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Round 2 Interview:  DUSTIN JOHNSON    
February 18, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Dustin Johnson, back-to-back 66s.  Take a look at this scorecard.  You've got to be 

happy with your performance, especially considering these crazy conditions? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, very pleased with the way I played today.  Hit a few squirrely 

shots there 7, 8 and 9, 10 and 11, but I saved pars on all of them.  But other than that, I felt 

like I hit the ball really well, had good looks at birdie on a lot of holes.  Didn't make any of my 

short ones but I made a few long ones.  But yeah, all in all it was a really solid day. 

 

Q.  Let's take a look at some of those great up-and-downs and the long putt that you 

made.  This on 9, how difficult was that shot? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, the greens being soft definitely helped but I landed it in a really 

good spot.  But how I got there wasn't too good.  I was right in the middle of the fairway. 

 

Q.  Up and down for par and, like you said, making some long ones.  This on the 15th 

from 35 feet 78 inches.  These are not easy greens.  What are you seeing?  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I had a good line.  I felt like I got a pretty good read, you know, 

reading the putt.  Obviously hit it with good speed, went right in the middle. 

 

Q.  Again your short game comes into play here on the 17th.  Talk me through that 

shot.  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I hit a good tee ball, really good 3-wood right there just over the green 

and then obviously a great chip made for an easy birdie. 

 

Q.  And then you finished off in true style, obviously just feeling it today with your 

momentum.  You've played so well here in the past.  This to me just looked like a 

confidence putt, you knew it was going to go in? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, I had a pretty good line and I knew if it got to the hole it was 

going to go in. 

 

Q.  A couple runner-up finishes here.  How much does that help with your confidence 

knowing that you know what it takes to really be successful on a course like this?  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, I'm very comfortable on this golf course, I really like it.  I think it 

sets up good to my eye, I've always enjoyed playing here and yeah, I've had a lot of good 

finishes here so it definitely gives me a lot of confidence going into the last two rounds. 

 

Q.  And a couple good things going on in your life as well.  Paulina just announced 
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that you guys are expecting your second child and you have a new French bulldog 

puppy at home.  I just seems like all happiness right now in the Johnson family.  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, everything's going very well right now.  We're very excited 

about both babies.  

 

Q.  And you said Paulina is here? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  She is here. 

 

Q.  And your family's out here supporting you this week? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  She is.  

 

Q.  Dustin, you're sitting right on top of the tree with a pair of 66s.  Compare the two 

rounds.  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, they were both pretty similar, I would say.  Yesterday I felt like I 

got off to a really great start and I just, you know, the front side, you know, the front side 

from about 4 on is pretty difficult.  Just made some pars. 

 

But today just played pretty solid all day.  Felt like I drove it really well.  Hit some really good 

iron shots at times.  Hit some really poor ones, too. 

 

Q.  The course was gettable for you because it was so soft? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Right.  This is obviously on 4 here, a long putt, got my round started 

off nicely. 

 

Q.  You're deceptively good from distance.  You actually make quite a few long-range 

putts most time you play? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, I don't know.  I like any putts that go in, I don't care how far they 

are. 

 

Q.  So this hitting greens and making putts, right, that's good? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  But also when you get in trouble, saving yourself is so, so important. 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Obviously that was a terrible second shot I hit from right in the middle 

of the fairway, but I was able to save par so it ended up working out okay. 

 

Q.  Were you one of those kids when you were younger chipping and putting from 
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everywhere doing that kind of stuff or were you like a range guy just smashing balls?    

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, I've never been a big range guy.  Yeah, I like to practice short 

game.  

 

Q.  17, two shots, pretty close to the hole but again, deft touch? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I hit two really good shots on 17 to get it to right there.  It ended 

up in a pretty -- it wasn't an easy chip, I didn't have a great lie but ended up (inaudible.)  

 

Q.  A lovely drive up 18 and this is a putt for birdie? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I hit two nice shots into 18 and then rolled in a nice putt. 

 

Q.  Another one of those 25-footers just straight in the middle? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, maybe 15 feet on that one. 

 

Q.  You give yourself 15?  That's generous.  World domination, how does that feel to 

you, because if you win this week depending on what Jason does, you could be the 

new World No. 1? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, we've got two more rounds to go so we'll see what happens. 

 

Q.  But that's a possibility?  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  It is a possibility, right.  

 

Q.  Does it get you going, does it get the Dustin Johnson juices flowing? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I want to win this tournament.  Whether I get to No. 1 or not doesn't 

affect me at all.  I want to put myself in position to have a chance to win in the final round.  

