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Q.  Ross, an opening round 67, you have to be very pleased with that? 

 

ROSS FISHER:  Yeah, delighted.  Played pretty flawless golf, to be fair.  Probably only 

misjudged two shots because of the altitude, one cost me a bogey, the other one was okay.  

Yeah, I hit it good off the tee.  Didn't play overly aggressive, just kept putting it in play.  A few 

irons off tees on par 5s and just putted solid.  I put a new putter in this week, Monday mid-

morning I suppose, and kind of liked the feel of it.  Took it out to practice on Tuesday and 

Wednesday and I thought I might as well stick with it, I'd be foolish to go with something 

else.  So I went with it and putted really solidly today, so yeah, delighted to come away 4 

under.  

 

Q.  Having seen the course in practice, did you go out with a different kind of strategy 

today for this course? 

 

ROSS FISHER:  No, same strategy as Tuesday, Wednesday, just put it in play.  Didn't hit 

many drivers because I don't think you need to.  The ball's flying a long way.  Even when 

you step on some of the holes, you look 580-yard par 4 but then you're playing meters and 

some, so the majority of the time we were playing like 20 percent.  So it made my caddie's 

job very, very difficult.  The caddy's job this week is extremely difficult, especially for me 

because I hit the ball so high.  Up in the air, sometimes it can be nearer 22 percent.  So it's 

challenging, but we did really well today, and like I say, 4 under, very, very pleased.  

 

Q.  Playing in this part of the world, is it nice to play on this kind of course which is 

totally different to probably what you normally play these WGC events? 

 

ROSS FISHER:  Yeah, definitely, it's just totally different.  I guess we're so used to a 

bomber's paradise, hit driver everywhere, go find it, play again, whereas this is just 

old-school, it's quirky.  It's got a feel of kind of Italy and Spain, like Valderrama, but then 

almost like some cities with the grass.  It's got a mixture.  I really liked it.   

 

Probably doesn't suit the way I play golf because I like to be aggressive and hit driver, but it 

certainly gives you the options.  You know, you can hit driver but we discussed during the 

practice days, you hit driver quite a lot for the four rounds.  Yes, you're going to make a lot of 

birdies, but at the same time you could easily have double bogeys.  So that's why we tried to 

stay patient, hit the ball in the fairway, find the greens and try to make some putts.    
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