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Final Round Interview:     FRED COUPLES ( -16)    
February 19, 2017 
 

 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Congratulations to Fred Couples, winner of the 2017 Chubb Classic.  

Fred, how's it feel to return to the winner's circle?  

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, like for anyone, it feels great.  It was a tough day, but it really feels 

good to play well.  I don't know the last time, maybe last year here on a Sunday but I wasn't 

in the last group, nor was I even close I think to the last group.  It's never easy to win a golf 

tournament.  This is a good course.  You have to hit a lot of good shots.  I think I hit quite a 

few and then got really lucky on 13th hole, is that a par 5?  Yesterday I blocked a tee shot 

into a little more wind so it wouldn't have gotten to the shrubs, but today it was calm and I 

walked over there and it was almost like someone set my ball in the hazard with a really 

clean line.  I got it down where I had a wedge on the green and looked like I could make 6 

there and have a birdie putt.  And then neither Kevin nor Miguel birdied it either so I didn't 

lose any ground.   

 

Other than that, I hit some really good shots and it's nice to win.  I felt a little pressure but I 

wasn't under gobs of pressure because you've just got to keep making birdies.  Sometimes 

when you're trying to make pars it's hard to hit really, really quality shots to make pars.  Out 

here you're trying to birdie as many holes as you can, and I think what helped me today was 

that Langer and a couple other guys were kind of behind us by a few shots and then 

Jimenez probably didn't play his best golf, he didn't putt as well as he could have and he left 

the door open and I was lucky enough to get ahead of him and stay ahead of him. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  You won here in 2010, you finished second here last year.  You 

obviously like coming to Naples and playing.  What is it about playing well here?  

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I like the greens, I like the golf course.  The other one was Quarry 

where I won, but I like the humid weather and I like just enough wind to make it challenging.  

I don't want to go out there and play in 30-mile an hour winds.  But with the 15 miles an hour 

blowing, it just makes the course play that much harder than if it's calm.  I feel like if I'm 

playing well, that's an advantage for my game; not for myself over other players but for me.  

You shoot the scores you shoot, then when you get down to six or eight holes left, then 

you've got to beat whoever you're trying to beat.  But when you tee off on Friday, you're just 

trying to birdie and shoot a good score.  Believe it or not, I birdied the last two holes on 

Friday to shoot 4 under and it was 8 and 9, which I consider to be pretty good holes.  If I 

don't birdie those, I'm 2 under, I'm probably not sitting here. 

 

So the Champions Tour is one of those things where you don't get four rounds and each 

round is extremely important, and I just fell into birdies on 8 and 9 two days ago.  It wasn't 

like I said "I need these" because I probably wouldn't have if I told myself that.  But way back 

when I won by a couple shots and I made a lot of birdies yesterday and quite a few today. 
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CHRIS RICHARDS:  And you've played in three events so far this season, three top-10s.  

You're playing fantastic to start the season.  What's it mean for you to start the season off 

like this after missing basically all of last year?  

 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah.  Well, I love playing golf, I really do.  I like this tour.  So to play on 

it is always fun, and when you're not playing on it, for me it's a struggle because I know my 

back's bad.  So far this year I've felt way better than I did last year.  I still hate to say it, I 

don't feel perfect out there, but right now my swing is good enough that when I'm a little stiff I 

can get around it.  And three tournaments for some people is nothing.  For me it's a huge 

goal because I just don't last that long and I feel good.   

 

So I think we have almost three and a half weeks off before we get to Tucson.  I don't want 

to just get away from golf like I did last year, so I'll probably take this next week off, have my 

back worked on and then slowly play and see if I can just keep feeling a little momentum 

with my swing.  Mainly it's my swing.  If I swing like this, I can be competitive even if I'm not 

100 percent.  But I don't want to make it sound like I went out there for three days and I 

didn't feel good.  I just am really stiff. 

 

Q.  When did you see Bernhard and what goes through your mind knowing how well 

he's played here? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah.  Well, I saw Bernhard right out of the box.  I think he was maybe 3 

under after five or six.  I'm playing with Miguel who bogeyed the first hole and I birdied the 

second.  Maybe on the 12th hole, 11th hole, looked over there and Langer was one behind.  

I don't know, is it Scott Parel?  Scott?  I've seen him play last year and he's obviously a very 

good player, he's up there all the time.  And then the next thing I knew is I birdie the 14 and I 

got to 15 and they kind of all disappeared and then it was just Miguel.  I don't know what 

happened.   

 

So when I got to 17, while we were standing there I told my caddie, it looked like Miguel's 

ball, he got a bad break and he was on the side of the bank and he laid up, and I said 

something's going on here where guys are making bogeys and doubles so I'm not even 

going to go for this green.  So I laid it up to a perfect yardage and of course he hit it a foot 

and a half or it looked like a tap-in and then I hit a good shot to make a putt to keep two 

ahead.  I don't know what they did, 16 is tricky but 17 and 18, if you go for that green, you 

can't go left.  If you go right you're going to chip it in the water and I'm sure that's what 

happened.  Or maybe they struggled on 18, I don't know.  But they were right there.  When I 

birdied 14, it gave me a little cushion over everybody. 

 

Q.  (inaudible ) Excited to get back on the course, you were excited to see how you 

would react on the course.  Obviously you fared pretty well the last few events.  Is this 

where (inaudible) mentally this quick? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, one of the things I need to pay attention to is I played in Hawaii 
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where it was 80 and I played in Boca where it was high 70s and I played here in sweaty.  So 

I don't know how my back will react to 65-degree weather and all that.  So we'll know.  When 

I was at the PowerShares up at Sherwood I opened up with a great round and I really never 

missed a shot and then each day got worse and I started to feel worse, and then after that I 

didn't play for almost another two months because there was really nothing to play for and I 

just wanted my back to relax. 

 

It takes me a little while to pick it up, but once I get in this groove then you've got to go out 

and play.  I'll tell you, I had a shot at maybe winning at Boca.  I certainly was near the lead 

and I hit one bad shot on No. 7 and then I kind of distanced myself from everyone.  Hualalai 

was, I was really playing well.  To not play the last day was kind of a bummer but that's 

where I finished second because of a wind-out.  Then here, a lot of courses fit your eye.  

This is one that I really, really like.  Unfortunately for several years it was during Riviera, 

which I don't think is a problem for a couple more years, I won't be going to Riviera for a 

while.  That's too much work.  But it's just staying loose and swinging, and if I can do that, I 

can be competitive. 

 

Q.  What's it mean to you to win this event seven years after? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I know it was very exciting to win here.  Honestly it was my first 

senior win.  I didn't even know that for some reason, I don't know why.  I'm still digging sand 

out of my face from on the third hole, I buried it in a bunker. 

 

You know, I haven't won that much lately, I haven't played, so it's nice to win.  It felt a 

challenge today.  Miguel Jimenez is an incredible player.  Kevin Sutherland gets near the 

lead and plays really well.  I think it just happened to work out where when I got in the lead, I 

stayed in the lead and I just was ahead by enough and then a couple other guys ran out of 

gas and Miguel just couldn't make enough putts.  

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Anything else?  Thank you, Fred.    
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