 

Q.  Dustin, congratulations.  What a great finish, three birdies your last four holes and 

you snaked in some really long putts today.  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I felt like I hit a lot of really good shots today.  Didn't really make 

any of the short birdie putts that I had but rolled in a nice 30-footer on 4 and then that one on 

15 was really good, and then 17.  I birdied 17 and 18, that's always a bonus.  17 I hit two 

really good shots there just over the green and got up and down.  And then 18, to roll in a 

nice 15, 20-footer was big, give me a little momentum going into the third round. 

 

Q.  You're 2 under after four, then you make 10 consecutive pars.  I thought you really 

battled there, you could have let a couple slip away, 6 and 7 you had to make a couple 

five- and six-footers for par.  I thought that kind of kept you together for that good 
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finish? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, sometimes those are big putts.  I was on the green on 6.  I 

thought I hit a really good shot on 6, just spun back all the way to the front and I left it about 

six feet short and rolled it in from there.   

 

And then the same thing on 7, got a little out of position in the right rough there and then hit 

it on the front of the green and then again left a long putt about five, six feet short and then 

rolled in another nice par.  So those are always big putts to keep the momentum going, keep 

the round going.   

 

And then made a nice save on 9, and in the bunker on 10 there I made another nice save.  

You know, and then after that I kind of got back in the rhythm and hit a lot of great shots, you 

know, on 13.  Hit a good shot on 12, 13, 14.  Had some good looks coming in and then 

rolled a couple in. 

 

Q.  You're going to be a dad again, how cool is that? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, no, it's very cool, it's very exciting and Everything's very great.  

We're both very, very excited. 

 

Q.  Dustin Johnson known as a power player, but Dustin, you looked like a complete 

player out there, especially around the green and on the green with your putting.  How 

proud are you of that aspect of your game today?   

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I definitely rolled the putter good.  I'm feeling really comfortable 

over it.  I'm seeing the lines really well and I feel like I've got a pretty good touch on the 

greens right now.  So yeah, the putter's going great.  I hit some -- a lot of really good shots 

today.  The few times that I got out of position I was able to save pars, hit some good 

pitches, got up and down from the bunker on 10, but all in all it was a pretty solid day. 

 

Q.  You birdied three of your final four holes.  In your mind do you feel like you built 

some momentum heading into the final 36 with that finish? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, especially from about 12 on I felt like I really started hitting the 

ball a little bit better with the irons.  I felt like I drove it well all day, just hit some poor iron 

shots from the middle of the round.  But from 12 on in I hit really good iron shots and had 

some really good looks at birdies, and to birdie three of my last four definitely gives me some 

momentum going into the third round. 

 

Q.  Finally, final 36 holes will be mentally and physically taxing for some on a wet golf 

course and feet will get heavy.  How do you approach these final 36? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, hopefully get off to a good start.  Thirty-six holes can be a 

really good thing sometimes if you're playing really well, which I feel like the golf game, I'm in 
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control of it right now.  So playing 36 in one day is not going to be a problem.  I'm in pretty 

good shape so I'm not going to get tired or anything, especially right now I'm leading, so that 

won't be an issue.  But just get off to a good start and just try to keep it rolling all day. 

 

Q.  Have you had a chance to consider what getting to No. 1 could be for you? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, because I'm not there yet.  I don't really worry about that.  I want 

to put myself in a position to win this golf tournament, that's really all I care about is what it 

takes to get it done here.  The rest of the stuff, the points and World Golf Rankings, yeah, I 

would like to get there but I'm not worried about it.  

 

Q.  Some of the other guys who have gotten there, whether it was Jordan or Jason, 

said that was a goal of theirs when they first got into the game, they wanted to be the 

best in the world.  Was that ever a tangible goal of yours? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I mean obviously I would like to be the best in the world, but 

you know, how you get there is winning golf tournaments.  You know, if I win this week and I 

happen to get to No. 1, great, I'll definitely be excited, be proud, but I've got to take care of 

this week first. 

 

Q.  You've played so well on this golf course in your career.  What about it do you like 

and did you immediately like the golf course? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, from the first time I played it I really liked the golf course.  I think 

it's -- I like the way it sets up.  It sets up well to my eye.  It always plays -- it always plays 

pretty difficult.  I just always liked it.  It's not -- you think you come out here like you think you 

should shoot really well, like really low scores.  I mean obviously I played really well the first 

two days, but a lot of times 10 to 15 under wins here.  It's just a golf course, I don't know, 

I've always liked it.  It's always, it's always different, it's fun to play, you never really get 

bored. 

 

Q.  Do you know what day it is? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Saturday.  Yeah, I think it's Saturday. 

 

Q.  Do you feel like it and do you have to remind yourself you're at the halfway point 

even though it's Saturday night? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, this week, obviously it's going to be a long week and 

tomorrow's going to be a long day, but as long as we've got nice weather, we'll get it done. 
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