
1 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

Final Round Interview:   DUSTIN JOHNSON 
February 19, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Dustin, congratulations.  You've played a lot of great rounds at Riviera.  What's it 

mean to win on this golf course? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Oh, yeah, it feels good to finally win because I felt like I've been so 

close quite a few times and it's one of my favorite courses to play on tour all year.  So yeah, 

it feels great to finally get a win. 

 

Q.  Long day, 36 holes for you guys.  You had a lead but you had five birdies in a row, 

you finished with three to finish up the morning round and then you start with two.  

How comfortable did that lead get for you? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, it was good.  I felt like today, really drove it well this whole 

entire week.  I put in the new M1 driver this week.  It was brand new and really drove it very 

well.  I think that was the big key for me this week.  Yeah, I mean I had -- obviously finishing 

off with three birdies in the third round and then starting my final round with two birdies, I had 

a lot of momentum there.  I made another birdie on 6 and kind of, once it got to the back was 

trying to hit it in the middle of the greens, try to just make some pars because I had a pretty 

substantial lead.  It was no use to try to shoot any lower.  I still would have liked to have 

played a little bit better the last 10 holes, but with a big lead I'm happy with the result. 

 

Q.  Thirteenth win on the PGA Tour and you become now the No. 1 golfer in the world.  

What does that say to the golf public about where you've come the last four, five 

years? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I mean, I was always kind of top-10 for a long time.  Then 

starting last summer after I won the U.S. Open, just kind of propelled me a little bit, got a lot 

of confidence in the game.  I felt like the things I'm working on are paying off.  So now 

getting to No. 1 finally, obviously it's a great honor and it's just going to push me to continue 

to work harder. 

 

Q.  Dustin, starting Sunday with a one-shot lead, you win with a five-shot victory that 

really wasn't that close.  How were you able in your opinion to pull away and win this 

so easily? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, I played some really good golf.  I never -- through the first three 

rounds, even through halfway through the final round, I drove it really well.  I put a new driver 

in this week, the new M1.  I drove it really well, so I never was really in trouble.  I didn't really 

make any bogeys, I made one bogey through I think, I can't count, 60-something holes.  

That was a big key for me.  Obviously putted pretty well, too.  That was a big factor.  Made a 

couple bogeys coming down the stretch, but those were more playing a little too safe maybe.  

I knew I had a big lead, so as long as I didn't make any drastic mistake, I was going to be 
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just fine.  You know, the bogeys, I'm probably going to save par on a few of them but I was 

trying to play a little safe.  

 

Q.  You're now the 20th player to reach No. 1 in the world.  You somewhat deflected it 

all week but now you're here as the No. 1 player in the world, how would you describe 

that journey from a kid in South Carolina to being the best on the planet?  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I mean it's been a long journey.  But yeah, growing up as a kid 

playing golf, kind of the dream is to play on the PGA Tour and I never really thought about 

being No. 1 in the world.  But once I got on tour and started winning some and got up in the 

top-10 in the world, obviously I knew it was definitely doable and here I am, made it to No. 1.  

So it's going to just push me to just keep working harder and stay there. 
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