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Final Round Interview:   DUSTIN JOHNSON 
February 19, 2017 
 

 

JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome the 2017 Genesis Open champion Dustin Johnson 

into the interview room.  Dustin, you finally got it done after knocking on the door so many 

times here at Riviera and with it you move to No. 1 in the Official World Golf rankings.  If we 

can just get some comments. 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, played pretty well.  Obviously today was a long day but 

sometimes 36-hole days are good, especially this morning I came out and I played really 

well, shot 7 under in the third round, which I had a one-shot lead.  And then today in the 

fourth round, to finally get a win at the Genesis Open feels good because I've finished 

second here a couple times, lost in a playoff, felt like I should have won a couple other 

times.  It's definitely nice to win on a golf course that I really enjoy playing and a golf 

tournament I really enjoy playing.   

 

JOHN BUSH:  Dustin wins a tournament for the 10th consecutive year on tour.  That's the 

best current streak on the tour.    

 

Q.  What's more meaningful to you, winning here or going to No. 1 in the world or 

No. 6 in the FedExCup? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, winning the golf tournament's most important right now.  That's 

what I was here to do.  I was coming in here to put myself in a position to win and I did that 

and I played really well.  But yeah, I wasn't really thinking about my world ranking, I was 

thinking about winning this golf tournament, what it would take to do that.  That's kind of all I 

focus on.   

 

I don't really look at -- I look at the World Golf Rankings but it's not like my goal is like I want 

to be -- I want to get to No. 1 this week.  I want to win the golf tournament I'm playing.  If I 

get to No. 1 there winning the golf tournament, then obviously that's even a bonus.  You 

know, that's the most important to me is winning golf tournaments. 

 

Q.  Have you ever felt like the best player even when you weren't No. 1? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  All the time.  I mean, I think I'm a good player, but I don't know, 

everybody has their own opinion.  I believe in myself, I think I'm a great player.  The 

best in the world, I mean until now I probably wouldn't have said I was the best in the 

world, but now I can say it. 

 

Q.  Dustin, with the 36 holes today, what's the process?  You get done with the 

morning round.  How much time did you have between then and teeing off for the 

fourth round, what did you do?  Were you able to grab a sandwich or sit down?  How 

did that work? 
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DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I had 14 minutes from the time I signed my card until I teed off again.  

Yeah, I didn't have time to really do anything.  Went to my locker and grabbed some more 

golf balls and headed to the tee. 

 

Today obviously we were trying to squeeze in, I mean I played 36 today, so we were trying 

to get everyone done.  And the Tour did a great job with getting everybody through and it 

was nice to finish on Sunday.  But yeah, I didn't have any time between rounds. 

 

Q.  Dustin, on the journey you've had a lot of disappointments along the way.  

Obviously everyone's chronicled the majors and stuff.  Can you talk about the last 

eight or nine months since the U.S. Open and four wins since June, just kind of how 

that's changed the narrative of your career and just mentally confidence-wise where 

you're at in that stretch? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah.  Well, obviously winning the U.S. Open in the summer kind of, 

you know, gave me a little bit of a boost with confidence with my game.  It was big for me, 

especially with what happened the year before in the U.S. Open and then to finally win one, 

especially I had been so close so many times in majors that you almost think, well, am I ever 

going to win one?  But got it done, played superb.  

 

But today kind of felt a lot like how I was playing this past summer.  It's finally getting back to 

where I was, driving it really well.  I put the new M1 driver in this week and I really feel like I 

drove it well.  I had control of my driver all week.  I hit a few in the rough, especially on my 

last nine holes, but it was more I was just making sure I didn't -- you know, this golf course, 

you can play from one side of it so I was just taking out one side and almost aiming in the 

left rough or right rough.  But the driver was a big key for me this week. 

 

Q.  Dustin, Wayne has been quoted as saying that he said it's great you won a few 

tournaments, you won a major, now go out and win more tournaments, more majors.  

Has he had that conversation with you? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, he hasn't, but it sounds like Wayne, for sure. 

 

Q.  Do you need to hear that? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, I mean -- yeah, I mean it's great obviously when an athlete of his 

stature, you know, he's the greatest of all time and no one's ever going to ever pass his 

records or pass him as a hockey player.  I just don't see it ever happening.  So when he 

thinks very highly of you, it definitely gives you a lot of confidence and gives you more belief. 

 

Q.  Dustin, you've now won in each of the last 10 PGA Tour seasons.  What does that 

kind of consistency mean to you? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, it means what I'm doing's working.  You know, I felt like the 
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things I'm working on, you know, I'm working on the same things all the time really, but 

they're working.  So I need to -- it just gives me more drive to work a little bit harder, to keep 

doing the same things I'm doing just to try to get better. 

