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Round 3 Interview:    LOUIS OOSTHUIZEN    
18 February 2018 
 

 

Q.  Well, Louis, different game tomorrow, match play.  You're very good at match play, 

Presidents Cup and other match play tournaments.  You must be very confident at 

this stage?  

 

LOUIS OOSTHUIZEN:  Yeah, match play is a different ball game.  Your opponent can start 

really fast off and you can be in trouble.  So it's all on how your opponent is also going to 

play.  So it will be a bit of a different mindset starting out tomorrow.  I think from the first hole 

it will be like playing the last hole of a tournament.  You need to focus pretty hard to get off to 

a quick start because it's only six holes, but it should be fun, should be fun to see how it 

plays out. 

 

Q.  Have you ever played match play just over only six holes or has it always been 

over the traditional 18?   

 

LOUIS OOSTHUIZEN:  Yeah, 18 traditional, yeah. 

 

Q.  How aggressive do you think you need to be?  

 

LOUIS OOSTHUIZEN:  Well, I think everyone's going to be quite aggressive tomorrow and 

going at pins, but, you know, match play is funny because your opponent can go to the pin 

and he can get it in a horrible spot and you're thinking he's going to struggle making par, and 

then all the sudden you change the way you're playing that hole.  So it's all going to be one 

on one with your opponent and not so much playing the golf course. 

 

Q.  Over the six holes, you got a good look at them over the last three days?  

 

LOUIS OOSTHUIZEN:  Yeah, it's good holes.  I think they could have picked any six holes, 

but I think it's going to be exciting having 11 and 12 as your -- as two of the last three holes 

and 18 is always a tough hole so should be good. 

 

Q.  When you play with just friends picking up games of match play tournament 

practicing for a tournament, what sort of stake do you put on, a few beers or --  

 

LOUIS OOSTHUIZEN:  No, no, I get too nervous when I do that.  No, our normal game is 

just 20 bucks, play for 20 bucks, and just fun match play game.  It's more about the pride of 

winning than it is anything else, but, yeah, it's just always good fun playing with your mates 

and sometimes I think I get more nervous playing them than playing a tournament. 

 

Q.  What's the key to the mental battle there when you're one on one with someone 

else?  
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LOUIS OOSTHUIZEN:  You know, just keep in play.  I think the key is to, you know, keep it 

on the fairway off the tee and try and put your opponent under pressure the whole time.  And 

again, it's difficult and only six holes.  18 holes you can sort of work out a plan to do it, but 

six holes is tough.  So I think everyone's pretty excited and nervous about how it could play 

out. 

 

Q.  You mentioned you seem to be more nervous playing with friends.  How do you 

think it will be tomorrow when it's just the six-hole format?  

 

LOUIS OOSTHUIZEN:  I don't think I'll be nervous, but, you know, I think it's more just 

seeing how everything's going to play out and knowing that it can be a very quick Sunday or 

it can be a long day. 

 

Q.  Is there anyone that you are not really looking forward to playing in the match 

play, anyone that you want to avoid?  

 

LOUIS OOSTHUIZEN:  No, I'll play whoever I have to play. 
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