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Round 3 Interview:   JORDAN SPIETH       
March 4, 2017 
 

 

 

Q.  Completely different than the first couple of days for you.  What do you think 

changed? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I didn't hit any foul balls.  I hit a couple foul balls the first two days and a 

couple out-of-bounds balls, a couple unplayables.  Hit it a little straighter today and then 

really just stayed aggressive.  I think the more rounds you play out here, the more you can 

kind of get dialed into trusting your numbers in this altitude.  We hit quite a few shots really 

close to the hole today and I didn't have to work too much with the putter to get to 63.  

Obviously a chip-in helped, a couple yesterday.  But yeah, very pleased to what I think have 

a chance.  If we did it today, we can do it tomorrow, so why not? 

 

Q.  Speaking of those hole-outs, let's go back to yesterday.  Here you are with your 

third shot at 15, what did you see there? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Well, you've just kind of got a little bunker shot out of the rough there 

and it's just got to land on.  It wasn't too hard of a shot, it's a little valley down there.  For it to 

go in obviously requires a bit of luck, but it landed where it needed to. 

 

Q.  How much homework went into the next one we're about to show you, the third 

shot at 16? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  This is one of those you kind of practice in the practice round or mess 

around with or you're goofing off with friends.  I've tried it many times in different tournament 

rounds and normally it backfires, but this one was so cool to watch, to be able to walk over 

and see the ball track in.  I told Michael it's probably the coolest shot I ever hit on the PGA 

Tour.  Got it right to the spot and it went right down.  

 

Q.  This is today. 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, 3-wood right over the green on 1, left a pretty good lie and a 

pretty simple little pitch to get close.  Once again, for it to go in, got to get the right break.  

That was nice, it got me to 6 under through 10 and really took that round to another level 

trying to move up the board into the top-10 and really have a chance to do something crazy 

tomorrow and possibly have chance to win this thing. 

 

Q.  You talked about those foul balls, you had a couple of 7s yesterday.  How do you 

erase that from your memory, get back on the horse and get yourself back into the 

position you're in right now? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I would say experience.  I've had plenty of 7s in my career out here, 
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unfortunately, and it won't be the last time in happens.  I think I did a pretty good job 

rebounding.  The second one I made on No. 1 yesterday, my 10th hole, stayed with me for a 

couple holes unfortunately.  Once you make your second 7 in a round, it's hard to stay 

patient.  Ended up kind of grinding out yesterday's round and kind of last night got a little 

extra sleep, came out here saying, you know, I can take advantage of this golf course, I 

know I can.  I've got enough wedge opportunities and I've been putting pretty well on poa 

annua this year so it was almost just a matter of time in my opinion.  I felt like it was close.  

I've been working on a few things in my swing.  It's been a little off and today I just trusted it.  

I didn't think too much about my swing, I just eyed the pin and just took it back and worked 

ball flights.  

 

Q.  Jordan, a nine-shot swing in 24 hours.  Better health, better swing, better putting, 

all of the above?  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, drove the ball better today.  What I mean by that is my misses 

weren't far off.  I hit more fairways and that's really just what it comes down to out here.  It's 

controlling the ball off the tee.  I played aggressive and hit the fairways, and from there you 

hit a lot of wedges and fortunately got a few of those close, got a chip-in for an eagle and it 

kind of coasted to 8 under.  I felt a little better with the putter today.  I've been working out a 

few kinks out here where in my ball position with my putter, just got a little smoother roll on 

the poa annua today than it had.  But ultimately yeah, I think off the tee was the big 

difference. 

 

Q.  Eight of 14 fairways resulting in 16 greens.  Quite honestly, I kept my distance 

from you after your first hole, after you played No. 1 on Friday.  How long did it take 

you to flush that out of the memory banks? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Well, I made a big mistake after that in taking driver on No. 2 and it cost 

me another shot, I made a bogey, and I could have hit 5-iron, gap wedge or pitching wedge 

and had a pretty good look at birdie.  I was just frustrated and took out a driver to just try and 

mash it up there close and kind of thought I was out of the tournament at that point.   

 

That was -- after my first 7 of the day, I was like, you know what, okay, we can bounce back, 

I can make six birdies on this golf course in a round and still shoot 4 under, which was my 

goal in yesterday's round.  After the second one, unfortunately I wasn't -- I didn't have the 

same patience level and it cost me another shot, but I would say by maybe the fourth or fifth 

hole, I hit a good drive on 4, it kind of got me back in a little rhythm. 

