shoot a 

number at any golf course, but this one in particular, there's a lot of short par 4s and there's 

a lot of opportunities with par 5s as well being reachable, so there's no reason why there's 

not an 8-under out there this afternoon.  I wouldn't say easily but, yeah, it's doable.  Just 

have wait and see. 

 

Q.  If you are leading tonight, that would be pretty nice too?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  It's kind of irrelevant, isn't it, it's top 24.  Top 8 is a priority.  Would be 

nice to have that behind the first round, but match play is a different game.  So it's a different 

game and I think just getting your foot in the door is the number one priority this week 

regardless of how you score. 

 

Q.  Do you feel like there's extra pressure for you this week as you're chasing the 

European Tour card at home?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Not really, I actually feel as though the year has kind of been flipped 

on its head and I don't really feel any pressure whatsoever.  I'm just taking it one tournament 

at a time.  I actually haven't really -- I can't look ahead at all because I'm really not too sure 

which events I'll be getting in.  I know there's a few key events in which being in the winners 

category that I will be focusing all my attention around.  So I'm prepping for China, Irish 

Open, and then the Omega European Masters, I know I'm definite for those so they're 

definitely a priority.  Every week is pretty much a a priority for me at the moment, so I'm 

taking every week, that opportunity to go win a tournament.  So I don't feel pressure to win, 

but my focus is on purely winning every golf tournament I'm trying to get into.  So it's a bit of 

funny psychology a bit.  My week's off, I'm quite relaxed and I'm just prepping for that next 

opportunity to go out and play well. 

 

Q.  What are your thoughts on the final round format here, do you like it?  
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BRETT RUMFORD:  I think it's -- yeah, look, I think it's going to be pretty exciting.  I think it's 

going to be great for the viewing, the spectators.  With all these live TVs running up around 

the golf course, it's going to be -- there's going to be a lot of energy and I think the one thing 

about stroke play is that you're playing against 156 other guys in the field thereabouts and 

you don't really fist pump when you make a birdie on the first hole in a signature hole golf 

tournament.  If you do, then you're made to look a bit of an idiot.  With match play it's a 

different beast.  And you see it every time in the Ryder Cup and Presidents Cup is that it 

brings out more the personality in the individuals when it goes one on one because it's a 

very, very direct opponent you're playing against rather than the field of 156 players.  You're 

actually got that tangibility that you're playing against someone, you're competing against 

him.  And being only six holes you'll see a bit more animation, I think a bit more personality 

and character from every individual out there that we see in the Ryder Cup.  That's just 

crazy between Patrick Reed, which is a shame that he had the injury and had to pull out this 

week, but, yeah, just don't get to see that same passion and character in the individual 

players playing in stroke play.  With match play it does.  So I think for viewing it's going to be 

exciting, it's going to be quick, fast and also as well you'll see a bit more animation as well.  

So I think it's going to be a good thing. 

 

Q.  Have you been preparing some celebrations?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Oh, absolutely. 

 

Q.  Do you do the Dab?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Yeah, look, the spontaneity of it all, every situation is going to be 

different and every fist pump is going to be quite specific to a match of where it's at and the 

dynamics of the pressure and the situation, so yeah, it's going to be pretty cool. 

 

Q.  When is the last time you played match play?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  World Match Play 2014, I think. 

 

Q.  (Inaudible.)  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  It's so hit and miss, you know.  36 holes generally brings out the better 

player over the day.  18 holes, it's a bit of a, you know, hit and miss.  If you get off to a slow 

start or player gets off to a fast start, 18 holes you're in the back foot so it doesn't really 

indicate who played the best, just who gets off to that fast run over the first few holes.  Six 

holes, even more so.  So it's really going to be -- and again every match is different.  I can't 

it's not going to be the same with every, but if you get off to a fast start with six holes you 

close out before the second to last hole.  So you don't want to be walking to the first tee 

looking sleepy. 

 

Q.  Were you girls watching you today?  
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BRETT RUMFORD:  No, they're at school hopefully. 

 

Q.  Didn't get the day off?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  Over the the weekend, all things going well, they can come out here, 

so that will be pretty cool. 

 

Q.  How old are they now, Brett?  

 

BRETT RUMFORD:  They're five going on six -- teen. 

 

Q.  Thanks, Brett. 
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