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Round 2 Interview:   JUSTIN THOMAS       
March 3, 2017 
 

 

 

Q.  You played pretty well today.  You have to be pleased.  

 

JUSTIN THOMAS:  I did.  I really got some really, really good work in on the range when I 

finished yesterday.  It was really -- I've never been so disgusted in my life looking at my 

swing as I was when I finished my round yesterday.  Really put in some good work and I felt 

great over the ball today and I really hit it beautifully.  I mean, to play the par 5s 1 over and 

to shoot what I did, I don't know how to look at it but I'm definitely happy that I played well. 

 

Q.  So you worked out the swing issues, so going into the weekend you must have a 

lot of confidence? 

 

JUSTIN THOMAS:  Absolutely.  To know that, I mean to bogey 15 and 16 is just absolutely 

terrible today.  I mean 16 is probably the easiest pin that I've ever played in competition in 

my life and 15's probably the easiest hole, so I'm losing three shots at least to the field there.  

So to only be two back with that is huge.   

 

Q.  These greens are complicated, I think that'd be a good way to describe them, but 

you seemingly have them figured out, would that be fair? 

 

JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, I rolled it well the last couple days.  I definitely, like on 16 there I 

hit a good putt.  When that ball bounces there's nothing you can do about it.  It's poa annua, 

they get soft in the afternoon, they're going to get bumpy but they're bumpy for everybody.  

So I just tried to keep a positive mindset toward them and just try to hit as many greens as I 

can. 

 

Q.  Long season, you've already won three times and you had a couple weeks where 

it maybe wasn't the best you've ever had, but --   

 

JUSTIN THOMAS:  Definitely. 

 

Q.  -- now it's back.  Do you feel like that, it's back? 

 

JUSTIN THOMAS:  It's just two rounds into it.  There's no reason to look at anything and 

say that I'm back or anything.  I played fine in Phoenix and in L.A., and Honda I just had 

nothing going for me.  Every putt was lipping out, the balls were bouncing in the bunker and I 

just, the things that were going my way weren't going my way.  But I feel like I'm really 

swinging it how I was or I'm getting closer to it so if I can just keep that up then I'll be very 

confident going into the weekend.  

 

Q.  (No microphone.) 
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JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, it was different.  I mean, on 15 and 16 was about two as bad 

bogeys as you can make, but yeah, to finish with 17 and 18 with birdies was huge. 

 

Q.  When you play a golf course at altitude like this, can you compare it to anything 

you've played in the past?  

 

JUSTIN THOMAS:  Just when I've been at altitude other places.  On the Web.com this is 

very similar to when I played the Web event in Mexico and Colombia.  So we have a great, 

great guide and I feel like a great system to our yardages.  When I'm hitting my shots, I feel 

like we hit about pin high every time so that definitely gives me a lot of confidence. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.) 

 

JUSTIN THOMAS:  It's just a percentage.  I'm playing about 12 and a half, give or take.  If I 

hit it harder, it's a little bit 13 percent.  If I don't hit it as hard, maybe a little less.  But 

everyone's so different.  Rickie's playing 10 I think he said, but I launch it higher than him.   

 

That's like on 2 I know it's about 350 to the front, but if I hit a drive up in the air I can carry it 

to the green if there's no wind just because if I can hit it hard and up in the air, it's probably 

going to be 15, 16, 17 percent with a long club like that.  I don't know if some of the 

tournaments in the past is helping me, but I feel like we've got it down pretty good. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, I'm very comfortable.  I'm finally, I swung a lot better today.  I 

swung it terribly yesterday.  It was far and away the most disgusted I've ever been with my 

golf swing.  I sent it to my dad and I told him I wanted to throw up after watching the video, it 

was so bad.   

 

But it was the most productive work I've ever gotten in after a round and I feel like I have the 

thoughts I need to do.  Although I definitely had some shots I'd like to have back out there, I 

hit a lot more quality shots and I feel comfortable if I could just keep swinging it well or 

better. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, yeah, I took some video yesterday.  I took a bunch just because it 

was so bad the first couple times that I had to try to change it a lot and it would just slowly 

get better.  Then I kind of found something, it was a little drill I used in Malaysia when I was 

hitting it well there.  It happens to be the same exact thing.  So I sent that to dad.  I sent him 

the bad one and the good one and he definitely liked the good one a little bit more. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  
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JUSTIN THOMAS:  Probably 30, 40 minutes.  Usually if I do anything it will be just 10, 15 

minutes, just do something pretty quick, but I feel bad for anybody that was watching me hit 

balls for the first 20 minutes. 
  

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour

