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Round 2 Interview:    CURTIS LUCK   
February 17, 2017 February 2017 
 

 

Q.  Curtis, at 3-under today, you must be pleased with the way that you performed out 

there to ensure your safety into the weekend?  

 

CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, it was a lot better today than what it was yesterday, that's for sure.  

So lots of positives heading into the weekend and hopefully I can just take advantage of a 

few more good golf shots tomorrow and I guess put a low number on the board and try and 

make that 24. 

 

Q.  I think a lot of happy people that you're going to be here in the action tomorrow?  

 

CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, I'm really interested to see the turnout tomorrow.  Hopefully it's 

something good, but, yeah, either way I'll just do my own thing and hopefully I'll come out 

with a good result. 

 

Q.  Now really focused on another low number tomorrow to make the 24?  

 

CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, I think the scores are quite low this week so I think probably 5-under 

might just sneak you in the bottom end of the 24, but, yeah, we'll just do what I've been 

doing and hopefully I'll post a number that's required. 

 

Q.  This is where it becomes quite unique in the sense that you do have to make that 

24.  How do you approach your next round?  

 

CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, I think our strategy is pretty good for what I need to do tomorrow.  

But, yeah, we might have a look, me and my caddie, Michael Montgomery, might have a 

look into maybe being a little bit more aggressive off a couple of the tees or into a couple of 

the pins tomorrow.  So, yeah, that's something we'll figure out once we see the pins 

tomorrow and know where they are, but yeah, definitely it adds a little bit of pressure on 

posting a nice low score tomorrow. 

 

Q.  So given the position you're in, probably might need to take a few more risks than 

other people?  

 

CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, probably, but, yeah, you never know.  If it's tough conditions out 

there tomorrow, you know, like a couple under might be good enough, we'll just see. 

 

Q.  Does it take the pressure off in the sense that it's the guys right at the top who 

might feel more pressure, whereas you might be a bit freer --  

 

CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, I guess.  But the course is playing pretty easy because it's soft.  So I 

don't think there are too many guys out there worried about posting big numbers, but, yeah, 
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you never know, you never know. 

 

Q.  Do you like playing with that support, that obvious support around you like Ryan 

Fox has got a fan club, probably weren't too many Ryan fox fans beside you?  

 

CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, I love playing because mostly they're all people I know, so it's 

awesome to, yeah, see familiar faces and I can just really enjoy it and laugh it up.  It's great 

to have some support out there. 

 

Q.  Can you give us an example of a tee where you might take a different club?  Is 

there a point where you took an iron rather than a wood or anything like that?  

 

CURTIS LUCK:  I know usually in this event in the past, in the Perth International they've 

pushed the tee forward on 14, which could mean that you can now drive the green.  So 

that's a good example of one where you can actually pop one on and take advantage of a 

good tee shot.  But, yeah, there are a few tee shots probably on the front nine where you 

might want to go after a few more -- maybe not change the club, but just take a slightly 

tighter line. 

 

Q.  What's your overriding feeling, relief that you've done what you thought you could 

have done yesterday perhaps?  

 

CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, it was, as I said, it was rough yesterday so it's good to get some 

good ball striking under way today finally and hopefully will be a little bit better tomorrow and 

as I said just take advantage of a few more putts.  I left a couple out there today, but that's 

golf.  That happens. 

 

Q.  Do you feel that you know this course so well you can tear it up and do what you 

need to do?  

 

CURTIS LUCK:  Yep, I'm feeling pretty confident.  Good ball striking at the end of the day 

will do the job. 

 

Q.  Curtis, you played one of the great match play shots in the semifinal of the U.S. 

Amateur with that shot out of the trap which fed down the hill for a birdie.  What sort 

of -- if you get to a match play situation, what sort of confidence do you think your 

recent history in match play gives you and your knowledge around here?  

 

CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, I've always loved match play, so it's a game that I think they don't 

play enough, but it is a hard format to host events with so I can understand why they don't.  

But, yeah, it's so exciting and as everyone knows, you know, if you make a mistake it's just 

one hole.  Whereas in stroke play there's the added pressure of compounding mistake after 

mistake and putting a big number out there.  So I love match play and I'm pretty excited to 

try to get in there for Sunday. 
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Q.  When you were a junior member here, were you playing one dollar match play or 

anything with your mates or can of Coke or what did you play for? 

 

CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, my good friend Kieran Day was a member here so we used to play 

nine holes probably four times a week out here and play for two bucks, five bucks, whatever, 

and we probably ended up pretty level after the end of it.  But it was always a good way to 

keep things fun. 

 

Q.  Not enough money to retire on?  

 

CURTIS LUCK:  No, definitely not, definitely not. 

 

Q.  Curtis, you're the only amateur in the field and obviously as an Australian amateur 

you play a lot of match play kind of golf.  If you do make the 24, do you feel like that 

gives you an edge over the pros that you play it a lot and they really don't?  

 

CURTIS LUCK:  Potentially.  Yeah, I've been fortunate over the last three years to play 

multiple match play events, probably three to four a year.  So, yeah, I guess I'm still fresh in 

the match play game, but at the end of the day it doesn't really matter.  Good golf is always 

going to win the match. 

 

Q.  Do you have any little sneaky match play tactics to I guess try and psych out your 

competitors?  

 

CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, but I'm not going to tell you those because they wouldn't be sneaky, 

would they?  

 

Q.  Well, you didn't concede (inaudible) at the time of the U.S. Amateur?  

 

CURTIS LUCK:  No, got to mix it up a bit. 
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