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Round 1 Interview:    SERGIO GARCIA   (  -3)      
March 2, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Just talk about today.  Stress-free, I thought you played really well.  Were you 

pleased?  

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  Well, I wouldn't say it was stress-free, but the course is tricky.  It's not 

long but the greens are very tricky, they're difficult to read and some of the tee shots are 

tough to get in the fairway.  But played nicely, which was nice.  A couple bad shots here and 

there but I recovered nicely and I made some nice par putts when I needed and so I'm 

happy with my round. 

 

Q.  I know you like to work that ball both directions and I love watching you play.  This 

is the kind of course where that works for you, right?  There's a lot of holes that bend 

left-to-right, right-to-left.  

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  Yeah.  I mean I'm obviously more comfortable with a left-to-right shot 

than a right-to-left.  But yeah, I've always liked the old-style golf courses.  I've normally done 

well on them, most of them.  Look at my career.  So hopefully we can keep doing that this 

week. 

 

Q.  And the crowd seemed to greet you quite well here.  

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  Yeah, yeah.  Obviously they greeted me like I was a local and make me 

feel like a local, so it's really nice.  It's good to be here.  I haven't been in Mexico for 16 years 

so it's good to be back. 
 

Q. What was the toughest part about playing out here today? 
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  The elevation, definitely the elevation, personally. When you are 
not used to playing at this altitude it’s tough physically, your head hurts, your body 
doesn’t feel the same. You just try to get used to it as the days go by and you try to play 
the best you can. 
 
Q. Is it weird in any way to hit as many irons as you are hitting this week? 
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  It’s not weird at all. This is an old traditional golf course, so that’s 
not something weird. It’s the type of golf course that also allows you to hit the driver. 
The good thing about a course like this one is that it gives a lot of options and choices. 
You can be aggressive if you want, hitting a lot of drives and woods off the tee, or be 
conservative and hit irons, so instead of hitting a sand wedge into the green you are 
hitting an 8-iron. It all depends on the player, everyone here has a different game plan. 
 
Q. Are you changing your game plan in any way for tomorrow? 
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SERGIO GARCIA:  Absolutely not. It’s been good, so there’s nothing for me to change. 
 
Q. Do you remember playing the Mexico Open as an amateur in 1998? 
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  Unfortunately I don’t remember. Great to know, but I don’t recall it. 
 
Q. Tell me a little more about your issues with the elevation today? 
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  Well, you feel a headache when you are not used to these 
conditions. Aside from 2001, the last time I played at altitude. You are not used to this, 
so you are a little out of breath. It’s a hilly course, not flat at all, so you try to play the 
best way you can. 
 
Q. What are your plans to recover? 
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  Rest, I’m going to rest. This days are tough, so you have to recover 
as rest as much as possible 
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