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Round 3 Interview:   PHIL MICKELSON       
March 4, 2017 
 

 

 

Q.  Really an incredible day with some amazing up-and-downs.  I know you have to be 

just absolutely exhausted.  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I'm a little disappointed because I know that I have been playing so 

well coming into this week and I've been striking the ball very well and I've been driving the 

ball very well, and to come out today and totally lose it and just lose the sense of it is very 

disappointing.  I fought hard to stay in it.  I know that it's not far away and hopefully I'll get it 

turned around for tomorrow, that's the game plan.  But to come out in the last group in front 

of so many people and want to show everybody how much work I've been putting in, how 

well I've been playing and then to come out and play like that was very disappointing. 

 

Q.  But you have an opportunity tomorrow to win this thing if you put it together? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Sure, and I showed a lot of heart today.  There's a lot of positives that 

come from it for sure and I know that it's not far off.  Andrew's here.  I'll go get it worked on 

probably in the morning, I'm a little tired right now.  But I've been hitting it well all week and 

to just lose it there for a nine-hole stretch was disappointing.  

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, honestly, it was a disappointing round for me because I haven't 

played the way I would like to the last three years and I put a lot of work into it the last year 

and a half that had some good performances last year.  Came out this year playing pretty 

good and I entered this week, I was playing well, I was driving the ball well and I had an 

opportunity today to show by being in the last group all the hard work that I've put into it and 

how my game has really come around, and then I had a complete meltdown and lost all 

focus of my game for a nine-hole stretch there. 

 

Certainly there were positives.  I know it's not far away.  Andrew's here, I'll get it worked out.  

And I fought hard, showed a lot of heart trying to just stay in it and it could be a lot worse.  

But I really wanted to show how well I've been playing, the hard work I've been putting into it 

and that my game has come around and then to play like I did today was very disappointing. 

 

Q.  Is it possible to try too hard? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  It's very possible.  I think that, you know, it's a lot closer.  Even though I 

totally lost it, I don't feel like it's a big fix.  But to play as well as I have all week long, even 

the West Coast I started to play well.  I could really sense my game came together last week 

in the week off.  Excited to come down here and play.  Played well the first two days and 

then to do what I did today was disappointing. 
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But again, the good news is, Andrew's here, I'm only two back.  See if I can get it worked out 

for tomorrow and take the positives.  But I've hit shots like this for the last few years and I 

thought I finally put it away, put it in the past, and then to do that today was disappointing. 

 

Q.  How's Bones? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  He was good, Bones was good today.  Yeah, it seemed to be only a 

24-hour thing. 

 

Q.  Phil, you don't sound like a guy who shot 68.  You did rally to get a score under 

par. 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, but the difference, Bob, is that I've shot numbers like this hitting 

shots like that and salvaging strokes and so forth, but I've been playing better than that.  I've 

been driving the ball better than that.  That looks like the way I've hit it the last three years, 

all over the place and saving shots.  I haven't been doing that this year.  I haven't done it the 

first two rounds, per se.  I wanted to come out here and strike the ball the way I've been 

striking it, and then to hit it the way I did was disappointing. 

 

Q.  Only two shots back, Phil, but it sounds like you're not all that happy despite 

shooting 68? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, Bob, it's more than just the number.  I came out here today -- all 

week I've been really striking the ball well, playing well, driving the ball well, driving it 

straight, hitting my iron shots, putting well.  Then to have an opportunity in the final group to 

show everybody how much effort, hard work I've been putting into my game, how it's really 

been coming around and then to play the way I did, hit some of the shots that I did on 10, 

11, 12, it's very disappointing because I thought I put that stuff behind me.   

 

I know it's not far away.  I know that with Andrew here we'll go get it worked out, it's not a 

hard fix, but for nine holes I completely lost it and it was very disappointing. 

 

Q.  How did you get it back?  You did have three straight birdies there coming in.  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, just showed a little bit of heart, I guess.  I just fought through it 

and was able to make some putts and you've just got to fight through it.  But it wasn't 

representative of how I've been playing.  It's how I've been playing the last three years, not 

the way I've been playing the last little bit. 
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