 

Q.  We're seven weeks away from Augusta, so the confidence must be unbelievable 

right now.  How does this set up any differently this year than any other year as far as 

leading up into that?  And one more thing from a personal standpoint, you're so low 

key sometimes, is there like a party animal going crazy inside of you right now? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No.  I got up at 4:30 this morning, so right now the only thing I'm 

looking forward to is getting in bed.  I forgot even what you were asking me, I'm sorry. 

 

Q.  Leading into the Masters, the confidence, any different this year than at this stage 

of the year in the past? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I mean obviously my game's in great shape.  It was last year, 

though.  I finished second here last year I think, too.  But yeah, it was in good shape last 

year going into the Masters.  I feel like I struggled a little bit the past couple months but I 

really didn't expect anything -- you know, I took a lot of time off in the offseason, but that was 

on purpose.  We have a long year and I work really hard during the year, so the offseason I 

didn't practice at all.  It took me a few weeks to get back into it but now I'm feeling good with 

the golf game and obviously looking forward to the next tournament's in Mexico City that I'll 

play, and then I'll play Match Play, Houston and Augusta.  Yeah, obviously looking ahead to 

the Masters.  I'll be focused on the tournament I'm playing during that time. 

 

Q.  I feel the last guys that have been No. 1 have talked about the difficulty of the extra 

pressure and added things they have to do.  Do you feel you're prepared for that?  

And secondly, you mentioned your new driver but do you have a new putter grip as 

well this week? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I did put a new putter grip on, a Super Stroke something.  I don't know 

what it is, but it works so it will stay on there for a while.  But yeah, I did put the new M1 

driver in and I mean it's been really good.  I drove it unbelievably this week.  What was your 

other question?  

 

Q.  Yeah, the last few guys that have been No. 1 have talked about the extra pressure 

and burden of being there, the extra things they had to do with media and sponsors 

and whatnot.  Do you feel you're prepared for that extra attention? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I've only been No. 1 for about 30 minutes.  Ask me in a couple weeks, 

I guess. 

 

Q.  Two things.  What are you doing next week? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I'll be in Florida.  What am I going to do? 
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Q.  Are you moving into a new house or is that -- 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, I've got one being built and then I just -- I'm moving into a new 

one, yes.  Yeah, it's complicated.  Even it complicates me.  But yeah, I'll be in Florida, 

practice a little bit. 

 

Q.  Secondly, this is the longest standing 72-hole scoring record on the tour 

schedule.  I'm guessing you weren't aware of that.  I'm not sure where to go with this.  

You're right there with your birdie on 6.  Was there any part of you that thought about 

kept going? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I mean I wanted -- even when -- I bogeyed 9 and I went back to 

19 I guess.  I was trying to get it to 22.  I didn't know, I didn't know anything about a scoring 

record but just I was trying to get to 22. 

 

Q.  Lanny Wadkins thanks you.  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  What was the scoring record? 

 

Q.  20.  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  20?  Next year, next year. 

 

Q.  Dustin, you said that you have looked at the World Golf Rankings occasionally.  

When was the last time you actually looked at them and when do you think you'll look 

at them now?  Will you just go online and look tonight? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  First thing in the morning when I wake up, for sure.  Yeah, I mean, I 

don't know if you guys understand it.  I don't really understand it, but I can read the 1, 2, 3.  I 

guess that's all that matters.  

 

Q.  I'm just curious if you can think through this one here, what do you think is harder 

to achieve, getting to No. 1 in the world or winning a U.S. Open? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I don't even know how to answer that.  I think they're both very difficult 

to do.  Obviously No. 1 in the world is -- I mean, I don't even know how to compare.  No. 1 in 

the world is different.  You've got to play, you know, very well for a long period of time, 

where winning a major is unbelievably difficult, too, but you only have to play well for four 

days.  Probably No. 1 in the world.  You're really not going to get to No. 1 without winning a 

major.  I guess you can, but it's hard. 

 

Q.  Did you hear them chanting No. 1 out there, was that cool?  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, that's fine, I've never been No. 1. 
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Q.  The top-6 is still pretty tight.  You've taken that top spot. congrats.  Are you 

expecting sort of renewed competition from those other five guys coming at you now 

with the big events coming up? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  If you look at even the top-10 guys in the world, all of them are very, 

very good.  Even the guys that, you know, between the top-5 it's really close.  I'm going to 

have to keep working hard and keep playing well if I want to stay there.  

 

JOHN BUSH:  Dustin Johnson, congratulations. 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Thank you.   
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