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Round 3 Interview:   DUSTIN JOHNSON        
March 4, 2017 
 

 

 

Q.  Did you think you were going to be in a position like this after we talked after 

Thursday's first round? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, I knew I was playing really well, so it wasn't -- you know, I hit the 

ball great on Thursday, I just didn't make any putts.  Yesterday I played really solid, today I 

played really solid.  You know, I still -- obviously everyone's struggling a little bit on the 

greens but I feel like I'm hitting the ball really good.  I'm rolling it good, too.  I made a few 

putts to start the round early I think.  I think I made more feet of putts on the first three holes 

than I did in all three rounds combined.  Yeah, no, I hit a great shot there on 1. 

 

Q.  Now you have the eagle putt.  What did you see here? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, I got to watch two balls roll down there.  I just had it outside right 

and just kind of tapped it and it went right in the middle. 

 

Q.  We're going to go all the way to the 16th hole where some craziness was going on 

with your second shot.  What did you see from your vantage point? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, I kind of hit it a little thin so I just didn't get it up high enough, and 

I heard it clipped a tree but I figured it was just going to be either in the bunker or just short 

of the bunker there.  Obviously then we couldn't find it. 

 

Q.  Then you see someone actually say that your ball did land, but you had already hit 

your fourth shot.  So what were you thinking standing over this bogey putt? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Oh, I was just laughing.  You know, if it's not the greens, it's 

something else that's going against me right now.  But I'm playing really well.  I'm really 

confident in the game.  I feel like I've got a lot of control of the golf ball right now.  I've just 

got to keep giving myself looks I'm in a really good spot and we'll go out and see what we 

can shoot tomorrow. 

 

Q.  DJ, what a great start you had, eagle at the first, birdie at the second and a 30-foot 

par putt at the third.  Did that give you some confidence on the greens the rest of the 

day? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I felt like I rolled the ball really well.  Didn't hit any bad putts.  

Even on I think 4 I missed a four-footer.  I mean I hit a good putt, it just went the wrong way.  

Missed on 11, had another four-footer for birdie.  Played it inside left, it breaks left and 

misses.  Then missed two short ones on 17 and 18.  I'm hitting the ball really well, driving it 

well.  Everything right now feels really great.  You know, I'm trying really hard on the greens, 
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it's just really hard to get a good read on them.  They're tough, they've got a lot of little subtle 

breaks. 

 

Q.  What a bizarre 16th hole as well, to lose a ball in the trees. 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah.  I mean I didn't hit a great second shot.  It was fine, I just caught 

it a hair thin so it came out a little bit low.  And I heard it clipped the tree but I thought it was 

to go to be up there in the bunker or just short of the bunker or something.  Obviously we 

didn't find it.  I go back and hit my fourth shot and as I'm walking up to the green, the ball fell 

out of the tree.  So it happens.  I did make a nice putt for bogey, though, so I was definitely 

happy about that. 

 

Q.  Thoughts headed into the final round now.  What will it take to close this out? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Just have to play another really solid round.  You're going to have to 

shoot 5, 6 under to win it.  That's kind of what I shot the last two days and going to have to 

go out there and do it again tomorrow. 

 

Q.  (Inaudible.) even by your standard?  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, you know what, if it's not the greens, someone playing goalie 

up by the hole, the trees are catching my ball.  It happens.  I mean it's not the first time it's 

ever happened, but I did make a good 5, so I was definitely happy about that. 

 

Q.  (Question about the greens.)  Feeling pretty good about where you are all things 

considered? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I feel like I played really, really good the last three days, I've 

really hit the ball well.  I feel like I'm putting it well, too.  It's just not really going in the hole.  I 

did make -- on the first three holes today I made more feet of putts than I think I made 

combined in three rounds total, so that was a nice start to the day, then but I still missed 

quite a few very short ones for birdie. 

 

Q.  Going back to Thursday, did you make any adjustments? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, I mean I don't know what you can adjust for.  You can't adjust for 

the bounce.  I don't know.  I mean, I try but it just doesn't work. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  They were good.  There were a lot of good ones.  There was a couple 

that you could get close to.  I mean the greens are pretty severe, there's a lot of slope on 

them.  You've got to really have control of your golf ball and I feel like I'm doing that very well 

and just going to have to keep at it, just keep getting good looks for birdie and trying to make 

putts. 
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Q.  On Thursday I asked you what happened.  Today I ask (inaudible)? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I hit it on the green and made the putt.  I hit a 2-iron today.  The first 

day I hit a 3-wood and obviously it was way too much club.  Yeah, I hit a really good shot on 

the first hole and made a really good putt. 

 

Q.  What's your attitude tomorrow?  Have you ever putted like you don't care? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, I hit all putts like I'm trying to make them all, so I don't know.  

I'm going to continue to do what I'm doing.  I feel like I'm rolling it well, it's going where I'm 

looking.  That's all you can do is just try to get a good read on them and hit it where you 

think. 

 

Q.  What's the difference on the poa here and Riviera?   

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, I mean Riv's greens roll fantastic. 
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