 

Q.  I was watching you today as you walked up to 7 green.  Took a long look at that 

leaderboard, still in the tournament and you still have designs on winning this thing? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I thought someone might be at 12 or 13 under by now, but at the 

same time it's tough to make birdies.  These pins, they're tricky.  They've done a great job 

with the hole locations being on little knobs one way when the break's going the other way.  

You get a lot of double breakers out here.  So maybe if the lead's at, I don't know, say 12 
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going into tomorrow, five shots back on a course like this is very doable.  Some courses 

that's probably too far behind, but out here where it's very difficult to probably protect a lead, 

you know, if I can go out and obviously do the same thing as today or close to it, we'll have a 

chance.  

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  No, I don't think so.  I was still kind of searching this morning for it, too.  

Just went out and just swung.  Didn't think too much about my swing.  With the driver, long 

irons, I've got a bit of a move I need to do to get it in the right position, but the rest of the 

clubs I was just get the face open because I've had a little bit of a shut face, roll the face 

open and swing and just commit to it.   

 

I've watched -- this morning I woke up and I watched a couple videos.  I kind of went back 

and I wanted to see videos of myself when I thought I was swinging it well.  I just kind of 

went to YouTube and I was kind of looking at highlights of a couple tournaments where I 

knew I was swinging it well just to see kind of the commitment in the swing and where it was 

and how I could possibly compare.  Did a pretty good job of it today of just committing 

through the swing.  I thought it was slightly improved, but the biggest improvement today 

was I played really aggressive off the tee and I hit the ball straight, and when you do that on 

this course you can take advantage. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I think every day you learn a bit more and you get a little more 

comfortable with the altitude and committing to certain shots.  You've got more numbers to 

fall back on from previous rounds where you can say, hey, what did we have on No. 7 on 

Thursday, and we know what the wind was and what it was playing.  So it's easier to commit 

to shots the more rounds you play and I think it served well today. 

 

Q.  (Question about course record.)  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I think -- that's really cool, something that's always nice to hold at a golf 

course is a course record.  You know, it is what it is.  Tomorrow if I can beat the course 

record, then we would have a good chance to win.  Yeah, it's a great feeling.  I like -- I keep 

track to a certain extent of how many I hold.  I don't know if anyone's come in and beaten 

them in places, but it's nice to have the low round of the week at a golf course. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Five shots, four or five in my opinion that I believe we could come back 

from because I believe we could shoot what we did today, and therefore give some leeway 

for a few under from the leader.  

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  
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JORDAN SPIETH:  Compared to where?  Yeah, it's been the best start in my career, two a 

year.  I don't think L.A. told the right tale.  We were third in our draw and so there wasn't 

much we could do being on -- I mean, it was going to be difficult to make it up on the bad 

end of the draw there and I was a bit off in my swing.  So I'm trying to work a little back from 

L.A. and it's getting there.  It's maybe halfway back to full control, which is what I kind of felt 

at Pebble.  I just got off in that Pebble/L.A. time in just the crazy conditions we had.  So it's 

about halfway back to being that level that it was at Pebble.  

 

Q.  You mentioned YouTube, is that something you do --  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  No, I couldn't tell you any time I've ever searched myself on YouTube, 

but I clicked on it and I was just looking.  I think I pulled up 2015 Bridgestone for some 

reason and just saw a couple swings there on the way here.  That was decent ball striking.  

Bridgestone, PGA there and The Open Championship in '15, that was about as solid as I've 

struck the ball and committed to both ball flights in a while.  This year it's been the same, 

too, but I kind of wanted to fall back on there for a commitment level, just seeing getting 

through the ball, not kind of holding on at the ball and took a little out of it. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, no, I'm probably good now.  I just wanted to peek at it.  I saw it for 

a minute and a half.  I'll go to the range now.  I'm still not totally confident in the swing.  I 

should say I'm always kind of working a bit on it to get it to where I can feel as comfortable 

as possible.  So I'll probably go do a little bit of work this afternoon, but no more video 

watching. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  It's hard to say after an 8-under round that I felt like my putting still isn't 

where it should be, but I had a chip-in, I had four or five other birdies that were inside of six 

feet.  So from that really I want to say five- to 12-foot range I haven't been very solid this 

week.  I'm working on it.  Made a little adjustment in ball position and weight after yesterday, 

yesterday evening, and it helped today.  I felt like I got better strikes on the ball.  Yeah, I'll 

continue to work on it, too. 
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