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Final Round Interview:     DUSTIN JOHNSON     
March 5, 2017 

 

Q.  Dustin Johnson, getting it done today here in Mexico.  I want to go to competition 

and move to the back nine.  You grab the lead, you went bogey-bogey on 12 and 13 

and your solo lead was gone.  Did you have to kind of capture yourself to press 

forward and ultimately win this championship? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I mean it was -- obviously I didn't really hit -- I didn't really do 

anything wrong on 12 and 13 to make the bogeys.  Hit good putts, they just didn't go in the 

hole.  Then on 13 -- I three-putted 12, and then 13 I hit a really good shot right at the flag.  

The wind kind of knocked it out of the air and it caught the bunker there at the front, which is 

a really tough up and-down-from that far away.   

 

But yeah, obviously I knew standing on -- after on 14 Jon made birdie, I could see he made 

birdie in front of us so I knew I was tied, and then I knew I was going to have to play really 

well coming down the stretch if I wanted to win.  You know, made a great up-and-down on 

15 for birdie.  I saw he made birdie there.   

 

And then 16, 16, tough flag back there.  Made a great two-putt there from the front of the 

green.  And 17 I thought I hit it in the leather and it went in the back fringe.   

 

Probably the best shot I hit all week was on 18.  I thought I hit a good tee ball and it just 

turned over a little bit, the wind was a little off the right.  Hit it in the bunker there and I was 

kind of standing in the bunker.  Had 127, which out here we were playing like a 115 shot, 

which is kind of a chippy sand wedge out of the sand trap.  It's not the best place to be, but 

that was the best shot I hit all week was that second shot on 18. 

 

Q.  DJ, this is not a big track here.  You have to use a lot of strategy, there's 6,000 

trees out here of various heights, you've got to put the ball in play, greens are tricky.  

All that being said, I know you're proud of all your 14 PGA Tour victories, but do you 

take a little more pride coming here and winning using your whole bag and your 

mind? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, even the first time I played the course I liked it.  I hit 2-iron on a 

lot of holes, 2-, 3- and 4-irons off a lot of tees here, but the ball here goes so far, so it's, you 

know, the key here is hitting in the fairway.  It doesn't really matter what you have in.  As 

long as you have less than 200 yards, you still have a short iron in your hand.  That's the 

key.  And you've got to be in the right side of the fairway, too, because there's a lot of 

doglegs and if you hit it too far or if you're in the left side or right side of the fairway, 

sometimes you're kind of blocked out, so it's all about placement.  And then obviously being 

at altitude is really about controlling your ball because these greens are very difficult and you 

don't want to leave yourself downhill putts all day. 

 

Q.  Final thing, your very first start as the World's No. 1 player and you win.  What 
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does that validation as the world's greatest player right now mean to you?  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, it means a lot.  Obviously getting to No. 1, it's the first time I've 

been there, so my first week playing as No. 1, there's obviously a little bit extra pressure, a 

lot of limelight on me.  So to come out and win, it means a lot.  I'm very proud of the way I 

played this week and obviously getting this victory, it means a ton. 
  

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour

