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Pre-Tournament Interview:     JON RAHM         
February 28, 2017 
 

(Through Interpreters) 

 

MODERATOR:  Good afternoon, everyone.  We have Jon Rahm from Spain.  He won the 

Farmers Insurance Open and he's going to give us his remarks before the event of this 

week. 

 

Depending on who's here, if you have English questions, he can answer in English, if you 

have Spanish questions, he can answer in Spanish.  Remember you can use the headsets 

to be able to listen to the translation, which will make it easier to follow the process. 

 

So to start, Jon, what are your first remarks about being here in Mexico for the Mexico 

Championship and what have you thought of --  

 

JON RAHM:  We have the north part of Spain is like an old-fashioned golf model, but it's 

fun, it's fun.  You can use driver, you can use irons.  It makes you think, so that's why I say 

fun. 

 

Q.  Just one more before we go through those questions.  What about the altitude, is 

that an important factor this week? 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, the caddie has more experience than I have.  I never play at this altitude.  

Of course you could see now what the difference is.  Some people say that is 50 percent 

constant difference as compared to us and we were in the field, we just realized that it was 

50 percent, that was true.  It was easy.  But some people say that is every hundred feet is so 

much percent.  I'm not sure with the percent, but my caddie, he has experience, actually 

helped me a lot.  He took care of that. 

 

MODERATOR:  Any questions? 

 

Q.  You have seen the organization of the event.  Can you compare with other events 

in the world? 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, I've never been in an event such as this one.  This is a world 

championship and it can be very difficult to move in Mexico City and they are doing a pretty 

good job taking us from the hotel to the course and from the course back to the hotel.  

Everything is very well organized.  I don't have any complaints or any problems.  Actually 

thankful due to all the help that we have received, so easier. 

 

Q.  Welcome to Mexico City.  Did the PGA Tour victory give you the credential to 

participate in this type of event?  Do you feel even with your short experience on the 

PGA Tour, are you ready to compete in the big leagues?  
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JON RAHM:  I've always had a lot of self confidence and confidence in my level, and the 

Farmers tournament has always been one of the best in the world.  Since I was little I would 

watch it on television.  And if I'm capable of winning tournaments such as that one, why 

wouldn't I be able to win this one?  I've been playing for not too long with the best players in 

the world, but I think I've been doing a very good job so far and I think that my level is 

enough to compete with the best. 

 

Q.  This is your first time in Mexico City.  Do you like Mexican food, was this your first 

encounter with Mexican hot food, and what about Mexican golf, do you know 

something about Mexican golf, do you have to improve something to make it grow? 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, the first thing about the city, I haven't been able to see a lot of it because 

I've been spending my time on the course and I'm very late at the hotel, but I've heard some 

recommendations about restaurants.  I would like to have more time to see more of the city, 

but unfortunately we're here to work so we cannot sightsee as much as we would like. 

 

About golf in Mexico, well, I don't know as much as I would like to.  I have a lot of Mexican 

friends, both Ortiz, I know one in the Mexican Federation as well.  And the only thing I know 

is Cancun, that's the only place I've been.  And I think that as it would happen in any 

country, we have to demonstrate the golf is accessible to all kind of socioeconomic statuses.  

And I think it's very important and it's hard to compete in something that a lot of people like, 

so that's why we have tournaments like this one and that's why we're doing this, to improve, 

and we would just like to give more publicity to these kind of events that would help little by 

little.    

 

Q.  How difficult were the feeling these days to the climate in Mexico City?  Second 

question, many people say that you are the next Ballesteros.  Are you impressed by 

the system? 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, it's hard not to feel good about those comments.  I think that he was 

unique, Ballesteros was unique.  I would like to try to accomplish what he accomplished.  It's 

going to be hard but I will never be him.  I'll be the next Jon Rahm if possible, but I think that 

being him would be hard.  I understand where they are coming from, and while it's a 

compliment, they would just give me more confidence.  I'm sure that I'll have such 

successful career, I don't see why it wouldn't be a positive compliment. 

 

About the course, we hope the greens aren't too much faster than they are now because it 

would make things really hard, that's the defense of the course.  Very, very complicated.  

They're very undulated and we have to be very precise, and to be precise, we have to be out 

there -- you can use a lot of options, you can use drivers, you can be more or less 

aggressive, but in the end you have to have very quality strokes, otherwise you're going to 

have a very complicated time. 

 

MODERATOR:  Can you give an example of flight of the ball that has surprised you in the 

practice? 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


3 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 

JON RAHM:  The first one was hole 1, 280 meters at first, almost 300 meters to the green.  I 

hit 5-wood to the green yesterday and I could do 225, 30 tops.  And then the first three, 

that's the hardest, 215 meters.  I think that's too far.  When my caddie works the numbers, 

well, 6-iron.  No, it can't be, give me the 5.  He gave me the 5 and I missed the green.  So 

it's complicated.  I think the closest you are to green and when you have to be more precise 

it becomes more difficult, but when I can visually calculate 100 and they tell me 80, I say no, 

it can't be and it's easier to miss them.  Being too long on these greens is too complicated, 

so I'm increasingly more surprised. 

 

Q.  Which is the feature that you most like of the field? 

 

JON RAHM:  I like how narrow it is and how demanding it is from the tee.  I'm very confident 

with the driver from the tee and I'm usually very straight in my strokes and I feel confident 

over some trees and getting closer to the green, and I think that's what I like the most, to risk 

and to point to the woods and the trees. 

 

Q.  You were talking about the fact that the only protection of the field are the small 

greens and that they are undulated.  Which will be the score you can win this week? 

 

JON RAHM:  It's so hard to predict it.  It's very hard but each one of us has different 

strategies.  We don't know.  There can be some people who do 18 and could win with minus 

6.  I think that being at a world championship, if we get to 6 and the weather doesn't change 

and we don't have rain, because if we do have rain we will have more humidity and it will be 

easier to play, but I would say it's between minus 12 and minus 15 unless someone plays 

very well and wins by a very long distance, but I think the winner will be between minus 12 

and minus 15. 

 

Q.  We don't have many Spanish golfers, but despite that we always had Spanish 

golfers in the top golfers at (indiscernible) for example, and now we have a couple of 

Spaniards competing in the highest ranks.  

 

JON RAHM:  I think that even Seve's uncle wasn't to reference in Spain and I think that it 

was thanks to him that we have one of the greatest players of all time, Olazabal learned 

from Seve and I think that that's where a lot of Jose Maria's success comes from without 

taking merit out of what he said.   

 

And then we have Sergio with a little more difference and he probably learned from both of 

them.  But I think they are all great thanks to the reference of Severiano and having 

someone not only from the Spanish golf but from the world golf that did what he did would 

open our eyes and make it easier to us to reach what we have reached.  Well, I think that it's 

a little bit of the Spanish character, the arrogance in the Spanish personality which helps us 

play as we play, and I think we have a lot of great examples of great players and we can see 

that we can get there. 
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