
1 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

Round 2 Interview:    STEPHEN AMES  ( -9)      
February 11, 2017 
 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Thank you, Stephen.  Great round for your second round today.  Why 

don't we get started with the most obvious question, your hole-in-one.  Walk us through that 

shot. 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  14, right?  

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Yes. 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  Yeah, it's probably the toughest pin on the hole, back left.  It goes just 

over the rise, it goes all the way down.  So I landed it, 5-iron, perfectly on top the hill and 

then after that you can't see the bottom of the flag.  I just heard the reaction, so I realized I'd 

made the hole-in-one, which is nice.  That was a good golf shot, started in the middle of the 

green and just drew it in there.  I was happy with that.  Nice to have a hole-in-one. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  With the hole location as difficult as it was back left, were you going for 

the flag?  

 

STEPHEN AMES:  Well, middle of the green.  If it turned over it, would have been perfect 

like it ended up being, and if it didn't turn over, it was still to go to be in the middle of the 

green.  So it ended up being a well-executed golf shot, the way I pictured it, and it ended up 

being obviously really perfect by going in the hole. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  And yesterday you started off kind of rough, 3 over through eight 

holes, but you rebounded, 12 over since you went off to 3 under -- 3 over through eight 

holes.  What changed?  

 

STEPHEN AMES:  I think the fact I'm just starting to play golf again.  We've had three 

months off.  Is it three months?  Almost three months.  I live in Canada, it's not conducive to 

playing golf.  I did play a few rounds in Hawaii, but it wasn't my typical.  And of course you've 

got three months getting back into competition, so kind of felt a little out of whack that way 

and then I'm just realizing just need to take it easy, relax, which is nice.  

 

Q.  Have you had a hole-in-one? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  That's my first on both tours, PGA and Champions Tour. 

 

Q.  How about overall? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  It's my 11th, yeah.  I had a lot as a junior. 

 

Q.  Talk about your experience at Lynn.  You went to college here in town? 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


2 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  Yeah, I was 16 and 19 years old.  Yeah, I had a good time.  I remember 

these days.  Every time I come back here, oh, yeah, I used to go here, I used to go there.  

Typical college days.  It was fun, yeah.  A lot of the guys that I played on the golf team with I 

still keep in touch with so I see them quite often during the year and we always hook up, 

which is nice. 

 

Q.  Did you play here when you were -- 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  I played two years.  That was it, yeah. 

 

Q.  Two years.  Did you ever play the Old Course, play somewhere else? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  No, we played somewhere else.  I can't remember the name of the golf 

course we played, but it was 25 minutes, 20 minutes west of here on Glades Road if I'm not 

mistaken, off of Glades Road. 

 

Q.  Was it Osprey, way out in the Glades? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  No, I don't think so.  I can't remember, yeah.  That seems like a long 

way, yeah.  I can't remember off the top of my head. 

 

Q.  Any Lynn fans out here? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  I don't think so, no. 

 

Q.  Going through your record on the Champions Tour, it looks like 65 was your 

previous best round.  Is this the best you played in your time on the Champions Tour, 

today? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  I've played better but I haven't scored as well as I have today.  I think 

overall are -- obviously it's nice to be playing, yes.  That's the first thing.  The last couple 

years it's been difficult to have a head space that's been clear, so some of that's been 

settling for me in my life and it's nice to come out and play and play some more, which is 

obviously what I'm trying to achieve.  But at this stage right now I'm happy to be here playing 

golf especially with the weather this week.  I remember last year how cold it was.  On top of 

that, I had a cold so it was not fun last year.  So the golf course is in great condition, the 

weather's fantastic.  We're just having a lot of fun, which is -- I'm entertaining all the crowds 

down here, which is nice. 

 

Q.  You live in Calgary? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  I live in Vancouver now. 

 

Q.  Why don't you spend more time in a sunny clime during those winter months? 
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STEPHEN AMES:  We won't get into that conversation.  We'll leave it at that. 

 

Q.  Besides the hole-in-one, any great shots today? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  I think I had four shots that were inside of a foot, yeah, as well.  Two par 

5s hit in two, so it was pretty steady.  I didn't make a lot of bombs.  I hit it really close several 

times, but I missed a lot of putts that were under 10 feet for birdie as well, so it could have 

been lower.  But then again, we're always going to look at those, aren't we?  Never look at 

the positives.  It was a great day, loved it. 

 

Q.  Stephen, your assessment of quality of your play out here and how it's so 

difficult? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  Yeah, it's a little obvious.  Look at the players that we're playing against.  

The background of what they've achieved in their past.  The only difference in this tour and 

the regular tour is that the regular tour guys probably got us by 30 off the tee, but we all hit 

as straight as some of them do.  Not all, but I think overall, you know, I think the quality of 

play is going to be the same, just take the 30 yards off in that respect, off the tee.  Some of 

the -- like the 18th here, that's a par 4 on the regular tour now.  530?  That's a par -- I mean, 

I hit 7-iron both days in here.  Imagine what they're hitting off into there.  As an example, 

Dustin Johnson was flying it 325 in here.  That's a big difference, massive difference.  It's 

tough to compete with that.  Out here it's the guy who's making the most putts, which is nice, 

so it's a fairer game in that respect. 

 

Q.  What are you trying to do and expect to do tomorrow? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  Nothing.  Go out and have fun.  That's all I want to do, go out and have 

fun, work on my tan.  I'll be quite happy.  It's the first of the year, I have no expectations.  I'm 

going to go out, play golf, try and control my emotions and have fun with it.  That's all I'm 

going to do. 

 

Q.  Did you play in Hawaii? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  No. 

 

Q.  So this is your first? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  This is your first. 

 

Q.  When was your last? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  October, so what was the first one before Charles Schwab?  Richmond, 

yeah, Richmond was my last.  So it's been a long time, yeah.  It's three months, yeah, so I'm 

just starting. 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


4 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 

Q.  On that subject, how difficult is it not to try?  In other words, not to worry about 

the consequences, just go out and play, because you are a professional athlete, the 

bottom line is getting it done. 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  So emotionally and mentally, how difficult is it to do? 

 

STEPHEN AMES:  Depends on what you focus on.  You're focusing on results or you're 

focusing on enjoying the day, that's the difference I think.  For me it is.  For everybody else 

it's probably different.  I don't want to put a lot of pressure on myself.  I don't need to put 

pressure on myself.  I'm established.  I'm having fun, that's all I want to do.  Play golf 

because what it is for, to have fun, it's a game. 
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