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Final Round Interview:     JERRY KELLY  ( -11)     
February 19, 2017 
 

 

 

JERRY KELLY:  Yeah, it was.  You know, it was a new move this week and I'm kind of 

happy with the way it turned out.  Today, messing with my caddie before and I said, "I'm 

going to kind of own it today," and I missed my first shot.  He gave me a great tip, "Were you 

just thinking swing or were you thinking shot?"  So basically I've been thinking swing so 

much that I haven't really thought the shot and I really worked on the shots today.  Other 

than a couple I let get away, it was a pretty clean round. 

 

Q.  17, did you get a little nervous on your second shot? 

 

JERRY KELLY:  No, because I hit it great.  It was the best shot I hit all day.  There was no 

way it was going to go down into the -- I mean, I had 98 to the front and I hit a 4-iron.  I 

thought the wind was going left to right and I hit it high and drawn.  I mean, as far as I was 

concerned it was going to go to about six feet, landed just on the front.  We felt as we were 

coming up the gusts coming in that couldn't feel back there.  I would have taken a 3-iron 

from 208 but I thought I had enough power to get to the front.  I launched that 4-iron up 

there.  For me, that was nice. 

 

Q.  Was that a rookie thing, that Fred made the putt and you had to go get the ball and 

give it to him? 

 

JERRY KELLY:  Oh, yeah, I've got to pay my dues, pay my respects.  It's good. 

 

Q.  Looked like you had a lot of fun out there playing with an old friend like Fred? 

 

JERRY KELLY:  Well, Fred and Joey, I came up with both of them.  That's why it's so great 

to be out here.  I could really have fun with these guys.  And watching the way we're playing 

golf, you know, it's different than the PGA Tour where it's just, you know, over 300, 

otherwise good luck.  I'm not over 300.  Pounds maybe someday, but that's about it. 

 

Q.  To that point, you'll welcome another friend to the tour in Tucson.  How much are 

you looking forward to welcoming Stricker? 

 

JERRY KELLY:  It will be great to play practice rounds with Strick out here, although we 

don't play practice rounds, we play pro-ams, so I guess I won't get to play practice rounds 

with him.  Yeah, we'll do some dinners and have some fun.  Yeah, this is my tour.  I'm here 

to stay, I loved it. 

 

Q.  What are you going to tell Steve about your first experience out here?   

 

JERRY KELLY:  I'm going to tell him that it's terrible, I think he should stay on the PGA 
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Tour. 

 

Q.  And this week just confirmed that? 

 

JERRY KELLY:  Yeah, my smile will definitely let him know.  I think he knows as well that, 

you know, he's still more competitive than I am out there, he still hits it 20 by me, which is a 

big number.  So he's still got the firepower, plus the way he putts and chips is incredible.  So 

I'm always going to lose a few more shots than him and it doesn't take much more than that.  

He's up there competing to win golf tournaments.  I was last year and I'm just happy to be 

out here now. 

 

Q.  Start of the week, if you would have had a top-10 and shoot what you shot, would 

that have been happy with that? 

 

JERRY KELLY:  No, no, no.  That's not what we're out here for.  You know, we're out here 

to compete.  Starting 3 over the first five yesterday just absolutely destroyed me.  But birdied 

the first two the first day and then hit a roadblock there again.  Today, get something going, 

get it to six and then next thing you know I three-putt and then miss a four-footer.   

 

I think I'll be better from it.  We learned a few things.  You've got to go balls out all the time.  I 

played a shot out of the rough to the right, smart like I should have, but that's not the way 

you play out here.  I needed to take that bunker on, I had plenty of green, and hope it stops.  

If it doesn't, you're coming back uphill.  Live and learn.  I'll be more aggressive in Tucson 

and hopefully I'll be swinging well. 
 

 

 

  

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour

